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1. After a person passes away, the body should not be left alone. Instead, someone should be designated to 

serve as a shomer and to stand guard over the body. This shemirah should continue from the moment of the 

deceased’s passing until the burial, even on Shabbos. The precise details of the shemirah differ between two 

different scenarios: 

a. If there is a concern that the body may be desecrated, the shomer must remain beside the deceased 

and stand guard over it at all times. Even today, when there is rarely a reason to worry that mice will 

prey upon the body, it is still possible for insects to prey on a body unless it is placed in secure 

refrigerated storage. 

During this time, a shomer is considered to be involved in the performance of a mitzvah and is 

therefore exempt from all other mitzvos, such as davening and reciting the Shema. It is prohibited 

for a shomer to perform mitzvos while he is attending to his duty
�
. Nevertheless, it is proper for 

multiple people to stand guard over the body in shifts, so that each will have an opportunity to recite 

the Shema and to daven
�
. 

b. If there is no concern that the body will be desecrated—for instance, if it is stored in a protected, 

refrigerated place—it is not necessary for the shomer to remain beside the body at all times. Instead, 

it is sufficient for the shomer to enter the room from time to time and to avoid being distracted from 

caring for the body. In this situation, a shomer is not exempt from mitzvos such as davening and 

reciting the Shema
�
. Nevertheless, even when there is no obligation to provide constant shemirah for 

the body of a deceased person, it is considered appropriate to do so anyway, in order to protect the 

deceased from mazikim (harmful spiritual forces)
�
. 

2. A shomer may not eat during the course of his shemirah, unless it is a situation in which constant shemirah

is not required. In that case, the shomer may exit briefly to eat and drink . If the deceased requires constant 

shemirah, the shomer should not eat unless he is replaced by a different person. If the shomer is thirsty and 

finds it difficult to stand guard over the body without drinking, and there is no one available to trade places 

with him, he is permitted to drink a small amount
�
. In that case, he should not recite a brachah before 

drinking
�
. 

�
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3. Individuals standing within four amos of a deceased person should not engage in conversation, whether 

about Torah-related matters or mundane subjects (except the preparations for the funeral or similar matters). 

This prohibition also applies to anyone who is in the same room as the body, since the entire room is 

considered halachically equivalent to the four amos in the vicinity of the body
�
. In an open area, anyone 

who is standing at a distance of more than four amos from a body is permitted to engage in mundane 

conversation; however, they should not discuss Torah-related matters unless they are much further from the 

body
�
. 

4. It is customary for a shomer to recite Tehillim or prayers for the deceased throughout the time that he 

spends in proximity to the body. It is permissible to recite these prayers within four amos of the body. It is 

also permissible to deliver a eulogy within four amos of the deceased, even if the eulogy includes divrei 

Torah. 

5. It is prohibited to perform mitzvos in the vicinity of a body. This is considered lo’eg larash (literally, 

“taunting a pauper”) since a person who is deceased is no longer capable of performing mitzvos himself. 

Similarly, a person should not wear tzitzis or tefillin visibly within four amos of a body. A person should 

also refrain from reciting brachos or the Shema in the vicinity of a body. 

6. The above prohibition applies only to the four amos in the immediate vicinity of the body. If a person is 

more than four amos from the body, even if he is in the same room, it is permissible for him to perform any 

mitzvah, provided that it is not particularly time-consuming. Thus, one may recite the Shema in the vicinity  
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of a body as long as he is not within four amos, but it is forbidden to recite an entire prayer service or 

engage in any other time-consuming mitzvah in a room where a body is located, since this creates the 

appearance that one is not concerned about the needs of the deceased
	
. (See above regarding whether a 

shomer may engage in the performance of mitzvos.) 

7. First-degree relatives who are subject to the laws of aninus (and preferably even non-relatives)
�


 may not 

eat in the room where the body of the deceased is located, even if the body is covered
��

. It is permissible for 

the onen to eat in a different room
��

, even if he is able to see the body through a doorway
��

. If the onen does 

not have another room in which to eat, he should create a mechitzah (partition) between himself and the 

body
��

. If that is not possible (or if this takes place on Shabbos, when it is prohibited to erect a partition
��

), 

the onen should turn away from the body while he eats, in order to demonstrate that he is eating only due to 

necessity
��

. If the onen is thirsty and wishes only to drink, and it is difficult for him to leave the room, he 

may turn to the side in order to drink
��

; however, he may not recite a brachah within four amos of the body, 

as above. (On a weekday, an onen should not recite a brachah on food or drink in any event, as will be 

explained below; if the onen is also serving as a shomer, see above.)  
�
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8. It is customary to pour out any water that was in an open vessel (such as the water in a cup or basin) in the 

house where the deceased passed away
��

. It is not necessary to discard other beverages, water in a cooked 

dish
�	

, or water that is in a closed container
�


. 

9. Water in any open vessel should also be discarded in other homes in the “neighborhood” of the deceased. 

This refers to the two houses adjacent to the house where the deceased passed away, on either side
��

. In an 

apartment building, this halachah pertains only to the apartments on the same floor, not those above or 

below the apartment where the death took place
��

. 

10. If the death took place on Shabbos or Yom Tov, the water in the home should not be discarded
��

. 

11. If the death took place in a hospital, the water should not be discarded
��

. 

12. It is customary to light a candle above the head of the deceased
��

. (On Shabbos, a candle should not be lit 

even by a non-Jew.) 
�

6
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13. It is a great mitzvah to eulogize a deceased person. A eulogy should give rise to sorrow and should be 

delivered in a loud voice in order to inspire the listeners to weep. The deceased should be praised in the 

eulogy, and his or her virtuous attributes should be noted. One should embellish the virtues of the deceased 

to a small degree; however, it is prohibited to paint an extremely exaggerated picture of the deceased’s 

character
��

. 

14. Eulogies should not be delivered at all on Shabbos or Yom Tov. One should consult with a rav regarding 

whether and how eulogies may be delivered on Chol Hamoed, Rosh Chodesh, Chanukah, or any of the days 

of Purim (i.e., both the 14
th

 and the 15
th

 of Adar Rishon and Adar Sheni)
��

. Some refrain from delivering 

eulogies on any day when Tachanun is not recited. 

15. It is permissible to deliver a eulogy that includes divrei Torah even in the immediate vicinity of a deceased 

person. (In this case, it is not a violation of the halachah of loeg larash to speak about divrei Torah in the 

presence of the deceased.) 
�

� �
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1. The laws of aveilus and aninus must be observed by the seven first-degree relatives of the deceased: both 

parents, a brother or sister, a son or daughter, and a spouse. The halachos apply to half-siblings as well, 

regardless of whether they share a father or a mother with the deceased. Likewise, a sister of the deceased 

must observe the laws of mourning regardless of whether she is married or single. A spouse is bound by the 

laws of aveilus and aninus only if the marriage was halachically permissible; if a kohen marries a divorcee, 

for instance, then these halachos would not be observed
��

. 

2. The laws of aninus and aveilus apply only to family members who have reached the age of halachic 

adulthood (i.e., the age of thirteen for a boy and twelve for a girl). Minors do not acquire the status of 

onenim
�	

 or aveilim
�


 even if they have reached the age of chinuch. Even if a family member of the 

deceased reaches the age of adulthood on the day after the burial, he is not bound by the laws of shivah or 

shloshim. However, if a child reaches the age of adulthood within twelve months after the passing of a 

parent, he should observe the laws pertaining to the twelve months of aveilus. 

3. If a husband and wife quarrel and decide to divorce, and one of them passes away before the divorce can be 

carried out, the surviving spouse must still observe the laws of aveilus. Since married couples commonly 

make peace and renege on their intentions to divorce, it can be presumed that the couple might have 

ultimately chosen to remain married if the deceased spouse had lived. However, if their decision to divorce 

was finalized—for instance, if the husband received a heter meah rabbanim and has already given the get to 

a proxy who will deliver it to his wife—then the surviving spouse is not subject to the laws of aveilus
��

. 

4. An adopted child is not subject to the laws of aveilus after the death of an adoptive parent. (Likewise, if a 

child has converted to Judaism along with his parents, he is not bound by the laws of aveilus after their 

deaths.) On the other hand, if the adopted child is responsible for arranging his parents’ burials, he has the 

halachic status of a person who is “involved in a mitzvah” and is exempt from performing other mitzvos 

during the process. This will be explained further below. 

5. An adopted child may recite the brachah of dayan ha’emes
��

 and may tear one of his garments
��

 after the 

passing of a parent (or other relative). If he is embarrassed to tear only a single garment, since this will alert 

the onlookers to the fact that he was adopted, he is even permitted to tear all of his garments. An adopted 

child may also observe the laws of aveilus that impose stringencies on a mourner, such as refraining from 

pleasurable activities such as bathing and anointing himself. However, it is prohibited for him to observe 

the laws of aveilus that entail leniencies, such as the halachah that exempts a mourner from wearing tefillin.  
�
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6. If a child is born after a full pregnancy is completed (as determined by the doctors
��

) and then passes away, 

the first-degree relatives should observe the laws of aveilus even if the child lived for only a few days
��

. 

This is true even if the child was sick at the time of his birth and it was clear that he would not survive.  

7. If a child is born prematurely and dies within the first thirty days of his life, the laws of aveilus are not 

observed. If the premature child lives in an incubator for several months and then passes away, one should 

consult with a rav. 

8. If the deceased did not observe Jewish law or the death was a suicide, the family should consult with a rav

regarding whether the laws of aninus and aveilus should be observed
��

. 

�
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1. An onen is exempt from performing both mandatory mitzvos (such as reciting the Shema, davening, and 

wearing tefillin)
�	

 and mitzvos whose performance is optional. It is forbidden for an onen to voluntarily 

perform mitzvos that he or she is not obligated to observe
�


. 

2. An onen is not permitted to transgress any prohibitions (such as the consumption of nonkosher food), 

regardless of whether the prohibitions are biblical or rabbinic in origin
��

. 

3. An onen should not recite a brachah rishonah before eating, since the prohibition to eat before reciting a 

brachah is actually a function of the obligation to recite the brachah, and an onen is exempt from any active 

obligation. Likewise, an onen should not recite birkas hamazon after a meal, nor should he recite the 

brachah of asher yatzar after relieving himself. 

4. An onen is required to perform netilas yadayim upon arising in the morning and before eating bread
��

; 

however, he should not recite the brachah of al netilas yadayim. (In a situation of need, an onen may wrap 

his hands in cloth and eat without performing netilas yadayim
��

.) 

5. An onen should not respond amen to a brachah recited by another person, nor may he be counted as part of 

a minyan for davening. (During the funeral itself, when he recites Kaddish for the honor of the deceased, the 

onen is considered part of the minyan
��

.) 

6. If an onen erroneously begins reciting a brachah from which he is exempt, he may conclude the brachah if 

he realizes his error only after reciting the Name of Hashem. This is true even if he will repeat Hashem’s 

Name at the conclusion of the brachah
��

. 

7. If a person is informed in the middle of davening that he has become an onen, he may complete the 

tefillah
��

. 

8. An onen is permitted to wear a tallis katan
��

, but he should not recite the brachah. 

9. Whenever an onen is exempt from performing mitzvos, he may not consume meat or wine. An onen may 

partake of food that was cooked together with meat or drink an alcoholic beverage other than wine, but he 

should avoid becoming intoxicated
��

. The halachah prohibits an onen to eat while reclining, in regal 

fashion
�	

. Similarly, it is appropriate for an onen to refrain from sitting down to a complete, satisfying 

meal
�


 or to eat extravagant or highly enjoyable foods
��

. On Shabbos an onen is permitted to eat as he 

normally would, and he may even partake of meat and wine
��

, provided he is not dealing with the 

preparations for the burial at that time (see below (4,6)). 

10. An onen observes the practices of aveilus that are adopted during shivah
��

, with two exceptions: He may 

wear regular shoes
��

 and sit on an ordinary chair
��

. The halachos of aveilus are detailed at length in the laws 

of shivah below (Chapter 8); therefore, we will present only a basic overview of the laws here. 
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a. Bathing: An onen may not wash his entire body with hot or cold water. He may wash his face, 
hands, and feet alone with cold water (or even lukewarm water, provided that it does not have 

detectable warmth); however, hot water may not be used. A mourner may wash any part of his body 

that has become soiled. If he is suffering from great discomfort, he may even wash his entire body. 

(For further details, see below (8,1-6).)  

b. Wearing laundered clothes: An onen may not change into clothes that have been laundered; 

however, he may change the garments that are in immediate contact with his body if he has 

perspired and is suffering from discomfort. If an outer garment such as a shirt has become soiled 

with perspiration or has otherwise become dirty, and the onen will suffer discomfort or 

embarrassment if he must continue wearing it, he is permitted to change into a clean garment, which 

should first be worn by another person. (For further details, see below (8,20-23).) If the onen wishes 

to wear an old jacket or shirt in order to avoid destroying an expensive garment when he performs 

keriah, he should make sure not to wear the garment when it is newly laundered unless someone 

else wears it first. 

c. Laundering garments: In general, it is prohibited for an onen to launder garments. See below 

(8,20-23) for scenarios in which it is permissible.

d. Haircuts and shaving: It is prohibited for an onen to take a haircut or shave his facial hair. If a 

person has begun a haircut and is informed of a family member’s passing before it is completed, he 

is permitted to complete the haircut
��

. (For further details of this halachah, see below (8,41).) 

e. Cutting nails: An onen may not trim his nails with an instrument; however, he may do so with his 

hands or teeth
��

. 

f. Applying lotion or skin cream: An onen may not apply lotion or cream to his skin for pleasure; 

however, it is permissible to apply a cream that will prevent the development of dry skin or chapped 

lips.  

g. Applying fragrances: An onen may apply deodorant; however, an onen may not wear perfume. 

h. Cosmetics and jewelry: A woman may not apply makeup or wear special jewelry during the period 

of aninus. This halachah applies equally to a married woman and a young girl. A single girl of 

marriageable age may apply makeup to a reasonable degree in order to maintain a respectable 

appearance. A woman in the first month of her marriage may apply makeup as usual; she may also 

wear special jewelry. 

i. Performing melachah: An onen may not engage in skilled work or in commercial dealings, 

regardless of whether he does so personally or someone else performs the work for him. If the 

failure to perform the work will result in a loss, either to the onen himself or to someone else, there 

are various dispensations that may be applied in specific circumstances, as will be explained at 

length below (8,60-84). (If an onen owns a store or business and will suffer a significant loss if he is 

forced to close it during the period of aveilus, it is permissible for him to sell the business to another 

person, just as we sell chometz to a non-Jew before Pesach
��

.) 

j. Torah study: Just as an onen is prohibited to daven or perform other mitzvos, it is also prohibited 

for him to engage in Torah study. Nevertheless, an onen may study practical halachos that he has a 

need to learn, such as the laws pertaining to aninus and aveilus
�	

. Even when an onen is not subject 

to the prohibition to perform mitzvos and is permitted to engage in Torah study (e.g., if he is 

traveling on an airplane), he may study only the subjects that a mourner is permitted to learn (see 

below (8,24-27)). The laws concerning Torah study on Shabbos will be presented in the following 

chapter. 

k. Marital intimacy: It is prohibited for an onen to engage in marital relations; however, an onen is 

not subject to the harchakos practiced during the period of niddah, such as the prohibition to pass an 

object to one’s spouse. Nevertheless, spouses should refrain from hugging or kissing during aninus. 

l. Social events: It is prohibited for an onen to participate in a social event or other festive occasion. 

We will not discuss this at length, since it is highly uncommon for a person to participate in such an 

event during the period of aninus. The halachos pertaining to attending a simcha on Shabbos are 

identical to the laws that apply during shivah; see below (9,16). 
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1. If a person passes away before Shabbos and the burial is scheduled to take place after Shabbos, the 

mourners are subject to the laws of aninus on Friday as on any ordinary weekday. Thus, an onen remains 

exempt from performing mitzvos and is prohibited to consume meat or wine during the course of the day. 

Most of the halachos of aninus are suspended shortly before sunset, when it is no longer possible to attend 

to the needs of the deceased, as on Shabbos itself (as will be explained in the following paragraph). At that 

time, the onen is permitted to daven Minchah, and a woman may light the Shabbos candles and recite the 

brachah
�


. 

2. On Shabbos, it is customary for an onen to wear Shabbos attire. (The onen should change only the clothes 

that are visible to others; just as a mourner may not change his undergarments for the Shabbos of shivah, an 

onen is subject to the same prohibition.) An onen should not bathe on Erev Shabbos, nor should he immerse 

in a mikvah, even if he does so every week. If he is suffering from discomfort or an unpleasant odor, he is 

permitted to bathe (as will be explained below (8,4)). 

��������	�8��!!���

3. Regardless of whether the deceased passed away on Shabbos or before Shabbos, an onen is not subject to 

the halachos of aninus on Shabbos, since the deceased cannot be buried at that time. Consequently, an onen

must observe all mitzvos on Shabbos; he should daven and take part in the Shabbos meals as usual, and he 

should recite brachos before and after eating. Similarly, an onen may eat meat and drink wine on Shabbos. 

(However, he should not eat in the presence of the deceased, as explained above (1,7). If the onen is also the 

shomer, see above(1,2).) Nevertheless, an onen must observe the laws of aveilus that pertain to his private 

conduct, as will be explained below. 

���#����8��!!���

4. The laws of aninus resume on Motzaei Shabbos. Consequently, an onen should not recite Havdalah or hear 

Havdalah from another person until after the funeral. (The halachos concerning Havdalah after a funeral 

will be outlined below (7,2).) If the burial will not take place on Motzaei Shabbos, it is preferable for the 

onen to recite the Shema for Motzaei Shabbos during the daytime on Shabbos itself, after plag haminchah, 

without reciting the brachos that accompany the Shema
��

. 

�
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5. Although it is generally not permissible to perform a burial on Shabbos, an onen may speak about the 

arrangements for a burial; this is not considered a violation of the prohibitions of v’dabeir davar 

(conversing about activities that may not be performed on Shabbos) or hachanah (preparing on Shabbos for 

a weekday)
��

. 

�
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6. When an onen is attending to matters related to the burial, he is subject to the laws of aninus even on 

Shabbos. Therefore, if an onen meets with the chevra kaddisha on Shabbos, he is bound by the laws of 

aninus at that time and is exempt from all mitzvos (and is prohibited to consume meat or wine). Similarly, if 

a death takes place on Shabbos afternoon and the family begins discussing the arrangements for the funeral, 

they should not interrupt the discussion in order to daven Minchah
��

. When the onen finishes dealing with 

the needs of the deceased, and he is merely waiting for Motzaei Shabbos in order to carry out the burial, the 

laws of aninus are suspended and he becomes obligated in all mitzvos once again. Even if the onen will 
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have to speak with the chevra kaddisha again on Shabbos, but he will not be able to do so until later in the 

day, the laws of aninus are suspended until he meets with them. (Nowadays, it is generally not feasible to 

speak with the chevra kaddisha at all on Shabbos; therefore, this halachah is rarely relevant.) 
�
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7. On Shabbos, an onen should observe the halachos of aveilus only with respect to matters that are not visible 

to others. Therefore, the following prohibitions apply to an onen on Shabbos: 

a. An onen may not use hot water even to wash his hands, nor may he wash his entire body even with 

cold water. (If a man generally performs tevilas Ezra and he will experience distress if he davens 

without immersing in a mikvah, it is permissible for him to immerse on Shabbos even when he is an 

onen
��

; however, he should make sure to come out of the mikvah immediately after the immersion 

and not to linger in the water.) 

b. An onen may not engage in Torah study, except the subjects that are permissible for a mourner to 

learn. An onen may read shnayim mikra v’echad targum, as well as any Torah passages that are 

generally studied as part of the Shabbos routine, such as Pirkei Avos
��

. 

c. An onen may not put on newly laundered garments for pleasure. If his garments become soiled with 

perspiration or dirt, he is permitted to change, as will be explained below (8,20-23). (On Erev 

Shabbos, an onen may change his outer garments in honor of Shabbos, as we explained above.) 

d. An onen is permitted to greet another person with the words “Shabbat Shalom” or “good Shabbos.” 

e. Marital intimacy is prohibited
��

. 

�
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8. When an onen comes to shul on Shabbos, he should sit in his usual seat
��

. 

9. An onen should not receive an aliyah. If his failure to receive an aliyah will be a public demonstration of 

aveilus—for instance, if he is the only kohen in the shul—it is permissible for him to be called to the Torah; 

however, it is preferable for him to leave the shul before the Torah reading so that it is not necessary for 

him to receive an aliyah. (See below (9,20-23) regarding a levi or a person who is required to be given an 

aliyah). 

10. An onen is permitted to serve as a baal korei if there is no one else in the shul who is capable of reading 

from the Torah. 

11. An onen who is a kohen should not recite birkas kohanim. He must leave the shul before the kohanim are 

called to the duchan
��

. 

12. It is customary for an onen after the death of a parent to recite Kaddish on Shabbos. (This halachah is not 

relevant on a weekday, since an onen is exempt from davening altogether during the week.) 
�
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1. If the burial will take place locally and the mourners will be present at the burial—or if they will be in the 

same city but will not attend the burial
�	

, as is customary in certain areas—the mourners are subject to the 

laws of aninus until the burial, and the laws of shivah take effect immediately thereafter. (If the mourners 

do not accompany the procession to the cemetery, they should gauge the amount of time that is likely to 

elapse before the burial, or they should wait to hear from the participants that the burial has taken place, and 

then begin observing shivah.) 

���	�������
�	���������	�����0���	�����������2���������	������2�����������������
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2. If the mourners are present with the deceased, and some or all of them will escort the body to its 

burial place: This often takes place when a deceased person is transported to Eretz Yisrael for burial, but 

the halachah applies in any case in which the deceased is transported across a distance generally traveled by 

plane. In this scenario, as long as the mourners are in the vicinity of the deceased and are capable of taking 

part in the arrangements for the funeral, they are subject to the laws of aninus detailed above. The 

conclusion of aninus and the beginning of aveilus are governed by the following halachos: 

a. The mourners who accompany the deceased to the burial should continue observing the laws of 

aninus until the burial and should begin observing the laws of aveilus after the burial
�


. (Even if they 

will not be present at the burial itself, as long as they will be in a location nearby at the time, they 

should begin observing the laws of aveilus only at the time of the burial.) See below (5,19) 

regarding the halachos governing the mourners’ conduct while traveling by plane. Immediately after 

the burial, the laws of aveilus take effect. If all of the mourners travel with the deceased, the period 

of shivah is calculated from the time of the burial. If some of the mourners remain behind and do not 

accompany the deceased, see below regarding the calculation of shivah. 

b. The mourners who remain behind and do not accompany the deceased to the place of burial:

The mourners who remain behind should begin observing the laws of aveilus when they conclude  
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c. their involvement with the deceased and take their leave of him before his final journey
��

. The laws 

of aveilus take effect at that time and the mourners should participate in a seudas havraah. (In this 

scenario, the mourners should perform keriah when the eulogies are delivered or when they take 

their leave of the deceased; see (6,2)). 
- ����$��=�������
���
���<��&�
�
������
���)��=�

���
��������)!��������������
	�	�����
��)	�=�������������


�������	��
������������
����5�����=����
�����#
 ����
!
����%��

������
������.��=��)���������������

���	�&�
	�
����
�	��
(������&�

�������	������	��������.)�
��=�
������.)�
����
�����6��&������
��

�������

	�����
	�����
���
������)�
�.������������
��)�
�
��������
�=��������
������.�������)�	���
��)
�
������

.)�
���
���������.�!

��
��

!�����
�
��
��%+�
�����
��
��
������������
����
���������
��
��

����)&��	�.����

D��� +�$� 
���	
������ ������ ���� .)�
���� �
	��� ��	

���� �
��)����
���=� ���� ��

��� ���
��� ���.���

!�
������� ��F�

�� �
�� ���
��� ���� ���� ����

	��� ��� ����
��(� �)�

!� ���� 

���$�


!� 	���=� ���� ���
���

���.���� 	�� 
��� ��$�� ���� ����)�� ��� �	�	��G� ����� ���� �.�
!���	� ��� �.���$�� ���� �
�8$��� �
	� ���� 
���

�).F�����������&���
.
�
�
������
�)�

!�������
	��

����������������
��=���
�����������������
�������

����� 	�� 
��� ��6�� ������=� �����)!�� ���� ���
������.�����)��� �.���$�� ���� ���� ���
��)���� ���
������� �����

&����

� ����
��	�	=� �)������ ����&���
.
�
�
�����.���

!��
	����$

!
��
�� +������ 
���
��

�� ���)�	�.��

���	�����������.)�
��=��

�������
�������.�!

�����������
��
��
��

- �
������
��
�� 

���
������� ��������
	�	��������
���	��
	����� ��������
�������	��
���������6��������=�����

��)�
�������)�	�
�����������
��

��
�����	���������
�����
������.��-��&���

!���
�����
�<��	��=������

���)�	���������
��

�.)�����)�	������

���������
�

!�����!�
��
�
��
��

- �
�������
�)��
�
�=�������)�
�����
���
���.���.�������
������
���
�������#
 ����
!
�����������
��������	F)���

���
���.���$�
����������
�������
���������
�������

���
��=�
������	������	�&�����������

��)�����
���
	�

����.)�
�����6���&�����

�����8�D
�������
����$�D���+�$=����
�D���+�$��
�����$�����
$�	�

��)�����
��.��

�����
�������������������
����6�����������������#
 ����
!
������
����������=�������������)�
�����
���
���

.���.�������.���$������
���������������
����������#
 ����
!
���=��

�����������������)�


!�����
���

�

��������
�D���+�$��+��������=��������
������.�������)�	�.�!

����
���.���$�
����������
��������
����

�������6�����$���������	������	=�����������)�	���$��	�
��
������������
��#
 ����
!
����������
��
��

- ��� ���� .)�
��� �
��� ��6�� &���������� ���
� ������ 	���� ������ ���� ���
������.���� ��6�� ���
�� ���$�� ��� ����

	������	=����
��$�
�
������#
 ����
!
�������$�������
!��
�������.�	�=��������������
������.�������)�	�

.�!

��.���$

!�����
��
���	
�������

- ���������	��������� +��� ����)�� ���#
 ��� �
!
���� 
�� ��
�����	� �
��� �
� ���� ������� ��� ���� ���
��=� 
�� �
��

��
�	��
��
$��

��
�������%���

�����$
�


��(��
	�����)&&���������=�����
���	����
.�

!�����
�����&�
�
.���

���� �
�� ��)
!��� �
.�

!�� 

� ���� ����� ����
�
�� �
� �� ���
��� ����� ��
�
���� ��� !���
� �
.�

!�� ���� �
$�� 

�

��&������ �����=� 
�
�� ��� ���� ���.���� ��� ���� ���
��� 
�� �����	�	� ��
�� ����)�
��
�� %����� �)����
�
���

��

��

� ����� ���� ����)�� ���#
 ��� �
!
���� 
�� ��
�����	� �
� �� ��

��� ���
������.��� �$�
� 
�� ���� ������

���.��������������
��������

�
�
�����

	�&�
	�
��(�

d. Calculating the Days of Shivah when some of the mourners escort the deceased to burial while 

others remain behind: We have already explained that when some of the mourners accompany the 

deceased to the burial and the others remain behind, the mourners who accompany the body should 

not observe the laws of aveilus until after the burial, since they are given the status of onenim until 

that time. The family members who remain behind, on the other hand, generally begin observing the 

laws of aveilus as soon as they take leave of the deceased. However, the calculation of the end of 

shivah will vary between different scenarios, as follows:

- When the mourners will return before the conclusion of shivah: Any mourner who 

accompanies the deceased and returns before the conclusion of the shivah to join with the other 

mourners who had remained behind (even if for only a brief part of the shivah and then return to 

their own homes for the remaining time
78

), should observe shivah until the same time as the 

other mourners; he is not required to continue the observance of shivah until seven days after the 

burial itself. Even if the gadol habayis travels to the burial, if he returns to the same location as 

the other mourners, his observance of shivah should conclude at the same time as theirs
�	

. For 

instance, if the deceased is taken from America to Eretz Yisrael on a Tuesday afternoon, and the 

relatives who remain in America begin observing shivah immediately—even though the burial  
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- does not take place until Wednesday—then even a mourner who accompanied the deceased will 

conclude the shivah on Monday along with the remainder of the family. 

- When the mourners will not return before the conclusion of shivah: A mourner who 

accompanied the deceased to the burial and will not return to join the other mourners until after 

the shivah, should calculate the days of shivah beginning with the burial, rather than completing 

their shivah along with the family members who remained behind. This is true regardless of 

whether they sit shivah at the same location as the burial or in a different city. Thus, in the above 

scenario, the mourners who accompany the deceased to Eretz Yisrael will end shivah on 

Teusday, whereas the family members who remain in America will end on Monday. (As we 

noted above, there are some scenarios in which the mourners who remain behind will be 

required to observe shivah at the same time as the gadol habayis, and therefore they will 

likewise begin the observance of shivah at the time of the burial, rather than immediately after 

the deceased departs.) 

����
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3. If a family member is in a different country and will not be present at the funeral or participate in the 

arrangements for the funeral (that is, he is not actually involved in the preparations, even if it is technically 

possible for him to participate in the arrangements by telephone), he is not subject to the laws of aninus; 

instead, he should begin observing the laws of shivah immediately�
. He should tear his garments and have 

a seudas havraah at that time.  

-  In this scenario, even if the family member is not financially independent, if he is not in the same city 

as the gadol habayis, he should calculate the period of shivah from the time that he is notified about the 

death (i.e., although his father is considered the gadol habayis and, under other circumstances, the son 

would be required to observe shivah along with his father, since they live in separate cities, he does not 

mourn together with him). For instance, a yeshiva bachur learning in a distant country who is supported 

by his father and is notified about the passing of a family member, should begin observing shivah

immediately if he does not intend to return home for the burial
��

. 

4. In this case, the mourner should calculate the days of shivah based on when he is notified about the death 

rather than the time when it actually occurs. If a mourner is in a different time zone, and he is notified about 

the death when it is still daytime at his location but the night has already arrived at the location of the 

deceased, both shivah and shloshim are calculated based on the date at his location. For instance, if a person 

passes away in Eretz Yisrael on the seventh of Shevat immediately after nightfall, and his son in America is 

notified while it is still the afternoon of the sixth of Shevat, then the son should begin observing shivah

immediately if he will not be attending the funeral in Israel (even if he will travel to Eretz Yisrael and arrive 

only after the funeral). Thus, the son would conclude the observance of shivah on the morning of the 

twelfth of Shevat, even though it is only the sixth day since the death
82

. 

5. The halachic principle of miktzas hayom k’kulo (a portion of a day is equivalent to an entire day) is always 

invoked with regard to the laws of aveilus. Therefore, as long as a person begins observing aveilus at some 

time before sunset, the day on which he began mourning is considered the first day of shivah. Nevertheless, 

if a person happens to daven Maariv before the conclusion of the day, and he is notified about his loss after 

davening Maariv, then the portion of the day remaining until sunset does not count toward the days of 

shivah, and the following day is considered the first day of shivah
��

. At the same time, the mourner should 

wear tefillin on the following day (albeit without reciting the brachah), even though a mourner generally 

does not wear tefillin on the first day of shivah at all��. 

����
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6. If a mourner is in a different country and will not be present at the funeral, but he participates in making 

arrangements for the burial and the funeral by telephone or other means, he is subject to the laws of aninus

described above
��

. The mourner should perform keriah upon being notified of his loss
��

. In this case, the 

mourner becomes subject to the laws of aveilus after the burial or after completing his involvement in the  
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preparations for the burial
��

. The seven days of shivah begin at that time, and he should have a seudas 

havraah. 

�����
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7. If a family member is in a different country but the deceased will be brought to his location for burial (for 

instance, if a father passes away in chutz la’aretz and will be brought to burial in Eretz Yisrael, and his son 

lives in Eretz Yisrael), the mourner becomes subject to the laws of aninus even while the deceased is still 

far away, and the seven days of shivah commence after the burial
��

. 

8. While the deceased is en route to the destination, if there is no need whatsoever for the mourner to make 

funeral arrangements in advance of the burial, although he is not required to perform mitzvos such as 

reciting brachos and davening, he is permitted to do so; however, it is still prohibited for him to wear 

tefillin on the day of the death itself. The mourner should consult with a rav before performing any mitzvos 

in this situation
�	

. 

�����
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9. If a mourner is in a distant location but will travel to the site of the funeral, he is subject to the laws of 

aninus and should calculate the shivah beginning with the day of the burial. Regarding his conduct while he 

is traveling by plane, see below (5,19). 

10. While the onen is still in a different country, if there are no arrangements whatsoever for him to make in 

advance of the burial, although he is not required to perform mitzvos such as reciting brachos and davening, 

he is permitted to do so; however, he should not wear tefillin on the day of the deceased’s passing. The 

mourner should consult with a rav before performing any mitzvos in this situation
	


. 
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11. If a family member will be present at the funeral but will not be able to participate in making the funeral 

arrangements—for instance, if he is serving a prison sentence and is not permitted to make telephone calls 

to people outside the prison, but he will be allowed to attend the funeral—he is not subject to the laws of 

aninus at all. In this situation, the mourner is obligated to observe all mitzvos and is permitted to consume 

meat and wine, and he should calculate the days of shivah beginning with the burial
	�

. The mourner should 

not wear tefillin on the day of the death or on the day of the burial, which constitutes the first day of aveilus. 

(If the death or the burial takes place at night, the mourner should not wear tefillin on the following day.) 

However, if the burial takes place several days after the death, the mourner should wear tefillin during the 

intervening days, including the morning prior to the burial, without reciting the brachos
	�

. (If the prisoner 

will not be present at the funeral, he should begin observing aveilus immediately; this is similar to the case 

of a family member who is in a distant location
	�

.)

���	������
�����1��2����������@	������	�

12. If it will not be possible to bury the deceased for a day or two
	�

 (for instance, if the authorities will not 

release the body until that time), but it is possible for the family members to make arrangements for the 

burial, the laws of aninus take effect as usual. 

13. If it will not be possible to bury the deceased for three days or longer, the laws of aninus do not take effect; 

however, the family members should not wear tefillin on the actual day of the death. When the burial 

becomes permitted, the family members become subject to the laws of aninus until after the deceased has 

been buried. In fact, the laws of aninus take effect slightly before the time when permission is received for 

the burial, as soon as the family is able to make arrangements for the funeral and burial. After the burial, the 

laws of aveilus take effect. 

14. If the relatives do not know whether they will receive the body for burial at all, or if they do not know when 

the body will be available for burial, they should consult with a rav regarding when to observe the laws of  
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aninus95. If they give up hope of retrieving the body, they should calculate shivah and shloshim from that 

time. 

15. Even if it is clear that the family member is deceased, but the body has not yet been located, the family 

members are not subject to these halachos, as long as they are trying to attain the body. The mourners 

become subject to the halachos of aninus when the body is located, and the halachos of aveilus take effect 

after the burial. If the family gives up hope of locating the body, the halachos of shivah and shloshim take 

effect immediately. (Even if the body is found more than thirty days after the death, or the family members 

despair of finding it only after that time, shivah and shloshim are still observed
96

.) 

16. If the deceased was a married man, and his wife is prohibited to remarry due to the lack of sufficient 

evidence of his death, then the family should not observe shivah until the death has been proven sufficiently 

for the widow to remarry. In any such situation, the guidance of a rav should be sought
97

. 

17. If the mourners do not know with certainty that their family member has actually passed away, they are not 

subject to the halachos of aninus or availus
98

. 

18. If the body of a deceased person is discovered thirty days after his death (i.e., it is clear that thirty days have 

elapsed since the death), and the family was previously unaware that he had passed away, they should 

consult with a rav to determine whether it is considered a shemuah rechokah99. 

4��	���������2
��	���������

19. When an onen travels by plane—for instance, if he is traveling along with the deceased to the place of 

burial or to the location of the funeral—then if it is impossible for him to make telephone calls from the 

plane and to make arrangements for the burial, the laws of aninus are suspended during the flight. 

Consequently, the mourner should recite brachos and daven as usual while in transit
100

; however, he should 

not wear tefillin if the death occurred on the same day. If it is a different day, he should put on tefillin but 

should not recite the brachah
101

. As soon as the plane lands and it becomes possible again for the mourner 

to participate in preparations for the burial, the laws of aninus take effect again. 

In fact, the same halachah applies even if an onen has the technical ability to make telephone calls 

or otherwise communicate with others during the flight, as long as he has a highly limited ability to make 

funeral arrangements. However, if the onen actually takes part in arranging the funeral and burial while he 

is on the plane, he is indeed subject to the laws of aninus. 

Nonetheless, if the onen can make telephone calls and communicate with others without restriction 

while on a flight, as from the convenience of his home (as is expected to be the case in the near future), then 

the laws of aninus apply on a plane as well
102

. 
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20. When a deceased person does not have immediate family members (i.e., those who are obligated to observe 

the laws of aveilus following his passing), and there is a specific person who is responsible for the burial 

(for instance, the adopted son of a parent who has no other first-degree relatives), this person is considered 

to be involved in a mitzvah and is exempt from the performance of other mitzvos at that time. Such an 

individual may not interrupt his preparations for the funeral in order to perform any other mitzvah if the 

funeral will be delayed as a result, as this would be considered disrespectful to the deceased. 

21. Nevertheless, the person in this scenario does not have the halachic status of an onen, who is prohibited to 

observe mitzvos; therefore, he is required to recite a brachah before drinking and to recite the Shema at the 

appropriate time. Since these are small delays that would not disrupt the scheduling of the funeral, the 

person responsible for organizing it should not refrain from performing these mitzvos. This is especially 

true today, when the chevra kaddisha tends to most of the needs of a deceased person
�
�

. 

� �
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1. After the passing of any first-degree relative for whom shivah is observed (see above (2,6-8)), a person is 

obligated to perform keriah and to recite the brachah of dayan ha’emes. 

���	����4�������
����
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�����

2. If a burial will take place on an ordinary weekday (i.e., not on Chol Hamoed) and the mourner will be 

present during the funeral, it is customary to delay the performance of keriah until the funeral
�
�

, where the 

chevra kaddisha can instruct the mourners on the proper procedure of keriah. If the deceased is being 

transported to a distant location for burial (such as Eretz Yisrael), the mourners who do not accompany the 

body should perform keriah at the time of the eulogies for which they are present
�
�

. 

3. A family member who will not be present at the funeral should recite the brachah of dayan ha’emes and 

tear his garments as soon as he is notified of the death, or at least before the funeral. 

4. In any case, if a mourner does not perform keriah before the funeral, he may perform it at any time before 

the conclusion of the seven days of mourning. With regard to the brachah of dayan ha’emes, however, 

some authorities maintain that it may not be recited after three days have elapsed since the burial or since 

the mourner was informed of the death
�
�

.  

5. If a person is informed of a family member’s death only after thirty days have elapsed, see complete edition 

regarding the laws of shemuah rechokah. 

���	����4�������
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6. If a person passes away on a holiday and is buried on Chol Hamoed, it is customary that only the children 

of the deceased perform keriah at that time. Any other family members should not perform keriah until the 

beginning of shivah, which follows the conclusion of the holiday. If the death takes place before Yom Tov 

and burial will be on Chol Hamoed, it is preferable for the family members to perform keriah before Yom 

Tov begins (provided that they are familiar with the proper procedure.) 

7. In any case in which a family member will not be performing keriah until after the burial, he should recite 

the brachah of dayan ha’emes at the time of the death or when he is notified about it. (This brachah may be 

recited even on Shabbos or Yom Tov.) Even if he does not recite the brachah immediately, it should be 

recited prior to the burial, rather than at the time of the keriah after the burial
�
�

. 

8. If a family member will not be observing shivah at all after the holiday—for instance, if he is notified about 

the death on Chol Hamoed, 29 days after it occurred, and it will have the status of shemuah rechokah after 

Yom Tov—he should perform keriah on Chol Hamoed
�
�

. Likewise, if it will not be possible for him to 

perform keriah after Chol Hamoed for some other reason, he should do so on Chol Hamoed itself
�
	

. Any 

mourner who performs keriah on Chol Hamoed, even if he is supposed to perform it at a different time, will 

likewise fulfill his obligation. (In fact, even if a mourner violates the laws of Shabbos or Yom Tov by 

performing keriah, he will also discharge his obligation
��


.) 

����4�����
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9. The brachah of dayan ha’emes should be recited before keriah; the mourner should tear his garment 

immediately thereafter. If the mourner has already recited the brachah (for instance, if the deceased passed 

away on Shabbos and he recited the brachah at that time), he should not repeat the brachah at the time of 

the keriah. 

10. The text of the brachah is ��
����������������������
�������
�����. 
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11. It is permissible for a mourner to change into a less valuable garment before performing keriah, in order to 

avoid ruining an expensive garment
���

. (The mourner should make sure not to put on a newly laundered 

garment; instead, he should have another person wear the garment for a short time before he puts it on.) 

2��������������4�����
�������
����
�

12. The following is the procedure for keriah after the death of a parent: 

a. The mourner must tear all of the garments he is wearing. For instance, if he is wearing a shirt and a 

suit jacket, he must tear both. (In a community in which a suit jacket is worn only on special 

occasions, some people do not tear their jackets
���

.) A mourner should not tear his undershirt
���

or 

tallis katan (tzitzis)
���

, nor should he tear a winter coat or raincoat or any other garment worn only to 

protect one from the cold or rain
���

. 

b. Keriah should be performed on the upper portion of the front of the garment, beginning at the 

collar
���

. 

c. It is preferable to tear the left side of the garment; however, if a mourner tears the right side of his 

garment, he has discharged his obligation. 

d. The garment should be torn vertically
���

. 

e. The tear should not be limited to the length of one tefach. Rather, the tear should reach the 

mourner’s heart
���

. 

f. The mourner should stand while performing keriah
��	

. He should not be sitting, lying down, or even 

resting his weight on an object (to the point that he would fall if the object were removed
��


). If a 

mourner performs keriah while he is sitting, he should repeat the keriah while standing. (The same 

garment may be used again, distancing a tefach from the tear.) If the mourner is elderly or frail and 

cannot stand, someone else should stand beside him and tear the garment while he sits
���

. 

g. The mourner should tear his garment with his hands
���

; a knife or scissors should not be used. If it is 

difficult to tear the garment by hand, a pair of scissors or a knife may be used to begin the tear
���

. 

Even if it is possible for the mourner to tear the entire garment on his own, it is customary for 

another person to begin tearing it with a knife and for the mourner to complete the process of keriah

with his hands. A mourner should be assisted by a person of the same gender. 

h. If a mourner is not capable even of completing the keriah with his hands alone, it is preferable for 

him to ask another person to tear his garment by hand, rather than using a knife
���

. 

i. Keriah should not be performed in a way that prevents others from witnessing it. For instance, the 

mourner should not tear his garment beneath a coat or in a private room
���

. At the same time, it is 

not necessary for the mourner to make sure that the keriah is witnessed by others. If he is alone in 

his home, for instance, he is not obligated to go outdoors in order to perform keriah. He should 

simply not make a point of concealing the act. 

j. A female mourner is also required to tear all of her garments after the death of a parent. A woman 

should therefore make sure to wear a shell beneath her garments so that her skin will not be exposed 

when keriah is performed
���

 (since a shell is an undergarment and does not need to be torn). If a 

woman is wearing only two garments and both are subject to the requirement of keriah, she should 

tear only the outer garment in order to avoid exposing her skin. If the woman is wearing only one 

garment, and it is therefore inevitable that her skin will be exposed, it is preferable for her to 

perform keriah after the funeral in a private location or after putting on an additional garment. 

k. After performing keriah, a female mourner should repair the tear in order to preserve her 

modesty
���

. The tear may not be sewn professionally; it is generally closed with a safety pin
���

. 

�

�
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13. The procedure for keriah for any other first-degree relative is the following: 

a. The mourner should tear only his outermost garment
��	

. (It must be an ordinary garment, such as a 

shirt; keriah is not performed on a tallis katan or undershirt, or on a winter coat or raincoat
��


.) 

b. The mitzvah of keriah may be performed on a suit jacket
���

; however, in a community in which 

jackets are worn only on special occasions, some authorities maintain that keriah should not be 

performed on a suit jacket. Therefore, some have the custom for a mourner to remove his suit jacket 

(so that his outermost garment will be an ordinary shirt) and to perform keriah on his shirt 

instead
���

. 

c. Keriah should be performed on the upper portion of the front of the garment, beginning at the 

collar
���

. 

d. It is preferable for keriah to be performed on the right side of the garment; however, the mourner 

fulfills his obligation even if he tears the left side of the garment
���

. 

e. The garment should be torn vertically. 

f. The minimum length of the tear is one tefach
���

 (between eight and ten centimeters). The mourner 

may tear the garment further if he desires
���

. 

g. It is permissible to use a knife or scissors to tear the garment. 

h. The mourner should make the majority of the tear on his own; however, it is customary for another 

person to begin the process of keriah and for the mourner to complete it
���

. A mourner should be 

assisted by a person of the same gender. 

i. If it is difficult for the mourner himself to tear his garment, he may ask someone else to tear it for 

him
���

. 

j. The mourner should stand while performing keriah. He may not tear his garment while sitting, lying 

down, or resting his weight on an object (if he would fall if the object were removed). If a mourner 

performs keriah while lying down, he should repeat the keriah while standing. (The same garment 

may be used again, distancing a tefach from the tear.) If the mourner is elderly or frail and is unable 

to stand, it is preferable for another person to stand beside him and perform the keriah while he is 

sitting
��	

. 

k. A female mourner should make sure to wear two garments (or a shell beneath her shirt) so that her 

skin will not be exposed when her garment is torn. If she is wearing only one garment, it is 

preferable for her to tear the garment in a secluded place after the funeral or to put on an additional 

garment. 

l. After performing keriah, a female mourner should repair the tear in order to preserve her modesty. 

The tear may not be sewn professionally; it is generally closed with a safety pin. 

�������	�����������

14. There are various halachos governing when and how it is permissible to repair a garment that has been used 

for keriah. (As mentioned earlier, women should repair the tear immediately in a crude fashion). We will 

not discuss these halachos at length, since most people today tend to discard the torn garments rather than 

repairing them. If a person wishes to repair a garment that was torn for this purpose, it should be done in 

consultation with a rav. 
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15. After the passing of a relative other than a parent, a mourner may change out of his torn garment during the 

shivah. The mourner is not required to tear the garment that he puts on to replace it
��


. However, if he 

performs keriah before the burial, he should not change into a different garment until after the burial
���

. 
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16. If a person who has lost a parent wishes to change his garments during the shivah, he is required to tear any 

new garment that he wears, whether it is an outer garment or a garment worn below another article of 

clothing
���

. The procedure for keriah is identical to the manner in which the initial keriah is performed
���

. A  
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mourner is not required to perform keriah on a pajama shirt
���

, undershirt, tallis katan (tzitzis), winter coat, 

or raincoat. 
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17. If a person is mourning for two family members at once (i.e., if both deaths occurred before the keriah, even 

if the two family members did not pass away at the same time), he is required to perform keriah only once 

for both. This halachah holds true if the mourner has lost both of his parents or two other first-degree 

relatives; however, if a person suffers the loss of a parent and a different family member at the same time, 

he must perform keriah twice
���

. (It is considered disrespectful to a parent to consolidate the keriah for their 

passing with the requirement to rend a garment in mourning for a different family member as well.) 

18. If a person performs keriah for one family member and then a different family member passes away, the 

halachos governing this scenario are complex. Since this is not a common occurrence, we will not discuss 

the various details here. 
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19. A mourner is not required to use his own garments to perform keriah; he may also discharge his obligation 

by tearing garments that have been loaned to him, provided that the owner of the garments permits him to 

do so. If a person is wearing garments that he is not permitted to tear (for instance, a prisoner who is 

wearing a prison uniform), he cannot fulfill his obligation by tearing those garments, since it would be 

considered a mitzvah habaah ba’aveirah (in this case, the sin of theft). Thus, if a prisoner will be able to 

wear a garment at the funeral that he is permitted to tear, he should perform keriah at that time. If he 

subsequently puts on his prison uniform again, he should not tear it even if he is mourning the loss of a 

parent. If a mourner does not have an opportunity to wear a garment that he can tear at any time between 

the death and the conclusion of shivah, he should not perform keriah at all
���

. 
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20. A minor is not obligated to perform keriah even if he has reached the age of chinuch
���

. However, if a child 

loses a parent, someone should rend his garments in order to generate sorrow. Since the purpose of tearing a 

minor’s garments is to engender sorrow and not to fulfill the mitzvah of keriah, it is not necessary to 

observe all the details of the procedure of keriah; for instance, the child may sit while keriah is 

performed
���

. Nevertheless, if a child has reached the age of chinuch, it is preferable to perform the 

procedure of keriah with all the details delineated above, since there are some authorities who maintain that 

a child who has reached the age of chinuch is required to perform keriah. 

21. If a different family member of a child passes away, the child should not perform keriah at all
��	

.  

22. The garments of an infant or small child who is not present at the funeral and eulogies should not be torn at 

all, even after the passing of a parent
��


. 

23. Even a minor who is not obligated to perform keriah may recite the brachah of dayan ha’emes
���

. 

��������'$�����������	������
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1. At the beginning of the period of shivah (i.e., after the burial or when the mourner concludes his 

involvement with the deceased as detailed above (Chapter 5)), the friends and neighbors of a mourner 

should send food for the first meal of the mourning period. This meal is known as the seudas havraah. On 

the first day of aveilus, the mourner is prohibited to consume any of his own food until he has participated 

in the seudas havraah; however, it is permissible for him to drink before this meal
���

. (In a case of great 

necessity, the mourner may eat fruit or similar foods even before the seudah.) 

"��������!����������8�
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2. If a burial takes place after Shabbos or Yom Tov and the mourner must recite Havdalah before the seudas 

havraah (since he was an onen at the conclusion of Shabbos and was therefore not permitted to recite 

Havdalah at the time, and it is now prohibited for him to eat before Havdalah), he may recite Havdalah on 
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wine that belongs to him
���

. (The mourner should begin Havdalah with the brachah of borei pri hagefen

and should omit the pesukim (beginning with “hinei E-l yeshuasi”) preceding the brachah
���

. If Havdalah is 

recited anytime after Motzaei Shabbos, borei minei besamim and borei meorei haeish are omitted).
�
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3. If a mourner does not receive food from his friends or neighbors, or he is in a place where it is not possible 

for food to be sent to him, he is not obligated to suffer from hunger; rather, he may eat his own food
���

. 
�
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4. It is customary for bread (or cake)
���

 and eggs to be sent for the seudas havraah. The eggs should be peeled 

by others for the mourner
���

. 

5. It is preferable for the mourner to eat only food that was sent by others at the seudas havraah
���

. However, 

if there is a need, he may consume food of his own after partaking of the bread that was sent to him
��	

. 

6. After the seudas havraah, a mourner may eat his own food without restriction. 
�
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7. If a mourner does not wish to eat, he is not obligated to partake of the seudas havraah. He is permitted to 

fast voluntarily until the night and then to eat his own food
��


. (As was explained above, the mourner is 

permitted to drink during this time.) 

8. If the mourner does not have a chance to partake of the seudas havraah before the end of the day—for 

instance, if the burial takes place shortly before sunset—he is not obligated to hold a seudas havraah at all, 

and he may eat his own food as soon as the night begins
���

. Nevertheless, it is proper for food to be sent to a 

mourner even in this situation
���

. 

9. If the burial takes place at night, the following day is considered a continuation of the night, and the 

mourner may not eat his own food until the seudas havraah has been held
���

. 
�
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10. A seudas havraah should not be held after a burial that takes place shortly before Shabbos, out of deference 

for kavod Shabbos
���

. (Since it is prohibited to hold a large meal shortly before Shabbos, and a seudas 

havraah may not be held on Shabbos, it is omitted altogether
���

.) 

11. A seudas havraah should not be sent to a mourner on Shabbos or Yom Tov at all, even if there was 

insufficient time after the burial to hold the seudah before the beginning of Shabbos or Yom Tov, or if the 

burial took place on Yom Tov itself. 
�
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12. The mourner’s other family members (as well as others who were involved in the eulogies or are visiting to 

pay their condolences) may partake of the seudas havraah along with him
���

, except on Chanukah, Purim, 

Rosh Chodesh, and Chol Hamoed. However, the family should make certain that the seudah is not attended 

by so many people that they will be forced to divide into two groups
���

, as this would have the appearance 

of a social event
���

. 

13. A mourner may not be included in a zimun of ten men at the seudas havraah; however, he may participate 

in a zimun of three people
��	

. If there are ten men present who participated in the seudah in addition to the 

mourner, the birkas aveilim should be recited during birkas hamazon by the entire group, as will be 

explained below (10,5-6).
�

���	
=��:�4
���:�������������:��	�������"������

14. A seudas havraah should be held even on Chanukah, Purim, Rosh Chodesh, or Chol Hamoed. On these 

days, however, only the family members in mourning should participate in the seudah
��


. However, some 

do not hold a seudas havraah on Chol Hamoed
���

. In light of this practice, a mourner is not obligated to 

refrain from eating his own food before a seudas havraah on Chol Hamoed
���

. Some people customarily 

send cake and coffee to a mourner on Chol Hamoed in place of bread and eggs, as a visible reminder that it 

is a holiday
���

. On Purim, the mourner should be given bread along with meat and wine rather than eggs
���

.
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1. A mourner may not bathe during shivah, even with cold water; however, a mourner may wash his face, 

hands, and feet alone with cold water
���

. Lukewarm water may be used for this purpose as well, provided 

that the warmth is not detectable
���

. Hot water may not be used to wash any part of the body. 

2. If a mourner’s hands or other parts of his body become soiled, he may wash those parts of his body with 

soap and water
���

. If many different parts of his body have become soiled (e.g., if he fell into mud), he is 

not required to make the effort of washing each body part separately; instead, he may wash his entire body 

at once
���

.  

3. A mourner is permitted to bathe with soap and shampoo to rid himself of an unpleasant odor
��	

; however, 

he should use lukewarm water rather than hot water
��


. 

4. A person who suffers greatly from the prohibition to bathe, such as someone who generally bathes every 

day or two and experiences great discomfort when he cannot do so for several days, is permitted to wash his 

entire body
���

. He should use lukewarm water rather than hot water. He may use soap or shampoo if he 

feels the need, but he may not use hair conditioner or a moisturizer for his skin
���

. He should bathe only as 

long as is necessary to cleanse himself; he should not prolong the bathing for the sake of pleasure
���

. It is 

best to refrain from bathing altogether on the first day of mourning, until shekiah
���

. 

5. In a case of need, bathing is permissible for a mourner who is ill or a woman who has just given birth. Hot 

water may be used if needed. On the first day of mourning, it is preferable to refrain from bathing until 

shekiah
���

. 

6. A mourner who is suffering from sores, an itch, dandruff, or some other irritation on his scalp may wash his 

hair with shampoo or the like
���

. 

7. A mourner should not immerse in a mikveh even for tevilas Ezra. If he is generally meticulous about 

performing the immersion and he will not feel comfortable davening if he does not immerse, he should 

consult with a rav
���

. 
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8. It is prohibited for a mourner to apply perfume
���

 or lotion (such as skin moisturizer) for pleasure.

9. It is permissible to apply skin cream in order to avoid developing dry skin or to use an ointment to prevent 

chapping of the lips.  

10. It is permissible for a mourner to apply deodorant, since its purpose is only to prevent a foul odor and not to 

create pleasure
��	

. 

11. A newly married woman during the first 30 days of her marriage may use a lotion or cream to beautify 

herself so that she will not become displeasing to her husband
�	


. 
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12. It is forbidden for a married woman or a young girl to put on makeup or to wear special jewelry
�	�

. A single 

girl of marriageable age may apply makeup to a reasonable degree in order to maintain a respectable 

appearance. A newlywed woman who is in mourning in the first month of her marriage is also permitted to 

apply makeup as she would under ordinary circumstances and may even wear special jewelry
�	�

. 
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13. It is prohibited to wear leather shoes during shivah. Shoes made of other materials may be worn
�	�

.  

14. If a mourner wears special orthopedic shoes made of leather, and other types of footwear will cause him 

pain, he may wear his orthopedic shoes when leaving the house (in a situation when he may leave his house  
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during shivah, in accordance with the halachos discussed below), since it is not feasible to walk outdoors 

without shoes at all
�	�

. Likewise, if a mourner will experience pain or discomfort if he does not wear his 

orthopedic shoes at home, he where it whenever necessary
�	�

. 

�
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15. It is forbidden to wear laundered garments during shivah. 

16. Even clean garments that are not visible to others, such as undergarments, may not be worn if they are 

freshly laundered
�	�

.  

17. If a garment such as an undershirt has been soiled (e.g., with perspiration), the mourner is not required to 

endure the discomfort of wearing it, and he is permitted to change into a fresh garment. A mourner is not 

required to have someone else wear a clean undergarment before he puts it on, since the average person 

would be repulsed by such a requirement
�	�

. Some authorities permit a mourner to place a clean garment on 

the floor and step on it rather than giving it to someone else to wear; according to this view, one should 

follow the same procedure before putting on a clean undergarment
�	�

. 

18. If an outer garment such as a shirt has become soiled with perspiration or dirt, and the mourner will suffer 

physical discomfort or embarrassment if he continues wearing it, he is permitted to change into a clean 

garment. In this case, the garment should be given to another person to wear for an hour or two before he 

puts it on, so that it will not be completely fresh.  
�
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19. During shivah, a mourner may not make his bed with fresh sheets
�		

, use a freshly laundered towel
�



, or 

place a fresh tablecloth on a table
�
�

. If he is sleeping in another person’s home (for instance, he is sitting 

shivah in another person’s home and he sleeps in the house of mourning as well) and it is necessary for him 

to be given fresh linens, another person should lie down (or at least sit) on the bedsheets for a short period 

of time so that they will not be completely fresh. Alternatively, he should place the sheets on the floor for a 

short time and step on them, if he generally follows this leniency. 
�
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20. Due to the prohibition of melachah, it is prohibited for a mourner to launder his own garments during 

shivah, even for the purpose of wearing them only after the conclusion of shivah
�
�

. It is likewise prohibited 

for a mourner to perform any type of housework that is not necessary for the period of shivah (as will be 

explained in further detail below(8,60-62)).  

21. If a mourner needs to launder the clothes of family members (as is often the case when a woman is in 

mourning and must launder her family’s garments), he or she is permitted to place the garments in a 

washing machine along with detergent and to have someone else turn on the machine. A mourner is 

permitted to place laundry in a clothes dryer and to turn it on
�
�

. 

22. In a case in which a mourner is not permitted to launder his garments to wear them during shivah, it is also 

prohibited for others to launder the mourner’s garments, even if the mourner will not wear them until after 

shivah. This is part of the general prohibition to perform melachah for the benefit of a mourner. On the 

other hand, if someone launders the entire family’s garments and the mourner’s clothes are mixed with 

them, it is not necessary to make the effort to remove the mourner’s clothes from the pile; one may simply 

launder all the garments together
�
�

. 

23. If a mourner does not have clean undergarments and is suffering from discomfort to the point that he is 

permitted to change his undergarments, he should ask someone else to launder the garments for him. When 

that is impossible, he may launder them himself
�
�

. 

�
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24. During shivah, a mourner is prohibited to engage in Torah study, since the Torah “gladdens the heart.”  

25. A mourner may study the halachos of aveilus or other subject matter associated with mourning, as well as 

other sections of the Torah that deal with distressing subjects, such as Sefer Iyov, Megillas Eichah, the 

prophecies of punishment in Sefer Yirmiyah (omitting the pesukim of consolation), the third perek of 

Maseches Moed Katan (which deals with the subjects of aveilus and nidui), and other passages concerning 

the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash or other punishments meted out to the Jewish people. A mourner is 

also permitted to study mussar in order to be inspired to repent; there is no requirement for him to skip the 

pesukim and maamarei Chazal quoted in the mussar texts
�
�

. 

26. When a mourner studies topics that are permissible for him to learn, he should not do so as part of a group 

of people
�
�

.  

27. A mourner should refrain from learning any subject in great depth or analyzing it in order to develop 

chiddushim, which can be a great source of pleasure for a person. At the same time, a mourner may learn in 

his customary fashion and with his usual thoroughness, even if he will naturally come up with chiddushim

during the course of his learning. He may also write down these chiddushim in order to retain them
�
�

. 

28. It should be noted that the poskim
�
	

 state that a rebbi who teaches small children is permitted to teach his 

students even during shivah, if there is no one to substitute for him and his absence will cause their learning 

to be impaired. Likewise, if a father typically learns with his sons, and their learning will be impaired if 

someone else takes his place, the father is permitted to continue learning with them as usual
��


. 

Nevertheless, this is clearly not the accepted practice, and if a situation of need arises, one should consult 

with a rav. 

29. A mourner is permitted to recite the pesukim and maamarei Chazal that are part of the daily tefillos, such as 

Perek Eizehu Mekoman. It is also permissible for a mourner to recite the passages in the Torah dealing with 

the korbanos, the passage of the akeidah, and the like. If a mourner customarily omits certain passages in 

the davening on Tishah B’Av, he should do the same during shivah
���

. 

30. A mourner may recite Tehillim for prayer
���

. 

31. A mourner is permitted (and, in fact, obligated) to listen to the Torah reading
���

; however, he should not 

receive an aliyah. The mourner may not be given an ailyah even if he is the only kohen or levi present; even 

if he is called to the Torah, he should not accept the aliyah
���

. If the entire minyan consists of mourners, the 

aliyos may be given to them, since it would otherwise be impossible for the Torah reading to take place at 

all. Likewise, if the mourner is the only person present who is capable of reading from the Torah, and the 

Torah reading will not take place unless he does so, then it is permitted for him to conduct the leining
���

. 

32. A rav who is sitting shivah is permitted to respond to halachic queries if there is no one else who can 

answer the questions. The same is true for a mourner who is not a halachic authority but is required to 

respond to a halachic question by virtue of his or her personal role, such as the father or mother of a family. 

Thus, if a halachic question arises while a parent is sitting shivah, he or she may inform the rest of the 

family of the correct halachah if there is no one else who can answer the question
���

. 

33. Although there is a specific prohibition to engage in Torah study during shivah, since the Torah has a 

special capacity to “gladden the heart,” a mourner should also refrain from allowing other matters to distract 

him from his aveilus. For instance, a mourner should not become engrossed in a novel. On the other hand, it 

is permissible for him to skim through a newspaper, as long as it does not take his mind off his mourning
���

. 

�
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34. A mourner may not sit on an ordinary chair during shivah. Instead, the mourner should sit on the ground, on 

a pillow, or on a low chair.  

35. It is customary for the chair used during shivah to be less than three tefachim high. In a case of necessity, a 

mourner may sit even on a chair that is slightly higher, provided that it is visibly lower than an ordinary 

chair
���

.  



�
�
�
�
�
	
�

��������.$�������������8������

36. It is permissible for a woman who is expecting, a person who is ill, or someone who is elderly or weak to sit 

in an ordinary chair during shivah
��	

. 

37. A mourner may sit in an ordinary seat while traveling in a car or the like
��


. 

38. A mourner may sleep in a bed as usual
���

. 

�
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39. A mourner should not wear tefillin on the day of the burial
���

. If the burial takes place at night, he should 

refrain from wearing tefillin the following morning
���

. If the burial takes place during bein hashemashos, he 

should wear his tefillin on the following day, but he should not recite the brachah
���

.  

40. On the second day of shivah, the day following the funeral, the mourner should wear tefillin; however, it is 

preferable for him to wait until after sunrise to put them on
���

. On the subsequent days of shivah, he should 

wear tefillin as usual. 
�
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41.  A mourner may not cut his hair at all during shivah. This prohibition applies equally to men and women, 

and includes the hair of the head, the mustache, and any other area of the body. Combing hair is 

permitted
���

. 
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42. It is forbidden to cut one’s nails with an instrument during shivah
���

.  

43. The nails may be shortened in an unusual fashion (e.g., with one’s fingers or teeth).  

44. If a mourner has an ingrown toenail, it is permissible for him to remove it
���

. 

�
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45. A mourner should not greet others during shivah with the words “shalom aleicheim,” and others should not 

greet him or her in that fashion. If someone inadvertently greets a mourner during the first three days of 

shivah by saying “shalom aleicheim,” the mourner should not respond “aleichem shalom”; instead, he 

should tell the person that he is in mourning. After the first three days of the shivah, the mourner may 

respond with the words “aleichem shalom.”
��	

46. The actual prohibition relates to using the phrase “shalom aleichem.” It is also improper to say “good 

morning” or “good night,” which is considered a form of greeting
��


. On the other hand, it is permissible to 

say “hello” or “goodbye” to a mourner, since these expressions are merely considered a means of 

recognizing another person’s presence and are not a form of she’eilas shalom
���

. 

47. A mourner is permitted to express his good wishes to others (e.g., by wishing someone mazel tov)
���

. 

�
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48. It is forbidden for a mourner during shivah to do things that bring him joy, such as participating in a 

celebration or dancing. (See below (Chapter 13) for the halachos concerning music and dancing during 

aveilus.) The halachah prohibits organizing a large formal meal for the mourners and their relatives to enjoy 

together, even if the meal takes place in the house of mourning
���

. Nevertheless, this situation is fairly 

uncommon, except at a bris milah and the like, and since such an occasion would constitute a seudas 

mitzvah, it is governed by a different halachah (see complete edition). 
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49. Unless there is a specific need, it is prohibited for a mourner to hold a baby on his or her lap during shivah, 

since holding a child generally cheers a person up
���

. If the child will cry if he is not held, or if the mourner 

must feed the baby or otherwise tend to his needs, it is permissible for the mourner to tend to the child
���

. If 

necessary, it is also permitted to smile or laugh at a child in order to calm him
���

. 

�����	������"�
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50. During shivah, a mourner should not leave the house of mourning
���

.  

51. If there is a need, a mourner may leave his home at night, when the streets are generally empty and it is 

unlikely for him to encounter other people outdoors
���

. (The same is true during the daytime if it is unlikely 

that he will encounter other people.)  

52. If there is a major need, such as a possible great financial loss, a mourner may leave the house even during 

the day
��	

.  

53. A mourner is permitted to return to his own home to sleep at night if it is uncomfortable for him to stay 

overnight in the house of mourning
��


. By the same token, a mourner may return to his home shortly before 

Shabbos
���

. (The mourner may also leave earlier in the day if necessary; however, in that case he should 

travel by car, in order to avoid encountering other people on the way
���

.) 

54. A mourner may leave the house of mourning for purposes related to the aveilus or the honor of the 

deceased. For instance, he may leave to continue sitting shivah at a different location, where he will be 

available to other visitors. (Indeed, when a mourner who lives far away sits shivah at the home of the 

deceased, it is a common practice for the mourner to return to his own home for one day of shivah.)
���

55. Whenever a mourner leaves his home, it is proper for him to be accompanied by a shomer (just as a chassan

is accompanied by a shomer to protect him from mazikim)
���

. 

56. If it is impossible to organize a minyan in the house of mourning, a mourner who is sitting shivah for a 

family member other than a parent, should not leave his home to participate in a minyan
���

. On the other 

hand, a person who is sitting shivah for a parent is permitted to leave the house in order to attend a minyan

and recite Kaddish, since it benefits the deceased as well; however, he should avoid conversation with other 

people both in the shul and on the street, unless they speak about matters relevant to the aveilus itself
���

. 

(Note: If the mourner leads the davening in shul, the mourner himself should not recite Tachanun, but the 

rest of the congregation should recite it, if there is a minimum of ten men who are not mourning. In Eretz 

Yisrael, the kohanim in the shul should recite birkas kohanim; however, if the mourner himself is a kohen, 

he should not recite birkas kohanim; therefore, he should not recite the chazzan’s repetition of the 

Shemoneh Esrei, so that he will be able to leave the shul and avoid reciting birkas kohanim
���

.) 

57. A mourner is permitted to go outdoors in order to recite Kiddush Levanah if the time for the prayer will 

pass before the shivah concludes
���

; however, he should recite it near his home rather than participating in a 

minyan.  

58. A mourner is permitted to leave his home in order to go to shul for the bris of his own child. Nevertheless, 

he should daven at home and go to the shul only for the bris itself
��	

. The mourner may participate in the 

seudah celebrating the bris only if it is held in his home; he may not attend a seudah in a shul or hall. 

59. If the mourner is the only mohel in the community, he is permitted to leave his home in order to perform a 

bris for others. If there is another mohel in the city or if any mourner is asked to serve as a sandak, even 

though it is technically permissible for him to leave in order to perform the mitzvah, he should refrain from 

doing so during the first three days of mourning (i.e., the day of the burial, the following day, and the 

beginning of the third day of shivah)
��


. In any event, a mourner is permitted to leave his home only to 

perform the mitzvah of circumcision; he may not participate in a seudah in honor of the bris (outside the 

house of mourning) or wear shoes. (See the halachos of shloshim regarding whether it is permissible to cut 

nails.) 

�

�
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60. Housework, such as baking, is permitted, provided that it is needed for the shivah and is not performed 

solely for after the shivah (i.e. a mourner may cook himself whatever food he wants to eat now, but may not 

cook a dish to put in the freezer and to serve by a sheva brachos the following week). However, a mourner 

is prohibited to sew or to perform similar work that requires some expertise. The prohibition of melachah

for a mourner does not have the same parameters as the prohibition of melachah on Shabbos
���

. The laws 

pertaining to shivah are most comparable to the halachos governing melachah on Chol Hamoed; a mourner 

is not even permitted to write
���

, unless there is a need for it. 

61. With regard to washing clothes, see above (8,20-23). 

62. A mourner may hire a laborer to perform a repair or other chore for him if it is needed for the proper 

functioning of the household rather than for profit, and there is a significant need for the work to be 

performed during the shivah. For instance, a plumber may be called to make a repair if the sewage system is 

backed up, or a technician may be called to fix an air conditioner if the family is suffering from the heat. If 

the task does not require special skill, and it is difficult to find someone else to perform the task, the 

mourner may perform it himself
���

. 

���=�����	�����
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63. The prohibition for others to perform work in a mourner’s home relates only to the forms of work that the 

mourner himself cannot perform, such as construction or tailoring. A household employee who performs 

tasks that are permissible for a person in mourning, such as cooking and cleaning, may continue working as 

usual. Thus, a maid or housekeeper may be employed as usual during the homeowner’s shivah
���

. 

64. Workers or other employees may not perform work in a mourner’s home (such as painting the house) even 

if they are kablanim (workers who are paid by the job rather than by the hour), and they wish to perform the 

work at that time for their own convenience. This is prohibited even if the workers cannot be seen from 

outside the house
���

. If the mourner will suffer a loss, a rav should be consulted
���

. 

65. In a case of necessity, and certainly if the mourner will suffer a loss, he may exercise leniency in this 

respect, provided that the following three criteria are fulfilled: 

a. It must be a form of work that is always performed by kablanim, and everyone else is aware that 

they have chosen to work at this time for their own convenience, rather than at the request of the 

homeowner. 

b. It must be clear to all observers that the mourner is not personally participating in the work. 

c. It must be clear to all that the workers were contracted before the shivah began. 

If all these conditions are met, there may be room for leniency if there is a need, and certainly if the 

mourner would suffer a loss; this should be done in consultation with a rav
���

. This halachah is often 

relevant to a mourner who has begun the process of renovating his home. This type of work 

typically involves an arrangement of kablanus; the workers are not paid at an hourly rate by the 

homeowner. In many cases, the mourner does not sit shivah at the home where the work is being 

performed, and it is thus clear to any observers that he is not participating in the work. (Furthermore, 

it is often not feasible for the average homeowner to participate in renovation work.) All that is 

necessary, then, is for it to be apparent that the workers were hired before the beginning of shivah; 

this condition can easily be met if the construction began before the aveilus. 

66. A private tutor may continue to teach Judaic subjects to the mourner’s children in his home
��	

. However, a 

private tutor for secular subjects should not teach the children in the mourner’s home during the shivah
��


. 
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67. An employee of any kind may not work during shivah.  

68. If the employee needs to designate a substitute to complete work that was begun before the period of 

mourning began, in order to prevent himself or his employer from suffering a loss, he may do so
���

. 

69. If the mourner will suffer a major financial loss if he does not perform the work himself (for instance, if 

there is no one else available to take over for him, and his employer will dock him a full month’s salary if 

his work is not completed), the mourner is often permitted to perform the task in private
���

, and in some 

instances even in public. This should be done in consultation with a rav
���

. 

70. When a mourner does not have responsibility to his employer, but the employer will suffer a loss if he does 

not perform the needed work personally (for instance, if there is no one else available to perform the task, 

and the employer needs it to be done immediately), there are some ways in which the mourner may be 

permitted to perform the work, if his purpose in doing so is solely to benefit his employer. This will be 

explained below (8,79-80). 

�	�1	����	��	�����=���

71. A mourner who is self-employed is not permitted to perform work or to hire someone else to substitute for 

him unless he will otherwise suffer a loss. If he will suffer a loss, regardless of whether it is direct or 

indirect—e.g., his customers will begin patronizing other businesses and he will suffer a loss in the future, 

or he will not be able to conduct business in the future unless he purchases or sells merchandise during the 

shivah—he may hire someone else to perform the work for him
���

. 

72. If a mourner will suffer a loss and it is not possible for him to have others perform the necessary work for 

him, and he will be able to perform the work in private, he is permitted to do the work on his own after the 

third day of aveilus
���

. (This means that he may perform the necessary work after the day of the burial and 

two other full days have elapsed. In a case of necessity, the mourner may perform melachah after a portion 

of the third day has passed.) 

73. A mourner may perform melachah personally during the first three days of shivah in order to avoid a major

financial loss
��	

. This should be done in consultation with a rav. 

74. If the mourner is the only person capable of performing a certain melachah, and it will cause damage to 

another person if he does not carry out the task, it is permissible for him to perform the work, as will be 

explained below (8,79-80). 

���
��	����/�	���

75. When a business owner is required to sit shivah, if it is possible for his business to cease its operations until 

the end of the shivah without suffering damage or financial loss (see below for the exact parameters of this 

criterion), the business should be closed for the duration of shivah. 
�
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76. A mourner’s business may continue to operate if all the work is performed by subcontractors who pay a 

percentage of their profits to the mourner (i.e., they are not actually in the mourner’s employ, and they 

merely share the proceeds of their work with him) and receive payment based on the volume of work they 

complete. In this case, since the workers are working for their own benefit rather than for the mourner, they 

may continue doing so even though the mourner will profit as a result
��


. 

77. If it is possible, a person who knows that he is about to go into mourning (e.g., if one of his family members 

is on their deathbed) should sell his business to a friend if he knows that he will suffer financial damage 

from closing it during the week of shivah. If this was not done before the passing of a family member, the 

mourner may still sell his business while he is an onen (since the laws of aveilus do not take effect fully 

until the burial). If the mourner is only a partner in a business, he is not required to sell it; it is sufficient to 

relinquish his share of the partnership. 

78. When the above options are not practical (i.e., the mourner cannot interrupt the operation of his business 

without suffering a loss, and he was not able to sell it before becoming subject to all the laws of aveilus), 

the following guidelines apply: 

a. If the business can continue operating b’tzina (in private): If the business owner will suffer a loss 

if his business interrupts its operations—for instance, if he will have to continue paying his 

employees’ salaries even if they are not producing any work—then the employees may continue 

their work if it can be done without being seen by the public (and in a location other than the 

mourner’s home), as in generally the case in an office setting
���

. If another person can be tasked 

with managing the office or business, the mourner may not manage its operations even over the 

telephone. If this task cannot be performed by someone else and the mourner will incur a loss if he 

does not perform it himself, he may direct his workers over the telephone or via email after the first 

three days of shivah (i.e., after the day of the burial and the entirety of the following two days, or, in 

a case of need, after a portion of the third day has elapsed). To avoid major financial loss, the 

mourner may do so even during the first three days of shivah. This should be done in consultation 

with a rav. 

b. If the mourner runs a store or other business that operates publicly: If he will suffer only a 

minor loss from temporarily closing the business, it should cease its operations throughout the week 

of shivah. Nevertheless, the reality today is that most such businesses would suffer a major loss if 

they were forced to close for a week. Even if a business would not suffer a direct loss, it usually 

would lose many customers who would begin patronizing other stores or service providers, resulting 

in a significant reduction in its business in the future. Therefore, it is permissible for others to 

operate a mourner’s store or business even if it is in view of the public. If another person can be 

tasked with managing the business, the mourner may not manage its operations even over the 

telephone. If this task cannot be performed by someone else and the mourner will incur a loss if he 

does not do it himself, the mourner may direct his workers over the telephone or via email after the 

first three days of shivah (i.e., after the day of the burial and the entirety of the following two days, 

or, in a case of need, after a portion of the third day has elapsed). To avoid major financial loss, the 

mourner may do so even during the first three days of shivah
���

. This should be done in consultation 

with a rav. 
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79. Just as a mourner is prohibited to perform melachah for his own needs during shivah, it is also prohibited 

for him to perform work to benefit others, even if his primary purpose is to assist others rather than for his 

own monetary gain. For instance, an auto mechanic may not fix a friend’s car during shivah, even without 

charge. 

80. This is true only when there are other professionals who would be capable of performing the work in his 

place—for instance, in the above scenario, if the mechanic’s friend could have his car fixed at a different 

garage. However, if there is no one else who can perform the task, and another person will suffer a loss if it 

is not performed—for instance, if the car owner’s income will suffer if he is not able to use his car—the 

mourner himself may perform the melachah
���

. Consequently, a sofer who is sitting shivah may write a get  
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if there is no one else who can do it and the woman might become an agunah if it is not written 

immediately
���

. A doctor whose services are needed may treat a patient even if there is another doctor in the 

city
���

. Nevertheless, it is not proper for a mourner to collect payment for services performed during shivah, 

unless he is poor or cannot forego the payment for other reasons
���

. The same guidelines apply when a 

mourner is an employee and his employer needs work done that only the mourner can do. 
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81. A mourner is permitted to receive work during shivah with the intent of performing it after the shivah has 

concluded; however, he may not occupy himself with formulating price quotes in any way (e.g. he may not 

assess the work or measure an item)
���

. 
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82. A kablan who received work from a mourner prior to the beginning of the aveilus may perform the work in 

his own home or business. For instance, a dry cleaner may clean a mourner’s garments that were delivered 

before the aveilus. Even if the mourner will profit from the work (for instance, if he hires computer 

programmers to create a program that will be sold for profit after the shivah), a kablan is permitted to 

continue his work at the time of his choosing.  

83. However, if a worker is paid an hourly rate, his work is viewed as belonging to the employer. In that 

situation, even if the work is performed in the employee’s home, and he profits from it and works for his 

own benefit, he should refrain from performing the work unless the employer will suffer a loss
���

. 

84. See also Workers in a Mourner’s Home (8,63-66) 
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85. Any family member whose earnings are acquired by the mourner, such as the mourner’s wife
��	

 or a 

dependent child, may not perform melachah during the shivah for the benefit of the mourner
��


. Today, 

however, women generally work for their own benefit, to generate additional income for the household 

expenses, and it is therefore permissible for a mourner’s wife to continue working while he sits shivah
���

. 

Nevertheless, it is preferable for a mourner to renounce his claim to his family members’ earnings by 

stipulating that the proceeds they generate during the shivah will be their own property
���

. 

����������	�
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86. It is prohibited for a mourner to engage in marital relations; however, the harchakos practiced when the 

wife is a niddah, such as the prohibition to pass objects to one’s spouse, are not applicable
���

. Nevertheless, 

the spouses should refrain from hugging or kissing
���

. 

87. A woman in mourning is permitted to wash herself before beginning the shivah nekiim
���

. She may also 

perform all necessary bedikos during the period of shivah. A woman should not immerse in a mikvah 

during the period of shivah (since it is prohibited to engage in marital intimacy in any event).  

88. If the final day of shivah falls on Shabbos and the woman’s immersion is scheduled for Motzaei Shabbos, 

she should perform the chafifah on Motzaei Shabbos
���

. If Shabbos is followed immediately by Yom Tov, 

when it is not permissible to perform a chafifah, it should be performed instead on Erev Shabbos
���

. 

However, the woman should preferably have a friend cut her nails for her, rather than doing it herself. If she 

is unable to ask a friend to do this, she may cut her nails on her own
���

. 
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1. On Erev Shabbos during shivah, a mourner should daven Minchah in his home. If possible, a minyan should 

be formed in his house, as on other days of the week of shivah. 

�����	������8��!!���

2. A mourner may not bathe or shower on Erev Shabbos
��	

. If he suffers from physical discomfort or a foul 

odor, he may bathe as he would during the rest of shivah
�	


; see above (8,1-6).  

3. Even if a man generally immerses in a mikvah every week before Shabbos, he should not do so during 

shivah. 

4������	������"��������8��!!���

4. A Shabbos tablecloth should be placed on the table
�	�

. 

5. The mirrors in the house should be uncovered before Shabbos
�	�

. 
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6. A mourner may change into his Shabbos clothes and shoes at plag haminchah on Erev Shabbos
�	�

.  

7. Only garments that are visible to others, such as a shirt or pants, should be changed. Of course, a mourner 

may not wear his torn garment on Shabbos.  

8. A mourner should not change into different undergarments, since this is an element of mourning that is 

b’tzina (not noticed by others) and is therefore prohibited on Shabbos. Consequently, if a mourner has 

changed his undergarments on Friday morning and has no need to change again at the beginning of 

Shabbos, he should not change them several hours later in honor of Shabbos
�	�

. Of course, if he has 

perspired and the garments have become uncomfortable, he may change them as he would during the rest of 

shivah; see above (8,20-23). 
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9. A mourner may sit on an ordinary chair throughout Shabbos
�	�

. 
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10. The prohibition of washing on Shabbos is the same as during the week. A mourner may not wash his face, 

hands, and feet with hot water on Shabbos. It is also prohibited for him to wash his entire body, even in cold 

water
�	�

.  

11. A mourner may not immerse in a mikvah on Shabbos morning even if he generally does so
�	�

. If he has a 

need to perform tevilas Ezra and he will be disturbed by his inability to do so, he should consult with a rav. 

������8�
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12. A mourner may not engage in Torah study even on Shabbos; however, he is permitted to read shnayim 

mikra v’echad targum
�	�

. Some authorities also permit a mourner to read Pirkei Avos and any other Torah 

passages that are typically read on Shabbos as part of the routine of the day
�		

. 

��������

13. A mourner is permitted to sing Shalom Aleichim, Eishes Chayil, and the other zemiros of Shabbos as 

usual
�



. 
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14. Although a mourner is permitted to leave his house in order to daven in shul on Shabbos, he should not 

leave in order to take a stroll or for any other unnecessary purpose
�
�

.  

15. If the mourner generally attends seudah shlishis in a shul and it will be evident that he is absent because of 

his aveilus, it is considered a public act of mourning to absent himself from the meal, and he may come to 

shul as usual
�
�

.  

16. Likewise, if his family celebrates a simcha or other such event (such as the aufruf of a son or brother) and it 

will be evident that he is not attending because of his aveilus, the mourner is permitted to go to the simcha

and participate in the meal in order to avoid a public display of mourning
�
�

. (See complete edition 

regarding participating in a simcha during mourning.) 

����8��!!���2���	�	��

17. The mourner should go to shul for Kabbalas Shabbos and the other tefillos of Shabbos. 

18. The mourner should change his seat in shul
�
�

. It is preferable for him to sit at a distance of at least four 

amos from his usual seat
�
�

. 

19. If the Shabbos of shivah coincides with Chanukah or Rosh Chodesh, the mourner should recite Hallel in 

shul as usual
�
�

. 

���������������	��

20. A mourner should not receive an aliyah, unless his failure to receive an aliyah will constitute a public 

display of mourning. 

21. If a mourner is the only kohen in the minyan he may be given an aliyah. However, if he knows that he is the 

only kohen present, it is preferable for him to leave the shul before the Torah reading begins so that it will 

not be necessary for him to be called to the Torah. (However, he should not be told to leave.)
�
�

  

22. Likewise, if he is the only levi in the shul, it is permissible to give him the second aliyah. A levi should not 

leave during the Torah reading to avoid receiving an aliyah
�
�

.  

23. If the mourner is a person who is required to receive an aliyah (such as a chassan), he should also be called 

to the Torah in order to prevent a public display of mourning
�
	

. 

24. If the mourner is the only person present who is capable of reading from the Torah, he may serve as the 

baal korei. 

25. If the mourner is the gabbai of the shul, he may perform his duties as usual. 

������	
�
�����

26. In Eretz Yisrael, it is a common custom for a mourner who is a kohen to participate in duchaning on 

Shabbos even during shivah
��


. 

"��������

27. On Motzaei Shabbos, the mourner should begin Havdalah with the brachah of borei pri hagefen and should 

omit the pesukim (beginning with “hinei E-l yeshuasi”) preceding the brachah
���

. 

�

����������	�
���

28. During shivah, a mourner may not engage in marital relations on Shabbos
���

. 

� �
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1. It is customary to light a candle in memory of the deceased and to allow it to burn throughout the shivah. 

The candle should be lit in the room where the deceased passed away. If that is not possible (for example, if 

the passing took place in a hospital), the candle should be lit in the house where shivah is observed. Even 

when the shivah is cut short due to a Yom Tov, the candle should be left to burn until seven days have 

elapsed since the passing. Likewise, when a person passes away on Chol Hamoed and the shivah does not 

begin until several days later, a candle should be lit nonetheless during the days following the passing. 

Before Shabbos or Yom Tov, a candle should be lit that will continue to burn throughout the Shabbos or 

Yom Tov
���

. 

�

������	��������������

2. It is customary to cover the mirrors in every room that the mourner will use. Some also have the custom of 

covering pictures of people
���

. 

�
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3. Greetings should not be exchanged in a house of mourning, even between two people who are not in 

mourning
���

. 

�
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4. Many have the custom to refrain from removing food or any other items from a house of mourning. It is 

acceptable to be lenient in this regard
���

. 

�
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5. If ten men recite Birkas Hamazon together in a house of mourning, even if only some of them are mourners, 

they should insert the following passage in the fourth brachah: ����������
��������
��������
���������
������	
�� ����
�����	���
	�����	
������� �������
�	����� ����� �������� ������������� ���

���������
	���������������������������
������������������������������������������
�������
����

���	�������������������
�������
����������
������������������	��������������������������

���� !����. (See footnote
���

 for an explanation of why this brachah was instituted specifically to be recited 

during Birkas Hamazon.) On Shabbos, the brachah for aveilim should be recited during bentching when 

there is a zimun of ten men, all of whom are mourners. If some of the men are not mourners, then the person 

leading the zimun, who bentches aloud, should not recite the passage (since it would be considered a public 

display of mourning), while the others, who bentch in an undertone, should recite it
���

. 

6. When a zimun is made in a house of mourning, some adjust the text of the zimun to read “ �������!��
��"������
"�����
.” On Shabbos this adjusment is not made everyone present is a mourner

��	
. 

�

��	�
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7. During the Talmudic era, it was customary for the family members of a mourner to practice aveilus along 

with him during the period of shivah, out of respect for the mourner. Today, it is customary for mourners to 

forgo this honor and to permit their family members to refrain from observing the strictures of aveilus.  
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Since this is the general practice, a mourner does not have the right to compel his family members to 

observe the halachos. There are many communities, however, where it is customary for the family members 

to observe some of the laws of aveilus. In Eretz Yisrael, for instance, the family members of a mourner 

typically refrain from attending weddings and from bathing in hot water during the period of shivah. Every 

individual should follow the local custom
��


. 

�
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8. It is considered proper for minyanim to be held throughout the shivah in the place where the death took 

place
���

, even if there are no mourners there
���

. (If the deceased was a child less than one year old, this 

practice is not relevant
���

.) In modern times, however, most deaths take place in a hospital rather than in the 

home of the deceased, and this practice is not feasible. Nevertheless, minyanim are generally formed at the 

location where the mourners sit shivah, so that they will be able to participate in a minyan. (See above 

(8,56) regarding whether a mourner may go to shul if a minyan was not formed in his house.) 

9. It is a mitzvah for a person who has lost a parent to lead the davening in a minyan
���

. A person who is 

mourning the death of a different family member should not serve as shaliach tzibbur during the shivah

unless there is no one else present who is capable of leading the davening
���

. 

10. There are many different customs regarding whether a mourner should lead the davening, or parts of it, on 

Rosh Chodesh, Chanukah, and other days when Tachanun is not recited. Every individual should follow the 

local custom. Where there is no custom, a mourner should not lead the davening for any tefillos on Rosh 

Chodesh, Chanukah, Purim and Erev Pesach. Regardless of whether he leads the davening, the mourner 

should recite Kaddish on those days. 

11. Tachanun is not recited in a house of mourning. Likewise, Lamenatzeiach (chapter 20 of Tehillim) and the 

prayer of E-l Erech Apayim (recited before the Torah reading) are omitted as well. 

12. The chapter of Tehillim that begins “lamenatzeiach l’vnei Korach” (ch. 49) should be recited in a house of 

mourning after Shacharis and Maariv (if the minyan follows nusach Ashkenaz) or after Shacharis and 

Minchah (for those who follow nusach Sephard). On a day when Tachanun is not recited, the 15
th

perek of 

Tehillim, beginning with the words “michtam l’Dovid,” should be recited instead. On Shabbos and Yom 

Tov, these passages are not recited at all. 

13. A mourner is permitted to recite the pesukim and maamarei Chazal that are part of the daily tefillos, such as 

Perek Eizehu Mekoman. It is also permissible for a mourner to recite the passages in the Torah dealing with 

the korbanos, the passage of the akeidah, and the like. If a mourner customarily omits certain passages in 

the davening on Tishah B’Av, he should do the same during shivah. 

14. A mourner should not recite Hallel on Rosh Chodesh. It is customary for the mourner to leave the room 

when the rest of the minyan reaches Hallel, in order to enable the other participants to recite it. (When Rosh 

Chodesh falls on Shabbos, the mourner should recite Hallel in shul.)  

15. A mourner should recite Hallel on Chanukah; however, some authorities maintain that he should leave the 

room and not recite Hallel, as he would do on Rosh Chodesh
���

. 

16. In most communities it is customary for the kohanim not to duchan in a house of mourning
���

, and the 

shaliach tzibbur likewise omits the passage “����� ����� ������	 ��
	� ����
	.”
���

 In Yerushalayim, kohanim

generally duchan in a house of mourning; however, if the mourner himself is a kohen, he should not duchan 

and should leave the room before the kohanim are called. If the mourner neglects to leave the room, he 

should recite the brachah. 

17. It is customary to learn mishnayos (specifically the eighth chapter of Maseches Mikvaos, especially 

mishnayos 4 through 7) to bring merit to the deceased. This is usually done between Minchah and Maariv in 

the house of mourning. It is customary for the mourner to listen to the mishnayos; however, he should not 

read the passages aloud, nor should he ask questions or participate in any discussion concerning the 

contents
��	

. 
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1. In general, a mourner should not bathe throughout shloshim. In any situation of discomfort or distress, the 

mourner is permitted to bathe with lukewarm water
��


 (i.e., water without detectable warmth). Soap and 

shampoo may be used, as well as hair conditioner or skin moisturizers (since there is no prohibition of 

sichah during shloshim)
���

.  

2. A person who is suffering significantly from the inability to bathe is permitted even to use hot water
���

.  

3. A mourner who is not completely healthy may bathe in hot water in order to strengthen himself, even if he 

is not actually ill
���

. 

4. Tevilas Ezra may be performed during shloshim
���

 (even in a heated mikvah). A mourner who generally 

immerses in a mikvah every day before davening may do so during shloshim as well
���

. 

�
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5. A married woman may apply makeup and wear jewelry during shloshim. The same applies to a single girl 

of marriageable age. However, a young girl (or a divorcee or widow)
���

 may not wear makeup or special 

jewelry
���

. 

�

"����
���

6. A mourner may not take a haircut, shave his beard, or cut hair anywhere else on the body during the period 

of shloshim.  

7. A man may trim his mustache if it interferes with eating
���

.  

8. A woman
��	

 (or even a young girl, in a case of necessity
��


) is permitted to shave any hair that she removes 

on a regular basis (regardless of whether it is on her face or elsewhere on the body, such as the legs
���

). A 

woman should not take a haircut during shloshim since her appearance will not be marred if she refrains 

from cutting her hair for a month. 

9. A mourner may take a haircut or shave before a medical procedure that requires it, provided that it is 

actually necessary to perform the procedure during the shloshim
���

. 

�

�
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10. A mourner may not cut his or her nails with an instrument during shloshim.  

11. The nails may be removed in an unusual fashion (for example, with his hands or teeth)
���

.  

12. If a male mourner’s nails have grown very long and he suffers discomfort or embarrassment as a result, and 

he does not wish to bite or pull off the excess nails, he may ask another person to use an instrument to cut 

them for him; however, he should not do so himself
���

.  

13. If a woman is in mourning and is suffering distress or discomfort from her overgrown nails, she may cut 

them herself with an instrument
���

. 

14. A doctor who must keep his fingernails trimmed in order to treat his patients may ask someone else to cut 

the nails with an instrument for him
���

.  

15. If a mourner has an ingrown toenail, he may even cut it himself if necessary.  

16. A mohel who must trim his nails in order to perform a circumcision may do so if there is no other mohel in 

the area; however, if there is another expert
���

 mohel available, he may not trim his nails for this purpose
���

. 

�
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17. A mourner should not wear laundered garments during shloshim.  

18. If a garment has been soiled (e.g., with perspiration or dirt), the mourner is not required to endure the 

discomfort of wearing it, and he is permitted to change into a fresh garment. However, when feasible, the 

mourner should ask someone else to wear the garment first for an hour or two, so that it no longer has the 

feel of having been freshly laundered. This halachic device should be employed for garments that are not 

worn directly against the body, which will not repulse the mourner if they are have been worn by another 

person. Undergarments may be changed whenever one is suffering from discomfort
349

. 

19. Any clean garment that is worn by another person for a short period of time, to the point that it no longer 

has the feel of having been freshly laundered, may be worn by a mourner even if he chooses to wear it 

purely for the purpose of enjoyment
350

. 
�
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20. It is customary for a mourner to refrain from wearing his Shabbos clothes on a weekday during the period 

of shloshim. However, if a mourner attends the simcha of a child or grandchild or some occasion of that 

nature, and it will be uncomfortable for him to wear ordinary clothes, it is permissible for him to wear his 

Shabbos attire
���

. 

�
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21. A mourner should not use freshly laundered bedsheets for the sake of pleasure. If his bedsheets have 

become soiled and he wishes to change them, he may place clean sheets on his bed. In this case, it is 

preferable to have someone else lie (or at least sit) on the sheets for a short period of time before the 

mourner uses them; however, if this disturbs him, it is not necessary
���

. Alternatively, if the mourner 

practices the leniency of placing clean garments on the floor and stepping on them, he may do the same 

with bed linens. 
�

��
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22. A mourner is permitted to launder garments during shloshim if he intends to wear them after shloshim, if his 

other clothes become soiled and he has no clean clothes to wear, or for Shabbos. Likewise, he may launder 

another person’s garments
���

. 

�
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23. A mourner should not purchase new garments during shloshim unless there is a need to do so (for instance, 

if his clothes have been ruined). In that case, he may purchase and wear simple, ordinary clothes (such as a 

T-shirt or an ordinary pair of trousers). If there is a need, a mourner may even purchase important garments 

(even a new suit and the like), but he should not wear the garments while they are still “new.” Instead, the 

garments should be given to another person to wear for two days before the mourner wears them
���

. 

�

4
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24. If a mourner needs to buy new shoes
���

 or new eyeglasses
���

, he may wear these items even without having 

someone else wear them first. 
�
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25. A mourner is permitted to greet others as usual during shloshim
���

. It is customary to permit others to greet 

the mourner as well
���

. 

�
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26. During shloshim, a mourner should not sit in his usual place in shul
��	

. It is preferable for him to sit at a 

distance of at least four amos from his usual seat
��


. After the loss of a family member other than a parent, 

the mourner may return to his original seat after the conclusion of shloshim. 
�
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27. It is forbidden to send a gift to a mourner during shloshim
���

.  

28. However, if the mourner expects a particular gift due to the standard social practice (such as a gift of money 

given to the rav of a community or to a teacher before Purim), it is permissible to give it.  

29. Likewise, it is permissible to give a gift if the mourner will otherwise be distressed; this applies, for 

instance, to wedding gifts generally given by friends to a bride and groom in order to help them establish 

their home. It is certainly permissible for the bride and groom themselves to send gifts to each other, as is 

the standard practice, for they will undoubtedly suffer distress otherwise. Likewise, it is permissible to send 

a gift to any family member who will otherwise be offended or will suffer distress. For instance, if a young 

girl suffers the loss of a sibling shortly before her birthday, her parents may give her a birthday gift if she 

expects it and will be distraught if she does not receive it
���

. 

�
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30. The prohibition of she’eilas shalom also applies to inviting a mourner to a weekday meal
���

.  

31. Nevertheless, it is permitted to invite a mourner for a meal if the purpose is other than creating warm 

feelings; for instance, if a mourner has traveled out of town and needs somewhere to eat, it is permissible to 

host him. 

32. If the mourner was invited merely to meet with a friend rather than to join him for a meal, there is no 

prohibition for him to eat or drink there
���

. 

33. A mourner may not host guests at a meal in his home
���

, unless there is a need to extend his hospitality to 

others for a purpose other than mere socializing. For instance, if a relative or acquaintance is visiting his 

area and needs somewhere to eat, the mourner is permitted to host him
���

. 

�
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34. During shloshim, marital intimacy is permitted.  

35. A woman is permitted to wash herself before beginning the shivah nekiim, as well as to perform a chafifah. 

She is also permitted to cut her nails with an instrument on her own before immersing in a mikvah. 

Nevertheless, if it is not difficult, it is preferable to have a different woman cut the nails for her
���

. 

�
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36. It is permissible to get engaged during shloshim. 
�
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37. When there is no specific necessity, a mourner should not get married during shloshim. However, if the 

groom has not been married previously (and therefore has not yet fulfilled the mitzvah of pru u’revu) and 

the couple will suffer a financial loss if the wedding is postponed (e.g., if they have already reserved a 

wedding hall and the like), it is permissible. In a case when these concerns are not relevant (e.g., if the 

groom has children from a previous marriage and the wedding is not being held in a hall), it may be 

prohibited to get married, and even if one may get married marital intimacy may be prohibited until after 

shloshim
���

. A rav must be consulted.  

38. A mourner is permitted to get married after shloshim has concluded. Even if a man has lost his wife, it is 

customary to permit him to remarry even before three regalim have passed
��	

. 

39. In a case when a mourner is permitted to marry, it is also permissible for him to take a haircut, bathe, and 

wear new garments on the day of his wedding. After the conclusion of sheva brachos, the mourner should 

continue observing the halachos of shloshim until the end of the original thirty-day period
��


. (That is, the 

days of sheva brachos count toward the shloshim, and it is not necessary for the mourner to observe an 

additional week of shloshim to compensate for this time.) 
�
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40. On Erev Shabbos, a mourner may wash his entire body in lukewarm water (i.e., water without detectable 

warmth) but not in hot water
371

. He may also use soap, shampoo, conditioner, and lotion. 

41. A man who generally immerses in a mikvah on Erev Shabbos may do so during shloshim as well (even if 

the mikvah is heated)
���

. 

42. A mourner is permitted to wear laundered garments on Shabbos during shloshim
���

. However, he may not 

wear a garment that is white and freshly ironed and new
���

. The mourner should also refrain from wearing 

particularly fancy garments, such as those worn on Yom Tov
���

. 

43. It is permissible to host a small number of guests at a Shabbos meal during shloshim, but the mourner 

should not invite a large number of guests and cause the seudah to become a festive social meal. A mourner 

is likewise permitted to accept an invitation to a meal during shloshim, provided that there will not be a 

large number of guests present, which would make it a festive social meal. 
�
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44. When the final day of shloshim falls on Shabbos, the mourner may bathe in hot water on Erev Shabbos. 

45. If the mourner was observing shloshim for a member of his family other than a parent, he may return to his 

usual seat in shul on Friday night (but not for Minchah on Erev Shabbos). After the passing of a parent, a 

mourner may not return to his usual seat until the conclusion of the full twelve months, as will be explained 

below.  

46. The mourner may cut his fingernails if there is a need (e.g., if his fingernails have grown very long and he is 

disturbed by it)
���

. It is preferable for the mourner to ask someone else to cut his nails for him.  

47. In a case of major need, the mourner may also take a haircut before Shabbos, provided that the Shabbos is 

actually the thirtieth day since the beginning of aveilus
���

 (i.e., the period of shloshim is not cut short 

because of a Yom Tov). 

�������	���
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1. After the passing of a parent, there are certain halachos of aveilus that remain in effect for a period of 

twelve months from the time of burial (see calculation below (Chapter 14)). If a parent commands his 

children before his death to refrain from observing the laws of these twelve months, it is a mitzvah for the 

children to comply, since the purpose of this aveilus is to honor the deceased parent
���

. 

�
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2. A mourner may not take a haircut until he is told by others that his hair is overgrown, or a sufficient amount 

of time has elapsed that others would ordinarily rebuke him for growing his hair long. This is presumed to 

be twice the amount of time that the mourner would typically wait before taking a haircut. Thus, a person 

who generally has his hair cut once a month should wait until two months have passed, at which time he 

will appear unkempt enough to warrant such a rebuke. It is presumed that the average person takes a haircut 

every month and a half and therefore he may take a haircut after three months have elapsed
��	

.  

3. The mourner should preferably refrain from taking a haircut until the aforementioned amount of time has 

elapsed since the beginning of the aveilus. In a case of necessity, he may take a haircut after this amount of 

time has elapsed since his previous haircut
��


. 

4. Of course, a person who usually shaves his facial hair will reach the point of appearing unkempt by the end 

of shloshim, and he will therefore be permitted to shave at that time. Nevertheless, even though he is 

permitted to shave, he should not take a haircut until the hair of his head appears unkempt
���

, as above. 

5. It must be emphasized that even if a mourner’s appearance becomes unkempt as described above, he may 

not take a haircut until thirty days have elapsed since the burial (or the commencement of the aveilus). Even 

if the period of shloshim has ended, the mourner may not take a haircut until thirty days have actually 

elapsed. For instance, if the deceased is buried on the 17
th

 of Iyar and the shloshim concludes on Shavuos, 

since Yom Tov terminates the mourning period of shloshim, the mourner must nonetheless refrain from 

taking a haircut until the 17
th

 of Sivan, when thirty days have passed. Nevertheless, if there is a great 

necessity, the mourner may take a haircut or shave after the conclusion of shloshim
���

. For instance, in the 

scenario cited above, if the mourner is generally clean shaven and has not shaved since the beginning of 

sefirah, and he is suffering greatly from being unable to shave before Shavuos, he may do so in honor of 

Yom Tov. 

6. After the mourner has taken his first haircut, it is technically permissible for him to have his hair cut again 

whenever he wishes. However, many people have the custom of delaying all haircuts throughout the year of 

mourning for the same period of time required for the first haircut
���

, as outlined above. 

�
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7. A mourner may cut his nails during the twelve months of aveilus. 
�
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8. A mourner may launder and iron garments during the twelve months of aveilus. It is also permissible to 

wear ironed garments
���

.  

�

�
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9. It is customary for a mourner to refrain from wearing Shabbos clothes on a weekday during the year of 

mourning. However, if he is attending a simcha for a child or grandchild or any other such event, and it will 

cause him discomfort to appear in ordinary weekday attire, he may wear his Shabbos clothes. 
�
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10. During the twelve months of aveilus, a mourner should not purchase new clothes unless there is a need (for 

instance, if his existing clothes became ruined). If a need arises, the mourner is permitted to buy and wear 

simple clothes (such as undergarments or ordinary trousers). If there is a need, a mourner may even 

purchase important garments such as a new suit; however, important garments or any garment that is new, 

pressed, and white, should not be worn. Instead, these garments should be given to someone else to wear 

before the mourner wears them.
���

�
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11. If a mourner needs to purchase new shoes
���

 or new eyeglasses
���

, he may wear these items without having 

someone else wear them first. 
�

������	���������

12. A mourner is permitted to greet others as usual during the twelve months of aveilus. It is customary to 

permit others to greet the mourner as well
���

. 

�

��	�
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13. A mourner may not sit in his usual seat in shul throughout the twelve months of aveilus. After the 

conclusion of the twelve months, he may return to his previous seat
��	

. 

14. In Eretz Yisrael, a kohen who is a mourner should recite birkas kohanim every day. Outside Eretz Yisrael, 

where the kohanim recite the birkas kohanim only on Yom Tov, a mourner who is a kohen should not 

participate in this service; instead, he should leave the shul before the duchaning begins. Nevertheless, if 

two other kohanim are not present in the shul, he should participate in the duchaning
�	


. If he neglects to 

leave the shul, he should participate in the duchaning in any event
�	�

.  

�
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15. A mourner is permitted to become engaged or get married during the twelve months of aveilus. It is also 

permissible for a mourner to take a haircut and to wear new clothes on the day of his wedding
�	�

. 

�

� �
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1. It is technically permissible for a mourner to listen to slow, soft music that does not generate joy or inspire a 

person to dance
�	�

; however, many people refrain from this
�	�

. 

2. A mourner is permitted to hear the music that is played when a telephone call is placed on hold, as well as a 

song that is used as a ring tone on a telephone. 

3. A mourner is permitted to enter a store or office where music is being played. It is even permissible for a 

mourner to work in such an establishment. 

4. If a mourner is in another person’s house or car, the owner is permitted to turn on music for himself even if 

the mourner will hear it as well
�	�

. 

5. A mourner is permitted to turn on children’s songs in his home or in a car for his children. Music for 

children may also be played in a nursery school, even if a mourner will hear it. 

6. If a mourner earns a living by giving music lessons or playing in a band, he is permitted to continue doing 

so during aveilus. He is also permitted to practice playing music or to listen to new songs in order to prepare 

for his work
�	�

. 

7. A mourner may listen to music while exercising in order to pace his exercises to the beat of the music
�		

. 

8. A mourner should not play music for the purpose of enjoyment or in order to occupy himself while he is 

working (with the exception of slow, soft music, as above)
�



. 

9. A mourner who suffers from emotional difficulties or depression is permitted to listen to music if it is 

necessary in order to calm his nerves or improve his mood
�
�

. 

�

2�	��	��

10. Dancing is prohibited throughout the twelve months of aveilus. If another person will be greatly distressed 

if the mourner does not dance with him (for instance, if the mourner is the father of a chassan), it is 

permissible
�
�

. 

� �
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1. The seven days of Shivah are not necessarily calculated from the time of death, but rather from when the 

mourner begins “actively mourning,” which is generally after the period of aninus ends. When the mourner 

is present at the burial, he generally begins the mourning period at that time. If the mourner is in a different 

country, he generally begins the period of aveilus immediately. Various scenarios are discussed in detail 

above (Chapter 5). 

2. The first day of aveilus is considered one of the days of shivah even if it is not a full 24-hour period. Even if 

a person begins mourning shortly before nightfall, or even during bein hashemashos (twilight), this brief 

period of time counts as the first day of mourning, and shivah continues for only six more days. 

3.  On the final day of shivah, the beginning of the day likewise counts as a full day. However, unlike on the 

first day of shivah, the mourner must observe the laws of shivah for more than a mere few minutes of the 

day. Rather he must wait until the time when visitors would generally leave in the morning. 

4. In general, shivah concludes immediately after Shacharis on the seventh day, when the visitors depart. If 

there was no minyan in the house of mourning and there were no visitors, one should calculate the time of 

day when the participants in the Shacharis minyan departed on previous days of shivah. If there were no 

minyanim in the house of mourning at all, the calculation should be based on the time when visitors 

typically came to the house. For instance, if a woman is sitting shivah alone for a sister and no minyanim

were held in the shivah house, but visitors typically came to the home at 10:00 and left at 10:30, she may 

conclude her shivah at 10:30 on the seventh day. 

5. Thus, if a levayah takes place on Monday and the mourners begin observing shivah on Monday afternoon, 

the shivah concludes when the visitors leave on Sunday morning, or when they would normally leave, as 

discussed above 

6. If the shivah begins on Sunday and concludes on Shabbos (when the mourner does not receive visitors), the 

halachos of shivah remain in effect until the mourner leaves shul after Mussaf
�
�

. 

7.  In a case of great necessity, the last night of shivah may be counted as an entire day (i.e. the shivah would 

conclude after the visitors leave at night, instead of the time when they would leave in the morning.) One 

should consult with a rav in such a scenario
�
�

. 

8. If a person becomes a mourner shortly before Yom Tov, the holiday terminates the mourning; these laws 

will be explained in detail below. 

9. The halachos of shloshim take effect immediately after the shivah concludes. 
�

����
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10. The period of shloshim does not necessarily begin on the day of the actual death, nor is it necessarily based 

on the day of the burial. Rather, this period of thirty days is calculated based on when the shivah begins. 

The halachos of shloshim take effect immediately at the conclusion of shivah and continue until sunrise of 

the thirtieth day from the beginning of shivah, which is twenty-three days after the shivah concludes. 

11. For example, if the deceased is buried on Friday, the 15th of Av, and the family members begin the shivah

on that day, the shloshim will conclude after sunrise on the morning of Shabbos, the 14
th

 of Elul. If the 

deceased is buried in a Hebrew month that consists of only 29 days, the shloshim will conclude on the same 

day of the month as the burial itself. For instance, if the deceased is buried on Thursday, the 15
th

 of 

Tammuz, the shloshim will conclude on Friday, the 15
th

 of Av, after sunrise. 

12. Based on the above, if the mourner did not accompany the deceased to the burial and therefore began the 

shivah before the burial took place, the period of thirty days for shloshim should also be counted from the 

day when he began the shivah. This is because the calculation of shloshim is based on the shivah rather than 

on the burial. 
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13. If one of the family members observes an abridged shivah (or waits several days to begin the shivah) to 

correspond to the calculation of the senior family member, the calculation of the shloshim is adjusted 

accordingly.  

14. If the shivah is interrupted by a Yom Tov, shloshim will conclude earlier than 23 days after the conclusion 

of the shivah; see below (18,21).  

15. Shloshim is terminated early when it is interrupted by a Yom Tov; see below (18,22). 
�
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16. The halachos of the twelve months of aveilus are generally observed until a full twelve months have elapsed 

since the burial, not merely since the day of the parent’s passing, even though this sometimes requires the 

mourner to continue observing the halachos even after the yahrtzeit
�
�

. Thus, if the deceased passed away 

on the 15th of Iyar and was buried on the 17th of Iyar, the final day of the twelve months of aveilus will be 

the 16th of Iyar in the following year, while the yahrtzeit will be the 15th of Iyar. That is, unlike the aveilus

of shivah and shloshim, the twelve months of aveilus begin specifically on the day of the burial, not on the 

day when the mourning begins. Therefore, if a child of the deceased learns about his parent’s passing only 

several weeks later, he should nonetheless calculate the twelve months of mourning based on the day of the 

burial. Likewise, if a child was not present for the burial and began observing shivah and shloshim before it 

took place, he should nonetheless calculate the twelve months based on the day of the burial
406

.  

17. In a Hebrew leap year, the laws of aveilus are practiced until the conclusion of twelve months, not for the 

full year of thirteen months
�
�

. 

18. In a case of necessity, the twelve months of mourning may be concluded on the yahrtzeit
�
�

; however, one 

should not cease observing the laws of aveilus prior to the yahrtzeit, except during a leap year.  

19. The principle of miktzas hayom k’kulo (a portion of the day counts as if it were the entire day) is not 

applicable to the twelve months of mourning. Therefore, the laws of aveilus remain in effect until sunset on 

the final day of the twelve months
�
	

. 

�

�

�
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1. If a person loses a first-degree relative on Erev Yom Tov (or before) and the burial will not be held before 

Yom Tov, the mourner is subject to the laws of aninus on Erev Yom Tov and Chol Hamoed as on an 

ordinary weekday
��


. As a result, he is exempt from all mitzvos and is prohibited to consume meat or wine. 

However, shortly before sunset, when it is no longer feasible to attend to the needs of the deceased, most of 

the laws of aninus are suspended, as on Yom Tov itself (unless the burial will take place on Yom Tov, as 

will be explained below). Therefore, the onen may daven Minchah at that time, and a woman may light the 

candles for Yom Tov and recite the brachah���. 
�

�����	!���
�����

2. An onen should not prepare an eiruv tavshilin at a time when he is still subject to the halachos of aninus

(i.e., when it is still feasible for him to attend to the needs of the deceased). Therefore, it is preferable to 

have a member of his household perform he eiruv tavshilin on his behalf. If there is no one else who can do 

so, the mourner may perform the eiruv tavshilin himself and recite the text of the eiruv without reciting the 

brachah. Alternatively, the mourner may recite the brachah and perform the eiruv tavshilin shortly before 

sunset, when the laws of aninus are suspended
���

. 
�
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3. If a mourner bathed and dressed for Yom Tov before becoming an onen, he should observe all the strictures 

of aveilus that pertain to an onen on an ordinary weekday (such as the prohibition to bathe) until the holiday 

begins. If he became an onen before preparing for Yom Tov (a situation that is more common when the 

deceased passed away in chutz la’aretz and will be brought to Eretz Yisrael for burial, but there will not be 

time for the body to be brought to Eretz Yisrael before Yom Tov), the mourner is permitted to bathe and to 

put on his Yom Tov attire
���

. Of course, he should take care not to delay attending to the needs of the 

deceased and thus to cause the funeral to be delayed
���

. 

1������2�������������7�������
������	�D�������

4. On Yom Tov
���

, as on Shabbos, a mourner is obligated to observe mitzvos at all times, unless he is involved 

in tending to the needs of the deceased, during which he is subject to the laws of aninus, as described above. 

5. Therefore, the mourner is obligated to take part in the seudos of the holiday and is permitted to eat meat and 

drink wine. He is also obligated to recite brachos, to daven, and to observe all the mitzvos of each 

individual holiday (such as the mitzvos of shofar, sukkah and matzah). 
�
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6. If the burial will take place on Yom Tov Sheni, a mourner is subject to all the halachos of aninus on that 

day. 

7. If the deceased will be buried on the second night of Yom Tov, the laws of aninus take effect at nightfall. If 

the burial will not take place until the daytime, the laws of aninus take effect only the morning, not at 

night
���

. 

8. Likewise, if it is necessary to have a burial performed by non-Jews on the first day of Yom Tov, all the 

halachos of aninus take effect on that day before the burial
���

.  

9. Regardless of the situation, a mourner is always subject to the laws of aninus at any time that he is actively 

involved in tending to the needs of the deceased. 
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10. Regardless of whether the deceased passed away on Yom Tov or before the holiday, an onen is subject to 

the strictures of aveilus that are observed in private, as follows: 

a. The mourner may not wash any part of his body in hot water nor may he wash his entire body in 

cold water. (A man who always immerses in a mikvah when he is ritually impure is permitted to do 

so���; however, he should make sure to come out of the mikvah immediately and not to linger in the 

water.) 

b. A mourner may not apply perfume or lotion for pleasure. 

c. Once the mourner is wearing his Yom Tov attire, he may not put on newly laundered garments for 

the purpose of deriving pleasure. He may change his clothes only if the garments that he was 

wearing become soiled, and he may change his undergarments only if he is experiencing discomfort. 

d. The mourner is permitted to greet others and to engage in Torah study
��	

. 

e. Marital intimacy is prohibited
��


. 

"��������������	�����8�
��

11. An onen who comes to shul on Yom Tov should sit in his usual seat
���

. 

12. An onen should not be given an aliyah. If his failure to receive an aliyah will constitute a public display of 

mourning—for instance, if he is the only kohen in shul—he may receive an aliyah, but it is preferable for 

him to leave the shul before the Torah reading to avoid this necessity. (See above (8,22-23) regarding a 

mourner who is the only levi in shul or who is required to receive an ailyah.) Likewise, an onen should 

receive an aliyah on Simchas Torah, when it is customary for every person to be given an aliyah, as it 

would be considered a public show of mourning if he were not called to the Torah. 

13. An onen may serve as a baal korei if there is no one else in the shul who is capable of reading from the 

Torah. 

14. An onen who is a kohen should not duchan, he must leave the shul before the kohanim are called to recite 

the brachos
���

. 

15. It is customary for an onen to recite Kaddish on Yom Tov if he is mourning the death of a parent. (On an 

ordinary weekday or Chol Hamoed, this halachah is not relevant, since an onen is exempt from davening on 

a weekday.) 

16. An onen should recite Hallel on Yom Tov
���

. 
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17. After the conclusion of Yom Tov, an onen should not recite Havdalah until after the funeral. The halachos 

concerning Havdalah after a funeral are presented above (7,2). 

��������	������"������

18. On Chol Hamoed, an onen is exempt from the performance of mitzvos and is prohibited to eat meat or drink 

wine. 

19. The strictures of aveilus that pertain to an onen in private are applicable on Chol Hamoed as well, as on 

Yom Tov itself���. Thus, an onen may not bathe, anoint himself, engage in marital intimacy, shave, cut his 

nails, or wear laundered clothes on Chol Hamoed. (See above for more details.) 

��
	��	������/����

20. An onen is not obligated to perform the mitzvah of sefiras ha’omer. However, if the onen has not missed 

any previous days of sefirah, he may recite sefirah without reciting the brachah, in order to make it possible 

for him to continue reciting the brachah on subsequent nights. 

21. If a mourner recites sefirah while he is an onen, and his period of aninus concludes before the end of the 

day, it is preferable for him to repeat the count at that time, without reciting the brachah
���

.
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1. If the deceased is buried on Chol Hamoed (or Yom Tov), the seven days of shivah begin after the 

conclusion of the Yom Tov, as will be explained below. Some of the strictures of aveilus must be observed 

in private during Chol Hamoed and on the final days of Yom Tov, but there should be no public displays of 

mourning. These halachos are similar to the laws governing aveilus in private on Shabbos (as explained 

above (Chapter 9)), although there are a couple of differences. 

a. The mourner may not wash any part of his body in hot water, and he may not wash his entire body 

in cold water
���

. If the mourner is suffering from discomfort or if he becomes soiled, he is permitted 

to bathe as on an ordinary day of shivah, as was explained above (8,1-6). However, it is permissible 

for him to bathe in honor of the final day of Yom Tov���. 

b. A mourner may not use a perfume or lotion for pleasure
���

. However, a cream that is meant to 

prevent the skin from drying or otherwise avert discomfort may be used. A mourner may also apply 

deodorant. 

c. A mourner may not take a haircut or trim his nails
��	

 (even under circumstances in which this would 

generally be permissible on Chol Hamoed
��


). 

d. A mourner may not wear newly laundered garments for pleasure. If his garments have become 

soiled, he may change into clean garments. A mourner is also permitted to change his 

undergarments if he is experiencing discomfort���. A mourner may change his garments in honor of 

the final day of Yom Tov���. 

e. A mourner may engage in Torah study, even if he studies topics that are generally not permitted to 

be learned during aveilus. (This is different from the halachah concerning aveilus on Shabbos.) 

f. A mourner should not receive an aliyah during the Torah reading (except on Simchas Torah, when it 

is customary for everyone to receive aliyos and it would be a public display of mourning for him to 

refrain from being called to the Torah)
���

. If the mourner is the only kohen or levi in the shul, or he is 

required to receive an aliyah for some reason, the halachah on Yom Tov is identical to the law that 

applies on Shabbos; see above (9,20-25). 

g. A mourner is permitted to greet others with the words “shalom aleichem” on Yom Tov. Others are 

likewise permitted to greet him. 

h. A mourner should not change his seat in shul until after Yom Tov���. 

i. Marital intimacy is prohibited���. 

2. In Eretz Yisrael, a kohen in mourning may recite the birkas kohanim on Yom Tov
���

. In chutz laaretz, a 

mourner should not recite the birkas kohanim unless he is the only kohen in the shul, or there is only one 

other kohen in addition to him
���

. Otherwise, he should leave the shul before the kohanim are called; if he 

fails to do so, he should recite birkas kohanim
���

. 

3. A mourner should recite Hallel on Chol Hamoed and on Yom Tov
��	

. 
�
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4. Immediately after the final day of Yom Tov, the mourners should observe the seven days of shivah. 

5. Yom Tov Sheini counts toward the seven days of shivah, even though the laws of aveilus are not observed 

publicly on that day. Thus, the mourners should observe shivah for only six days after the conclusion of 

Yom Tov
��


. 

6. The halachos governing this shivah period are the same as the laws concerning an ordinary shivah, with two 

exceptions: 

a. The mourners should wear tefillin on the first day of shivah (since it does not follow the burial 

immediately). 

b. Since the mourners were subject to the laws of aveilus concerning their private conduct during Chol 

Hamoed, Chazal instituted a dispensation permitting mourners to have others perform melachah on  
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their behalf during shivah for the same number of days that they were required to observe those 

strictures during the holiday. For instance, if the deceased was buried on the fifth day of Chol 

Hamoed Sukkos, and the mourners therefore observed the laws of aveilus in private for a portion of 

that day, on Hoshana Rabbah, and on Shemini Atzeres [and in chutz laaretz also on Simchas Torah 

which counts as the first day of shivah as explained earlier], melachah may be performed on their 

behalf by others during the final three days of shivah (i.e., the last two full days and the final day, 

when the mourners observe shivah for only a portion of the day)
���

. 
�
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7. Although the seven days of shivah commence only after the conclusion of the holiday in this case, shloshim

is calculated from the day of the burial (or from the day when a mourner became obligated in the laws of 

aveilus in private, such as if he was in a distant location and began observing those laws immediately, as 

was explained above (Chapter5)). The days of the holiday itself thus count toward the thirty days of 

shloshim
���

. 

8. It should be noted that if a burial takes place on Chol Hamoed Sukkos, in a case of necessity the day of 

Shemini Atzeres may be seen as counting for a full seven days of shloshim, and not merely as a single day. 

For instance, if the deceased was buried on the fifth day of Chol Hamoed Sukkos, shloshim will conclude 

on the 13
th

 of Cheshvan. A rav should be consulted regarding this dispensation
���

. 
�
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9. If a burial takes place within the week preceding a holiday, and the holiday falls in the middle of shivah, the 

observance of shivah is terminated by the Yom Tov. In such a case, the laws of shloshim are observed in 

private on Yom Tov, as will be explained below. 

10. It makes no difference if the Yom Tov interrupts the beginning or the middle of shivah; even if the deceased 

was buried shortly before Yom Tov and some of the laws of shivah were observed for only a brief period of 

time, such as if the mourners removed their shoes immediately after the burial and before Yom Tov, shivah

is terminated at that time. See below regarding Erev Pesach. 
�
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11. When shivah is interrupted by the arrival of Yom Tov, a mourner is permitted to launder his garments in 

honor of the holiday before Yom Tov. He should wait until after midday on Erev Yom Tov to launder his 

garments, in order to make it evident that he is doing so for Yom Tov. However, if he will not have 

sufficient time to launder his clothes if he waits until midday, he may begin even earlier
���

. 

12. Likewise, a mourner may bathe on Erev Yom Tov in honor of the holiday after he davens Minchah
���

. A 

mourner should wait until shortly before plag haminchah before bathing, so that he will not wear laundered 

garments or leather shoes after he bathes before plag haminchah���. 

13. Nevertheless, a holiday that begins in the middle of shivah interrupts only the observance of shivah, not the 

period of shloshim. Consequently, a mourner may not take a haircut or trim his nails in honor of Yom Tov, 

since these activities are prohibited during shloshim as well. 

6����4������

14. On Erev Pesach, when it is prohibited to perform melachah after midday, a mourner should launder his 

garments in the morning. 
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15. A mourner is released from the prohibitions of aveilus after midday on Erev Pesach, since the latter half of 

the day has the status of a Yom Tov. 

16. In spite of the fact that the afternoon of Erev Pesach is considered a Yom Tov, if the deceased was buried 

after midday on Erev Pesach, the mourners should remove their shoes and sit shivah for a brief period of 

time. Shivah is then terminated by the holiday
���

. 

17. If a burial takes place on Erev Pesach but the deceased passed away a day or two earlier, the mourners 

should wear tefillin after midday without reciting the brachah, in spite of the fact that a mourner generally 

does not wear tefillin at all on the day of the burial
���

. If the deceased passes away on Erev Pesach (or the 

previous night), the mourners should not wear tefillin at all. 
�
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18. When Yom Tov begins on Motzaei Shabbos during shivah, a mourner is permitted to bathe and launder his 

garments for Yom Tov on Erev Shabbos. Even though the holiday will begin only on the following night, 

this is permissible since he would otherwise not be able to prepare for the holiday
��	

. 

19. Nevertheless, the remaining laws of shivah should be observed in private on this Shabbos, as would be the 

case on any other Shabbos of the year, since shivah is terminated only upon the arrival of the holiday 

itself
��


. 
�
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20. When shivah is interrupted by a Yom Tov, the laws of shloshim remain in effect in private during Yom Tov 

and Chol Hamoed alike. This makes little practical difference, since most of the activities prohibited during 

shloshim are likewise prohibited by the laws of Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed; however, there are certain 

prohibitions that are unique to a mourner. 

a. A mourner may not take a haircut or trim his nails
���

 even in a situation in which this is generally 

permissible on Chol Hamoed
���

. 

b. A mourner is permitted to wear garments that have been laundered, but he may not wear garments 

that are white, new, and freshly pressed
���

. 

c. A mourner may not participate in simchos or social meals, unless his absence would be considered a 

public display of mourning, as was explained above (9,16). 

d. A mourner is permitted to bathe with hot water���. 

e. Makeup may be worn. 

f. A mourner does not return to his usual place in shul. 

g. In chutz laaretz, a mourner should not recite the birkas kohanim unless he is the only kohen in the 

shul, or there is only one other kohen in addition to him. Otherwise, he should leave the shul before 

the kohanim are called; if he fails to do so, he should recite birkas kohanim. 
�
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21. When shivah is interrupted by Yom Tov, the conclusion of shloshim will vary depending on the holiday
���

. 

(When Yom Tov coincides with shloshim after the conclusion of shivah, the shloshim itself is terminated, as 

will be explained below.) The following are the rules that pertain to each individual holiday. 

a. When shivah is interrupted by Pesach, shloshim concludes on the seventh of Iyar. 

b. When shivah is interrupted by Shavuos, shloshim concludes on the 22nd of Sivan. 

c. When shivah is interrupted by Rosh Hashanah, shloshim concludes on Erev Yom Kippur. 

d. When shivah is interrupted by Yom Kippur, shloshim concludes on Erev Sukkos. 

e. When shivah is interrupted by Sukkos, shloshim concludes on the first of Cheshvan (the second day 

of Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan). 
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22. When Yom Tov coincides with shloshim after the conclusion of shivah, the period of shloshim is terminated 

upon the arrival of the Yom Tov. 

23. It makes no difference if the Yom Tov begins later in the period of shloshim or at the very beginning of 

shloshim; the laws of shloshim are terminated even if the mourners have not yet observed even one full day 

of this period, i.e., if the period of shivah concluded on the morning of Erev Yom Tov. 

24. This halachah is applicable even if the period of shivah was also interrupted by a different Yom Tov, and 

the mourner would otherwise have been in the middle of shivah when the second Yom Tov arrived
���

. Thus, 

if a burial takes place on Erev Yom Kippur and the shivah itself is interrupted by Yom Kippur, even though 

the mourners would otherwise have been in the middle of shivah when Sukkos began, the holiday of 

Sukkos nonetheless interrupts the period of shloshim. 

�����	���	��8����	���	�"�	������D�������

25. When the period of shloshim is interrupted by Yom Tov, a mourner is permitted to bathe in hot water on 

Erev Yom Tov���. He may also take a haircut unless he is mourning the passing of a parent, as will be 

explained below. 

26. It is preferable for the mourner to wait until the final two hours of the day to take a haircut and to bathe, and 

not to do so in the morning. This is true especially when the shivah concludes on the morning of Erev Yom 

Yov; since the day before Yom Tov is the only day when the laws of shloshim are observed, it is certainly 

preferable to delay these activities until the conclusion of the day
���

. (Nevertheless, even if shivah concludes 

on the same day, the mourner may launder clothing in the morning
��	

). However, Erev Pesach is an 

exception to the aforementioned rule. A mourner should take a haircut before midday on Erev Pesach, since 

the afternoon itself has the status of a Yom Tov, and the other activities may be done after midday
��


. 
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27. The aforementioned dispensation to take a haircut on Erev Yom Tov applies only to a person who is 

mourning the passing of a family member other than a parent, and who is therefore permitted to cut his hair 

after the conclusion of shloshim. When a person is in mourning for a parent, he may not take a haircut in 

honor of Yom Tov, since he must wait until he is rebuked for his unkempt appearance before cutting his 

hair
���

. Furthermore, even if the mourner appears unkempt, he may not take a haircut until a full thirty days 

have elapsed since the death of his parent; see above (12,5). 

D��������	����#����8��!!���

28. When the Yom Tov that interrupts shloshim falls on Motzaei Shabbos, a mourner is permitted to bathe in 

hot water and to take a haircut on Erev Shabbos in honor of Yom Tov, provided that the shivah has already 

concluded
���

. 

29. If the shivah concludes only on Shabbos (i.e., the burial took place on the previous Sunday), the mourner is 

permitted to bathe on Erev Shabbos, but he may not take a haircut. 

30. In this case, the mourner is permitted to cut his hair during Chol Hamoed, since he was unable to take a 

haircut before the holiday
���

. (As above, this is true only of a person who is mourning the passing of a 

family member other than a parent.) 

/����������4�����	�	�����"��������

31. Yizkor is recited on the final day of Pesach, on Shavuos, on Shemini Atzeres, and on Yom Kippur. It is 

customary to light a memorial candle before a Yom Tov on which Yizkor is recited. It is permissible to 

recite Yizkor during the first year of aveilus; however, some have the custom of waiting until after a year 

has passed since the family member’s death
���

. 
�
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Accepting work during shivah 8,81 

Adopted child, aveilus 2,4 

Adopted child, dayan ha’emes 2,5 

Adopted child, kriah 2,5 

Aliyah in Shul, after chol hamoed burial 18,1f 

Aliyah on Yom Tov, onen 17,12 

Aninus, airplane 5,19 

Aninus, Funeral arranged by non-relative 5,20-21 

Aninus, Plane travel 5,19 

Answering amen, onen 3,5 

Attending simchos on Shabbos, shivah 9,16 

Aveilus, adopted child 2,4 

Aveilus, after chol hamoed burial 18,1-6 

Aveilus, minors 2,2 

Aveilus, requirement to mourn for 2,6-8 

Aveilus, who is required to mourn 2,1-3 

Baal korei on Shabbos, onen 4,9 

Baal korei on Yom Tov, onen 17,13 

Bathing before shabbos, onen 4,2 

Bathing before Shabbos, shivah 9,2 

Bathing erev Shabbos, shloshim 11,40 

Bathing to rid an odor, shivah 8,3 

Bathing when experiencing discomfort, shivah 8,4 

Bathing when ill, shivah 8,5 

Bathing when preganant, shivah 8,5 

Bathing when suffering from sores, shivah 8,6 

Bathing, after chol hamoed burial  18,1a 

Bathing, onen 3,10a 

Bathing, shivah 8,1 

Bathing, shloshim 11,1-3 

Birkas kohanim on Shabbos, onen 4,10 

Birkas kohanim on Shabbos, shivah 9,26 

Birkas Kohanim on Yom Tov, onen 17,14 

Birkas Kohanim, after chol hamoed burial 18,2 

Birkas kohanim, twelve months 12,14 

Brikas Hamazon, house of mourning 10,5-6 

Burial after Yom Tov, onen 17,4-5 

Burial on Yom Tov, onen 17, 6-9 

Business owner, shivah 8,75-78 

Business, onen 3,10i 

Calculating Shloshim, after chol hamoed burial 18,7-8 

Calculating, Shivah 14,1-9 

Calculating, Shloshim 14,10-15 

Calculating, Twelve Months 14,16-19 

Changing clothing before Shabbos, shivah 9,6-8 

Changing ones seat in shul, shloshim 11,26 

Changing ones seat, twelve months 12,13 

Changing seat in shul, after chol hamoed burial 18,1h 

Changing tablecloth before Shabbos, shivah 9,4 

Chanukah, chazzan 10,10 

Chanukah, seudas havraah 7,14 

Chazzan, Chanukah 10,10 

Chazzan, Erev Pesach 10,10 

Chazzan, house of mourning 10,9-10 

Chazzan, Purim 10,10

Chazzan, Rosh Chodesh 10,10 

Chol hamoed burial, Aveilus afterwards 18,1-6 

Chol Hamoed, Kriah 6,6-8 

Chol Hamoed, onen 17,18-19 

Chol Hamoed, seudas havraah 7, 14 

Conduct for family, house of mourning 10,7 

Cosmetics, , shivah 8,12 

Cosmetics, onen 3,10h 

Cosmetics, shloshim 11,5 

Counting an onen towards minyan 3,5 

Counting the Omer, onen 17,20 

Covering mirrors,, house of mourning 10,2 

Davening on Shabbos, onen 4,3 

Davening, house of mourning 10,8-17 

Dayan ha’emes, adopted child 2,5 

Dayan ha’emes, minor 6,23 

Dayan Haemes, Chol Hamoed 6,7&9 

Dayan Haemes, Nusach 6,10 

Death discovered  after thirty days 5,18 

Death uncertain, aninus 5,16-17 

Delayed burial, aninus 5,12-15 

Deodorant, after chol hamoed burial 18,1b 

Deodorant, onen 3,10g 

Deodorant, shivah 8,10 

Distracting oneself from aveilus, shivah 8,33 

Drinking wine, onen 3,9 

Drinking,  near the deceased 1,7 

Eating meat, onen 3,9 

Eating while reclining, onen 3,9 

Eating,  near the deceased 1,7 

Eiruv Tavshilin, onen 17,2 

Employee, shivah 8,67-70 

Engagement, shloshim 11,36 

Engagement, twelve months 12,15 

Erev Pesach, chazzan 10,10 

Erev Shabbos, onen 4,1 

Erev Shabbos, shivah 9,1

Erev Yom Tov, onen 17,1 

Erroneously began brachah, onen 3,6 

Eulogies 1,13 

Eulogies, days not delivered 1,14 

Eulogies, near the deceased 1,15 

Exchanging greeting, house of mourning 10,3 

Funeral arranged by non-relative, aninus 5,20-21 

Gifts sent to mourner, shloshim 11,27-29 

Greeting others, after chol hamoed burial 18,1g 

Greeting others, shivah 8,45-47 

Greeting others, shloshim 11,25 

Greeting others, twelve months 12,12 

Haircut before 30 days passed, twelve months 12,5 

Haircut for medical procedure, shloshim 11,9 

Haircut, after chol hamoed burial 18,1c 

Haircut, onen 3,10d 
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Haircut, shivah 8,41 

Haircuts, shloshim 11,6-9 

Haircuts, twelve months 12,2-6 

Hallel on Yom Tov, onen 17,16 

Hallel, after chol hamoed burial 18,3 

Hallel, House of mourning 10,14-15 

Hallel, Shivah 10,14-15 

Haricut for woman, shloshim 11,8 

Havdalah after Shabbos, shivah 9,27 

Havdalah, after burial 7,2 

Havdalah, onen 4,4 

Holding a baby, shivah 8,49 

Home renovations, shivah 8,63-65 

House of mourning, Brikas Hamazon 10,5-6 

House of mourning, chazzan 10,9-10 

House of mourning, conduct for family 10,7 

House of mourning, covering mirrors 10,2 

House of mourning, davening 10,8-17 

House of mourning, exchanging greeting 10,3 

House of mourning, hallel 10,14-15 

House of mourning, lighting a candle 10,1 

House of mourning, parts of davening omitted 10,11-16 

House of mourning, parts of davening omitted 10,11-16 

House of mourning, removing items 10,4 

House of mourning, tefillos omitted 10,11-16 

House of mourning, tefillos omitted 10,11-16 

House of mourning, tefilos 10,8-17 

House repairs, shivah 8,62 

Housework, shivah 8,60 

Idle talk, near the deceased 1,3 

Infant, requirement to mourn for 2,6-7 

Inviting a mourner for a meal, shloshim 11, 30-32 

Inviting others for a meal, shloshim 11,33 

Invitng guests for Shabbos meals, shloshim 11,43 

Invitng mourner for Shabbos meals, shloshim 11,43 

Jewelry , shivah 8,12 

Jewelry, onen 3,10h 

Jewelry, shloshim 11,5 

Kaddish on Shabbos, onen 4,11 

Kaddish on Yom Tov, onen 17,15 

Kriah, adopted child 2,5 

Kriah, appropiate time 6,2-3 

Kriah, changing clothing during shivah 6,16 

Kriah, changing into an inexpensive garment 6,11 

Kriah, Chol Hamoed 6,6-8 

Kriah, for first-degree relative 6,1 

Kriah, for two family members 6,17-18 

Kriah, minor 6,20-22 

Kriah, not performed before burial 6,4 

Kriah, one who cannot stand 6,12f&13j 

Kriah, one who cannot tear his garments 6,12h&13i 

Kriah, one who has no garments to tear 6,19 

Kriah, procedure after death of other relative 6,13

Kriah, procedure after death of parent 6,12 

Kriah, repairing tear 6,14 

Krias hatorah, shivah 8,31 

Krias Shema,  near the deceased 1,6 

Laundered garments for Shabbos, shloshim 11,42 

Laundered garments, after chol hamoed burial 18,1d 

Laundered linen, shloshim 11,21 

Laundered sheets , shivah 8,19 

Laundered towels, shivah 8,19 

Laundering garments, onen 3,10c 

Laundering garments, shivah 8,20-23 

Laundering garments, shloshim 11,22 

Leaving the house at night, shivah 8,51&53 

Leaving the house for bris milah, shivah 8,58-59 

Leaving the house for kiddush levanah, shivah 8,57 

Leaving the house on Shabbos, shivah 9,14-16 

Leaving the house to daven in minyan, shivah 8,56 

Leaving the house to honor deceased, shivah 8,54 

Leaving the house to prevent major loss, shivah 8,52 

Leaving the house, shivah 8,50-59 

Lighting a Candle,  near the deceased 1,12 

Lighting a candle, house of mourning 10,1 

Lotion, onen 3,10f 

Lotions, shivah 8,8 

Lotions,, after chol hamoed burial 18,1b 

Low chair, onen 3,10 

Makeup, onen 3,10h 

Marital conduct on Shabbos, shivah 9,28 

Marital conduct, shivah 8,86 

Marital conduct, shloshim 11,34 

marital intimacy on Shabbos, onen 4,7e 

Marital intimacy on Yom Tov, onen 17,10e 

Marital Intimacy, after chol hamoed burial 18,1i 

Marital intimacy, onen 3,10k 

Marriage, after loss of wife 11,38 

Marriage, shloshim 11, 37&39 

Marriage, twelve months 12,15 

Melachah performed to help others, shivah 8,79-80 

Melachah, onen 3,10i 

Melachah, shivah 8,60-84 

Mikveh before Shabbos, shivah 9,3 

Minor, Dayan Ha’emes 6,23 

Minor, Kriah 6,20-22 

Minors, aveilus 2,2 

Mitzvos, near the deceased 1,5-6 

Motzaei Shabbos, onen 4,4 

Mourner in vicinity of deceased, aninus 5,1-2 

Mourner not in vicinity of deceased, aninus 5,3-11 

Music, for profit 13,6 

Music, for profit 13,6 

Music, in a store 13,3 

Music, in a store 13,3 

Music, in anothers home or vehicle 13,4 

Music, in anothers home or vehicle 13,4 

Music, on a telephone 13,2 
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Music, on a telephone 13,2 

Music, slow music 13,1 

Music, slow music 13,1 

Music, to calm nerves 13,9 

Music, to calm nerves 13,9 

Music, to enhance exercise 13,7 

Music, to enhance exercise 13,7 

Music, when played for children 13,5 

Music, when played for children 13,5 

Music, while working 13,8 

Music, while working 13,8 

Mustache trim, shloshim 11,7 

Nail-cutting before immersion, shivah 8,88 

Nail-cutting before immersion, shloshim 11,35 

Nail-cutting, doctor, shloshim 11,14 

Nail-cutting, ingrown toenail, shloshim 11,15 

Nail-cutting, mohel, shloshim 11,16 

Nail-cutting, onen 3,10e 

Nail-cutting, shivah 8,42-44 

Nail-cutting, shloshim 11,10-16 

Nail-cutting, twelve months 12,7 

Nail-cutting, when distressed , shloshim 11,12-13 

Netilas yadayim, onen 3,4 

Non-observant, requirement to mourn for 2,8 

Onen, Aliyah on Yom Tov 17,12 

Onen, answering amen 3,5 

Onen, baal korei on Shabbos 4,9 

Onen, Baal korei on Yom Tov 17,13 

Onen, bathing 3,10a 

Onen, bathing before shabbos 4,2 

Onen, birkas kohanim on Shabbos 4,10 

Onen, Birkas Kohanim on Yom Tov 17,14 

Onen, Burial after Yom Tov 17,4-5 

Onen, Burial on Yom Tov 17, 6-9 

Onen, business 3,10i 

Onen, cosmetics 3,10h 

Onen, counted towards minyan 3,5 

Onen, counting the Omer 17,20 

Onen, davening on Shabbos 4,3 

Onen, deodorant 3,10g 

Onen, eating meat or wine 3,9 

Onen, eating while reclining 3,9 

Onen, Eiruv Tavshilin 17,2 

Onen, erev Shabbos 4,1 

Onen, Erev Yom Tov 17,1 

Onen, erroneously began brachah 3,6 

Onen, greeting others on Shabbos 4,7d 

Onen, haircut 3,10d 

Onen, Hallel on Yom Tov 17,16 

Onen, Havdalah 4,4 

Onen, in Shul on Shabbos 4,8 

Onen, in Shul on Yom Tov 17,11-16 

Onen, in the middle of davening 3,7 

Onen, jewelry 3,10h 

Onen, Kaddish on Shabbos 4,11 

Onen, Kaddish on Yom Tov 17,15 

Onen, laundering garments 3,10c 

Onen, lotion 3,10f 

Onen, low chair 3,10 

Onen, makeup 3,10h 

Onen, marital intimacy 3,10k 

Onen, marital intimacy on Shabbos 4,7e 

Onen, marital intimacy on Yom Tov 17,10e 

Onen, melachah 3,10i 

Onen, motzaei Shabbos 4,4 

Onen, netilas yadayim 3,4 

Onen, on Chol Hamoed 17,18-19 

Onen, performing mitzvos 3,1-8 

Onen, performing mitzvos on Shabbos 4,3 

Onen, perfume 3,10g 

Onen, perfume on Yom Tov 17,10b 

Onen, practices of aveilus 3,10 

Onen, practices of aveilus on Shabbos 4,7 

Onen, Prohibitions of Aveilus before Yom Tov 17,3 

Onen, Prohibitions of Aveilus on Yom Tov 17,10 

Onen, receiving an Aliyah on Shabbos 4,8 

Onen, reciting brachos 3,3 

Onen, Shabbos atire 4,2 

Onen, shaving 3,10d 

Onen, shoes 3,10 

Onen, simchos 3,10l 

Onen, social events 3,10l 

Onen, tallis katan (tzitzis) 3,8 

Onen, tending to burial on Shabbos 4,5-6 

Onen, Torah study 3,10j 

Onen, Torah study on Shabbos 4,7b 

Onen, Torah Study on Yom Tov 17,10d 

Onen, transgressing prohibitions 3,2 

Onen, washing entire body 3,10a 

Onen, washing hands before eating 3,4 

Onen, washing oneself on Shabbos 4,7a 

Onen, washing oneself on yom tov 17,10a 

Onen, wearing laundered clothes 3,10b 

Onen, work 3,10i 

Onen, Yom Tov Clothing 17,10c 

Onen. nail-cutting 3,10e 

Performing mitzvos on Shabbos, onen 4,3 

Perfume on Yom Tov, onen 17,10b 

Perfume, after chol hamoed burial 18,1b 

Perfume, onen 3,10g 

Perfume, shivah 8,8 

Plane travel, aninus 5,19 

Pouring out water 1,8-11 

Practices of aveilus on Shabbos, onen 4,7 

Practices of aveilus, onen 3,10 

Prohibitions of Aveilus before Yom Tov, onen 17,3 

Prohibitions of Aveilus on Yom Tov, onen 17,10 

Purchasing new garments, shloshim 11,23 
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Purchasing new garments, twelve months 12,10 

Purchasing new glasses, shloshim 11,24 

Purchasing new glasses, twelve months 12,11 

Purchasing new shoes, shloshim 11,24 

Purchasing new shoes, twelve months 12,11 

Purim, chazzan 10,10 

Purim, seudas havraah 7,14 

Receiving an Aliyah on Shabbos, onen 4,8 

Reciting brachos, onen 3,3 

Reciting Tehillim, shivah 8,30 

Reducing joy, shivah 8,48 

Removing items, house of mourning 10,4 

Rosh Chodesh, chazzan 10,10 

Rosh Chodesh, seudas havraah 7,14 

Saying “good Shabbos”, onen 4,7d 

Self-employed, shivah 8,71-74 

Seudas Havraah, appropiate time 7,1 

Seudas Havraah, burial at night 7,9 

Seudas Havraah, Chanukah 7,14 

Seudas Havraah, did not receive food 7,3 

Seudas Havraah, eating ones own food during 7,5 

Seudas Havraah, erev Shabbos 7,10 

Seudas Havraah, foods sent on Chol Hamoed 7,14 

Seudas Havraah, foods sent on Purim 7,14 

Seudas Havraah, foods sent on regular day 7,4 

Seudas Havraah, if not eaten before sundown 7,8 

Seudas Havraah, Motzaei Shabbos or Yom Tov 7,2 

Seudas Havraah, mourner does not wish to eat 7,7 

Seudas Havraah, others partaking from meal 7,12 

Seudas Havraah, Rosh Chodesh 7,14 

Seudas Havraah, Shabbos and Yom Tov 7,11 

Seudas Havraah, zimun 7,13 

Shabbos atire, onen 4,2 

Shabbos clothes on weekday, twelve months 12,9 

Shabbos davening, shivah 9,17-19 

Shabbos Zemiros, shivah 9,13 

Shaving, onen 3,10d 

Shaving, twelve months 12,4 

Shivah, accepting work during 8,81 

Shivah, attending simchos on Shabbos 9,16 

Shivah, bathing 8,1 

Shivah, bathing before Shabbos 9,2 

Shivah, bathing to rid an odor 8,3 

Shivah, bathing when experiencing discomfort 8,4 

Shivah, bathing when ill 8,5 

Shivah, bathing when preganant 8,5 

Shivah, bathing when suffering from sores 8,6 

Shivah, birkas kohanim on Shabbos 9,26 

Shivah, calculating 14,1-9 

Shivah, changing clothing before Shabbos 9,6-8 

Shivah, changing tablecloth before Shabbos 9,4 

Shivah, cosmetics 8,12 

Shivah, deodorant 8,10 

Shivah, distracting oneself from aveilus 8,33 

Shivah, Erev Shabbos 9,1 

Shivah, essential house repairs 8,62 

Shivah, greeting others 8,45-47 

Shivah, haircut 8,41 

Shivah, Hallel 10,14-15 

Shivah, Havdalah after Shabbos 9,27 

Shivah, holding a baby 8,49 

Shivah, housework 8,60 

Shivah, interrupted by Yom Tov  18,9-19 

Shivah, jewelry 8,12 

Shivah, krias hatorah 8,31 

Shivah, laundered sheets  8,19 

Shivah, laundered towels 8,19 

Shivah, laundering garments 8,20-23 

Shivah, leaving the house 8,50-59 

Shivah, leaving the house at night 8,51&53 

Shivah, leaving the house for bris milah 8,58-59 

Shivah, leaving the house for kiddush levanah 8,57 

Shivah, leaving the house on Shabbos 9,14-16 

Shivah, leaving the house to daven with minyan 8,56

Shivah, leaving the house to honor deceased 8,54 

Shivah, leaving the house to prevent major loss 8,52 

Shivah, lotions 8,8 

Shivah, marital conduct 8,86 

Shivah, marital conduct on Shabbos 9,28 

Shivah, Melachah 8,60-84 

Shivah, mikveh before Shabbos 9,3 

Shivah, mourner who is a business owner 8,75-78 

Shivah, mourner who is an employee 8,67-70 

Shivah, mourner who is self-employed 8,71-74 

Shivah, music : see muic  

Shivah, nail-cutting 8,42-44 

Shivah, nail-cutting before immersion 8,88 

Shivah, non-essential house renovations 8,63-65 

Shivah, parts of davening omitted 10,11-16 

Shivah, parts of davening omitted 10,11-16 

Shivah, performing melachah to help others 8,79-80 

Shivah, perfume 8,8 

Shivah, reciting Tehillim 8,30 

Shivah, reducing joy 8,48 

Shivah, Shabbos davening 9,17-19 

Shivah, Shabbos Zemiros 9,13 

Shivah, shoes 8,13 

Shivah, sitting on a low chair on Shabbos 9,9 

Shivah, sitting on low chair 8,34-37 

Shivah, sitting on low chair when elderly 8,36 

Shivah, sitting on low chair when ill 8,36 

Shivah, sitting on low chair when pregnant 8,36 

Shivah, sitting on low chair when weak 8,36 

Shivah, skin cream 8,9 

Shivah, sleeping in a bed 8, 36 

Shivah, spouse working during 8,85 

Shivah, teaching Torah 8,28&32 

Shivah, tefillos omitted 10,11-16 
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Shivah, tefillos omitted 10,11-16 

Shivah, tevilas ezra 8,7 

Shivah, Torah reading on Shabbos 9,20-25 

Shivah, Torah study 8,24-27 

Shivah, tutoring in mourners home 8,66 

Shivah, uncovering mirrors before Shabbos 9,5 

Shivah, washing before immersion 8,88 

Shivah, washing before shivah nekiim 8,87 

Shivah, washing oneself Shabbos 9,10 

Shivah, washing oneself when soiled 8,2 

Shivah, wearing laundered clothing 8,15-18 

Shivah, wearing Tefillin 8,39-40 

Shivah, workers in a different location 8,82-83 

Shivah,Torah study on Shabbos 9,12 

Shloshim, Bathing 11,1-3 

Shloshim, bathing erev Shabbos 11,40 

Shloshim, calculating 14,10-15 

Shloshim, changing ones seat in shul 11,26 

Shloshim, cosmetics 11,5 

Shloshim, engagement 11,36 

Shloshim, gifts sent to mourner 11,27-29 

Shloshim, greeting others 11,25 

Shloshim, haircut for medical procedure 11,9 

Shloshim, haircuts 11,6-9 

Shloshim, inviting a mourner for a meal 11, 30-32 

Shloshim, inviting others for a meal 11,33 

Shloshim, invitng guests for Shabbos meals 11,43 

Shloshim, invitng mourner for Shabbos meals 11,43 

Shloshim, Jewelry 11,5 

Shloshim, laundered garments for Shabbos 11,42 

Shloshim, laundered linen 11,21 

Shloshim, laundering garments 11,22 

Shloshim, marital conduct 11,34 

Shloshim, marriage 11, 37&39 

Shloshim, music : see music  

Shloshim, mustache trim 11,7 

Shloshim, nail-cutting 11,10-16 

Shloshim, nail-cutting before immersion 11,35 

Shloshim, nail-cutting, doctor 11,14 

Shloshim, nail-cutting, ingrown toenail 11,15 

Shloshim, nail-cutting, mohel 11,16 

Shloshim, nail-cutting, when distressed  11,12-13 

Shloshim, purchasing new garments 11,23 

Shloshim, purchasing new glasses 11,24 

Shloshim, purchasing new shoes 11,24 

Shloshim, Tevlias Ezra 11,4 

Shloshim, washing before immersion 11,35 

Shloshim, wearing laundered garments 11,17-19 

Shloshim, wearing Shabbos clothes on weekday 11,20 

Shloshim, when concludes on Shabbos 11,44-47 

Shloshim, when interrupted by Yom Tov 18,22-30 

Shloshim, when Yom Tov interrupts shivah 18,20-21 

Shloshim, woman, haricut 11,8 

Shoes, onen 3,10 

Shoes, shivah 8,13 

Shomer, for deceased 1,1 

Shomer, for deceased, davening 1,1 

Shomer, for deceased, eating 1,2 

Shomer, for deceased, reciting brachos 1,1 

Shomer, for mourner 8,55 

Shul on Shabbos, onen 4,8 

Shul on Yom Tov, onen 17,11-16 

Simchos, attending on Shabbos during Shivah 9,16 

Simchos, onen 3,10l 

Sitting on a low chair on Shabbos, shivah 9,9 

Sitting on low chair when elderly, shivah 8,36 

Sitting on low chair when ill, shivah 8,36 

Sitting on low chair when pregnant, shivah 8,36 

Sitting on low chair when weak, shivah 8,36 

Sitting on low chair, shivah 8,34-37 

Skin cream, shivah 8,9 

Sleeping in a bed, shivah 8, 36 

Social events, onen 3,10l 

Spouse working during, shivah 8,85 

Subsequent haircuts, twelve months 12,6 

Suicide, requirement to mourn for 2,8 

Tallis katan (tzitzis), onen 3,8 

Teaching Torah, shivah 8,28&32 

Tefillin,  near the deceased 1, 5-6 

Tefillos omitted, shivah 10,11-16 

Tefilos, house of mourning 10,8-17 

Tending to burial on Shabbos, onen 4,5-6 

Tevilas ezra, shivah 8,7 

Tevlias Ezra, shloshim 11,4 

Torah Learning, near the deceased 1,3 

Torah reading on Shabbos, shivah 9,20-25 

Torah study on Shabbos, onen 4,7b 

Torah study on Shabbos, shivah 9,12 

Torah Study on Yom Tov, onen 17,10d 

Torah Study, after chol hamoed burial 18,1e 

Torah study, onen 3,10j 

Torah study, shivah 8,24-27 

Tutoring in mourners home, shivah 8,66 

Twelve months, birkas kohanim 12,14 

Twelve Months, calculating 14,16-19 

Twelve months, changing ones seat 12,13 

Twelve months, commanded not to observe 12,1 

Twelve months, engagement 12,15 

Twelve months, greeting others 12,12 

Twelve months, haircut before 30 days passed 12,5 

Twelve months, haircuts 12,2-6 

Twelve months, marriage 12,15 

Twelve months, music : see music  

Twelve months, music : see music  

Twelve months, nail-cutting 12,7 

Twelve months, purchasing new garments 12,10 

Twelve months, purchasing new glasses 12,11 

Twelve months, purchasing new shoes 12,11 
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Twelve months, Shabbos clothes on weekday 12,9 

Twelve months, shaving 12,4 

Twelve months, subsequent haircuts 12,6 

Twelve months, wearing laundered clothing 12,8 

Uncovering mirrors before Shabbos, shivah 9,5 

Washing before immersion, shivah 8,88 

Washing before immersion, shloshim 11,35 

Washing before shivah nekiim, shivah 8,87 

Washing entire body, onen 3,10a 

Washing hands before eating, onen 3,4 

Washing oneself on Shabbos, onen 4,7a 

Washing oneself on Shabbos, shivah 9,10 

Washing oneself on yom tov, onen 17,10a 

Washing oneself when soiled, shivah 8,2 

Wearing laundered clothes, onen 3,10b 

Wearing laundered clothing, shivah 8,15-18 

Wearing laundered clothing, twelve months 12,8 

Wearing laundered garments, shloshim 11,17-19 

Wearing Shabbos clothes on weekday, shloshim 11,20 

Wearing Tefillin, shivah 8,39-40 

Work, onen 3,10i 

Workers in a different location, shivah 8,82-83 

Yizkor 18,31 

Yom Tov Clothing, onen 17,10c 
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