
HIGHLIGHTS | President Trump and the Coronavirus 
Task Force Provide an Update to Americans 

________________________________ 

SUSPENDING IMMIGRATION TO PROTECT AMERICAN 
WORKERS 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “In order to protect American workers, I will be issuing a 
temporary suspension of immigration into the United States.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “By pausing immigration, we’ll help put unemployed Americans 
first in line for jobs as America reopens. So important. It would be wrong and unjust for 
Americans laid off by the virus to be replaced with new immigrant labor flown in from 
abroad.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “This pause will be in effect for 60 days, after which the need for 
any extension or modification will be evaluated by myself and a group of people, based 
on economic conditions at the time.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “This order will only apply to individuals seeking a permanent 
residency, in other words, those receiving green cards. Big factor. Will not apply to 
those entering on a temporary basis.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “This pause on new immigration will also help to conserve vital 
medical resources to American citizens. A short break from new immigration, 
depending on the time we’re talking about, will protect the solvency of our healthcare 
system and provide relief to jobless Americans.” 

NEW CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUNDING 

PRESIDENT TRUMP:  “My administration has worked aggressively with Congress to 
negotiate this critical $482 billion funding package. We reached a deal that includes 
$382 billion in crucial small business support to keep workers on the payroll, $75 billion 
to aid hospitals, which really need the aid, and very badly. I’m very proud of that. And 
$25 billion to support coronavirus testing efforts.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I urged the House to pass the bill and they are going to be 
voting on it, I imagine, very, very soon.” 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: “This also gives us $50 billion dollars for disaster loans – 
EIDL loans – that will allow the SBA to make $300 billion dollars of disaster loans all for 
small businesses.” 

SEC. MNUCHIN: “I can tell you the [Paycheck Protection Program] so far is over 30 
million jobs. And, and again, that doesn’t account for other money that we’ve sent out.” 



CERTIFICATION FOR PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “When I saw Harvard, they have a one of the largest 
endowments anywhere in the country, maybe in the world, I guess. They’re going to 
pay back that money.” 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: “I will comment there have been some big businesses that 
have taken [Paycheck Protection Program] loans. I was pleased to see that Shake Shack 
returned the money. We will be putting out some F.A.Q.s” 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: “Certain people on the [Paycheck Protection Program] may 
have not been clear in understanding the certification. So, we will give people the 
benefit of the doubt. We’re going to put an F.A.Q. out – explain this certification. If you 
pay back the loan right away, you won’t have liability to the SBA and to Treasury. But, 
there are severe consequences for people who don’t attest properly to this certification.” 

GUIDELINES ON OPENING UP AMERICA 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Thanks to our aggressive campaign against the virus and the 
extraordinary talent of our medical professionals, our mortality rate remains roughly 
half of that of many other countries and one of the lowest of any country in the world.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Since we announced our guidelines on opening up America … 
20 states, representing 40% of the U.S. population, have announced they’re making 
plans and preparations to safely restart their economies in the very near future.” 

DR. DEBORAH BIRX: “So, we really want to call people’s attention, again, to the 
guidelines. We are continuing to see outbreaks in nursing homes and in confined 
spaces, and I think as Americans we want to stop that, and we have the ability to do 
that by really paying attention to the guidelines that were to be in all three phases.” 

VENTILATORS 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Today, Vice President Pence visited the hard working men and 
women of General Electric Healthcare in Madison, Wisconsin, who are working three 
shifts a day to quadruple their production of ventilators.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “GE is also working with Ford to make 50,000 ventilators in the 
next 100 days, more than our entire country typically produces in a very long period of 
time.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I said from the beginning that no American who needs a 
ventilator would be denied a ventilator and we have kept that promise all over the 
United States.” 

 

 



WORKING WITH NEW YORK 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “Earlier today, I had a very productive meeting with Governor 
Cuomo, as you probably saw, to discuss his statewide testing strategy and how we can 
work together to help expand it with the goal of doubling testing in the next few 
weeks.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “New York State will be continuing to control the testing of their 
citizens and will also manage their state and local laboratories.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “The Federal government will work along with the state on the 
national manufacturers and distributors. Together, we’ll all work together to help them 
secure additional tests and we hope that this model will work with the other states as 
well.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “I’ve asked Andrew if we could bring the Comfort back to its 
base in Virginia so that we can have it for other locations, and he said we would be able 
to do that.” 

UPDATE ON TESTING 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “The FDA has now authorized more than 50 diagnostic tests 
including, as of late last night, the first test that a patient can take home … LabCorp 
intends to make the home collection kits available to consumers in most states with a 
doctor’s order.” 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “In the coming weeks, we also have four different antibody tests 
already authorized. Tests will help identify individuals who can donate convalescent 
plasma, thus providing potentially life-saving antibodies to American patients.” 

FDA COMMISSIONER HAHN: “The antibody tests are just one piece of the larger 
response that you’ve heard in the America returning to work plan that the President has 
-- with the task force – has developed.” 

FDA COMMISSIONER HAHN: “We’ve authorized four applications for antibody tests 
and 140 test developers are pursuing applications for us as we speak.” 

PHASE FOUR LEGISLATION 

PRESIDENT TRUMP: “We mentioned briefly the state aid. We talked about that, 
Governor Cuomo and myself, and I agree with him on that, and I think most 
Republicans agree too, and Democrats. And that’s part of phase four.” 

SECRETARY MNUCHIN: “I very much appreciate the President’s support for phase 
four. He put out a Tweet. As the President said, we look forward to phase four would 
be infrastructure … roads, bridges, broadband – especially broadband now to rural 
America is very important. We’ve talked about incentives for restaurants, sports, 
entertainment, because these businesses have been impacted. The President has talked 



multiple times about a payroll tax cut. And we’ve also – we are talking about in the case 
of states, the states we have heard from the governors and the fiscal issues of the state.” 
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