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A Letter of Support to Our Friends And Colleagues -
Community Rabbis in North America

Tuesday, 13 Nissan 5780
7.4.2020

"W manm 3PSJ"7 R ITX ny”

We follow the news from the United States, especially from the New York and Tristate
area, with deep concern. We are especially deeply pained by the reports of dozens of
deaths daily from the coronavirus.

The entire world is faced with a tremendous challenge, unprecedented in our lifetime.
Especially now, Rabbis have a critical role; we bear the heavy responsibility to guide
our communities halachically and spiritually, and especially to provide them with
psychological and emotional support.

We know this is a difficult and challenging period for you, and we want you to know
that we are with you in our hearts and minds.

The future is shrouded in uncertainty. There is no way to know for certain when life can
return to its normal routine, and it is difficult to foresee how life may be, the day after
it's all over. Many in our congregations are worried about their uncertain economic
future, and of course - our primary concern is for the lives of the elderly and others in
high risk categories.

A key feature of the Exodus from Egypt is the journey into the unknown:
"Y1 KD YIK2 12702 IR naY”

For forty years, we were sustained by the manna provided from heaven, which
could not be preserved from one day to the next. Forty years of the realization and
understanding that we're not in control of our own destiny, needing absolute faith
in the Almighty, indelibly imprinted upon us the fortitude which enabled, and still
enables, Jewish survival throughout the generations.

Now, too, people are searching for faith. Our sacred duty as spiritual leaders is crucial
at this juncture, when so many people stand in need of fortification and guidance and
crave for a message of faith. Challenging times such as these afford ample occasion to
rededicate ourselves to Torah values, such as chesed and assuming responsibility for
the welfare of the community and society.

You stand today at the forefront of a global struggle, and we felt the need at this time
to express our support. We pray that the global crisis will foster unity and brotherhood
within the Jewish people and throughout all of mankind.

This is also an opportunity for us in the rabbinic world to strengthen the bonds of
mutual support, to work together in order to publicly sanctify the Name of God.

Our Blessings for Health, Sustenance, and Spiritual Well-Being
for the Entire Jewish People and all Humankind



