
Yom Kippur 5765 - "Israel" Sermon 

- Gideon Shloush 

My goal for this sermon was to get congregants to think seriously about the future of Israel when 

going to vote this November. 

 

Kol Nidre - Yom Kippur 5765 9-26-04 

 

In the popular play now on Broadway - “Golda’s Balcony” –  

 

there’s a scene in which Golda Meir is clearly very tense… The scene takes place during the 

outbreak of the Yom Kippur War…. And Golda’s making every effort to reach Henry Kissenger 

…then the Secretary of State.  

 

She finally tracks him down at 4:00am… and she tells him:  

“Look, you’ve got to help us. Our situation is a dire one! You must help your fellow Jewish 

brothers and sisters here in Israel!!!” 

 

To which Kissenger responds:  

“Golda, you must remember:  

1) First, I’m an American 

2) Second, I’m Secretary of State 

3) and lastly, I am a Jew. 

 

To which Golda Meir responded: 

”…Yes, I understand, but know, that in Hebrew we read from right to left!!! 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

1) With the Presidential elections just a little over a month away…the cover story of this past 

week’s Jewish Week highlighted politically active college students and where they stood on the 

issues.  

 

The article went on to show that …to these young men and women …”Israel” is the most 

important issue in the election.  

 

Clearly this seems to run counter to a recent National Jewish Democratic Council poll suggesting 

that only 15% of Jews rated “Israel” as the “most important” issue in choosing a presidential 

candidate.” 

 

Most of the students interviewed said they would vote for George W. Bush pointing to his 

(quote) “unwavering commitment to Israel” and his (quote) “(proven) willingness to stand up for 

Israel in principle even if everyone else is against him.” 

 

The students interviewed who will be supporting Kerry –also emphasize “Israel” in making their 

decision. They argue that the strong anit-U.S. sentiments heard lately around the world – are 

(quote) “bad for Israel.” 



 

I spoke with a gentleman in Shul this week who told me that – every day when he gets the New 

York Times delivered to his door… the very first thing he does is flip through the front section to 

see if there are any articles about “Israel.” 

 

I suspect (or I should say “I hope”) that ….For many of us, Israel will be an important 

factor...when pulling down that lever in the election booth …this coming November. 

 

2) Why? Why is Israel so high on our priority list? 

 

I thought about this for a while…and there are some obvious reasons that come to mind. 

 

a. A safe haven. The “never again” attitude. A place of refuge in times of rampant anti-semitism 

(we’ve witnessed this first-hand in our own times – Jews moving to Israel …from Argentina, 

Russia, France to escape discrimination.) When Jews feel threatened they begin to purchase 

property in Israel. 

 

b. More Jews there than in any one place in the world.  

 

· We are concerned 

· We care for our brothers and sisters who live there. 

· Many of us have family who live there. 

 

c. Religious ties to the Land.  

 

· It’s the “Promised Land” – the Land of our Forefathers. 

· So much of our rich culture and history is tied to that Land.  

· The Kotel. The Makom HaMikdash. It’s all there. 

· Burial sites of so many of our ancestors 

 

 

3) But I’d like to argue this evening that …..Sadly, the pride and support we once (felt and) 

showed for the newborn Israeli State has diminished (especially in recent years). 

 

In our generation, memories of the Holocaust and the Establishment of the State of Israel – have 

faded. 

 

Some of the reasons Israel had become less of a priority for so many is: 

 

a) We take it for granted. It’s there already 56 years. Israel has matured. It’s got a strong army. 

The best airforce in the world. They can manage. Survival is no longer a concern. It’s there to 

stay!  

 

b) The negative image that it suffers in the media. This turns us off. Makes us want to distance 

ourselves. The moral equivalency that we heard for so long was especially damaging. It 

influenced our thinking. It made us wonder if – just maybe Israeli victims of terror are actually 



the terrorists themselves. (To his credit - this President and his administration – unlike their 

predecessors has taken a stand with this… refusing to meet with Arafat. Insisting that Muslim 

extremists will not be negotiated with.) 

 

Nevertheless, (and I think you’ll agree) …our support for Israel is a far cry from…say 

…Remember Antebbe? That sense of elation and unified support (Jews round the world showed) 

for Israel as its army sought to counter violent attempts to destroy its people. We don’t see this 

today. Once upon a time we were proud of Israel’s bold response to international terrorism. 

Today, we are conflicted in our views and attitudes as to what is best for Israel and the positions 

its government should take. 

 

c) The strong, one of-a-kind personalities – of Israelis can sometimes make us want to run the 

other way! 

· I am reminded of my recent trip to Israel – we were in our rent-a-car pulling out of a gas station 

in Netanya. A woman comes over to my window with her hand out asking for Tzedakah. As I’m 

putting a dollar into her hand …her cell phone goes off and she gets into some conversation.  

…Well at least I was able to help her with her next bill from Bezek. 

 

· Then again there’s the story of the El Al pilot who made the following announcement as the 

plane taxied to the terminal.  

 

“Please stay in your seats until we come to a complete stop.” A moment later he said, “For those 

standing in the aisles, I wish you a Happy Chanukah, and for those still in their seats, a Merry 

Christmas.” 

 

 

But perhaps another reason as to why, for so many, “Israel” has dropped in recent years …from 

being a top priority …is b/c (WE DON’T VISIT!!!) 

 

d) While attending the RCA conference in Israel this summer, I heard Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 

speak and he made a wonderful point. He said that – people like to say: 

 

“Absence makes the heart grow fonder.”  

 

Well, …. his wife likes to say:  

 

“Absence makes the heart grow absent.” 

· If we don’t visit Israel 

· If our hearts aren’t there 

· If we aren’t involved in any meaningful way  

 

….then Israel falls very low on our radar screen. 

 

 

If I were to ask for a show of hands as to how many people here in Shul this evening have been 

to Israel in the past 5 years – I’m afraid the number would be less than a quarter. 



 

The recent findings of the (Year 2000) Jewish Population Survey confirmed this. It showed that 

two-thirds of American Jews could not say yes to the question “Have you ever visited Israel?”!!! 

65% of American Jews have NEVER BEEN TO ISRAEL!!!  

 

This is a sad statistic. We are one of the wealthiest generations and societies in history… we 

have the money to vacation in the Grand Canyon and Hawaii. We take cruises to the Carribbean 

and Europe, and yet so many American Jews have never paid a visit to our Homeland. 

 

It’s also interesting to note that the survey showed that among the “Orthodox” this number drops 

dramatically. 42% of Orthodox Jews have never been to Israel. 

 

Despite all this, across the board, the survey DID SHOW that a large majority of respondents 

agreed strongly to the idea that Israel is the “spiritual center of the Jewish People.” 

 

If there is one value, that seems to touch a nerve among American Jews…  

 

· It’s not the political stance of Israel 

· It’s not the question of military might 

· It’s not territorial negotiations 

 

It’s a sense and a desire and a general longing for a spiritual core.  

 

For Jews around the world…. “Israel” is the principle element maintaining Jewish identity. 

 

4) If we give some thought to it… we’d realize that ….Israel is the heart and soul of our prayers 

a. At every Seder table – LeShana HaBah Biyrushalayim b. At every Chupah – Im Eshkachech 

Yerushalayim c. In every Shmoneh Esreh d. At every meal we pray Uvneh Yerushalayim Ir 

Hakodesh e. Open up a Chumash and you’ll see on every page that God wants Jews to be in 

Israel. 

 

What a priviledge we have to live in a generation that witnessed the return to Zion after a 2000 

year-long exile. 

 

Those who do visit appreciate the strong emotional connection one experiences. 

 

I was particularly moved by our family trip this Summer: 

· Driving through the rolling hills of Central Israel and stopping to see the valley where David 

and Goliath fought 

· To look out at the field where the Aron Kodesh (the Holy Ark) stood through the period of the 

Shoftim (Judges) 

· To marvel at the stone upon which Solomon stood when he was anointed King – is simply 

awesome. 

· Names of the streets in Israel 

· Rechov Rabbi Akiva 

· Rechov Rabbi Yehoshua 



· Rechov Yehuda Maccabbi 

· Rechov Ramban 

· Rechov Hertzl 

· Rechov HaChalutzim 

· Tisha B’Av at the Kotel – sitting on the ground touching the one remaining wall of the Temple 

that was built 2 ½ thousand yrs ago. 

· Walk in the steps of our prophets 

· Visit the site where Joshua brought down the walls of Jericho.  

· Praying at the tomb of the Patriarchs; Kever Rachel – where Rachel is buried.  

A whole tourist center is being created there – “Anyone who comes to Israel and doesn’t visit 

Rachel …is like going home and not saying hello to your mother. 

An added gem to this trip was the special…. 

· Tour of Old City with Sabba 

o Cheder where I learned Aleph Bet 

o My bedroom window 

o My father’s Shul 

· You never know who you’ll meet. Little Italy story. 

 

Barbara Sofer (a Jerusalem writer) lists 56 reasons why I love Israel: I will read you a handful: 

· The clock radio awakes me with “Shema Yisrael” 

· We celebrate Independence Day by holding a Bible contest. 

· Malls have Kosher food-courts 

· Where were your grandparents from – is a common question. Where else would anyone care 

about my grandparents? 

· Calendars change on Rosh Hashana b/c that’s our real New Year. 

· On Friday, religious or not, everybody is hurrying toward Shabbat. 

· The time of the Saturday evening news is adjusted to suit Shabbat observers 

· Israel has the highest concentration of high-tech companies and also the most Yeshivot. 

· On Memorial Day and Holocaust Remembrance Day – the act of remembering halts traffic. 

· Israel is the first to offer help and send rescue teams to countries coping with disasters. 

· My children and grandchildren can be born in the land of my ancestors. 

 

5) My point this evening is ….We need to re-awaken ourselves to the essential importance of 

“Israel” in our lives. And if we really want to demonstrate our support for her…then– we have to  

 

· Visit 

· Financially support it 

· Vote in ways that will help it thrive  

· Speak and advocate about her in ways that are positive and supportive. 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

Just this morning I was flipping through the Paper and my eye caught this article written by 

Jackie Mason. Listen what he had to say. His words are far more blistering. I’ll read you 

excerpts. 

 

The article was entitled: “Jews and Ostriches.” 



 

“There are three things certain in life: death, taxes, and anti-Semitism. Well death is death, Taxes 

are down, and anti-Semitism is up. Like some demon seed that lay dormant, sleeping, covered 

over or ignored – it has now sprouted once again. 

 

The hated symbols are scrawled across the gravestones in Jewish cemeteries and on the walls of 

the ancient capitals of Europe and the Near and Middle East. Jews are blamed for everything 

from the destruction of the World Trade Center to the war in Iraq, and are called “baby-killers” 

in relation to the Palestinian problem even while the world’s media print the photographs of the 

arms of small slaughtered Jewish children hanging from the side of a bus that Palestinian 

terrorists decided to destroy. 

 

(He argues that:) American Jews are disconnected from these realities …like an ostrich (who) 

buries its head in the sand, and in so doing leaves (other) parts of its body vulnerable.  

 

(He continues by pointing to a:) recent poll conducted by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research 

(which stated that) American Jews – who were likely voters…. Favored Kerry by 75 to 22 

percent. The problem… like it or not ….that American Jews choose not to deal with …. is that to 

some degree – the life and well-being of any Jew, anywhere in the world…is connected to the 

fate of Israel. This is true even for Jews who go to country clubs, ride polo ponies, or name their 

daughters Tiffany. 

 

When the Nazis came into power, they murdered Jews with blond hair and blue eyes and who’d 

been loyal to German soldiers… along with the ones wearing yarmulkes and long beards. 

 

(In the article, Mason goes on to share his views contrasting the the history of the Republican 

and Democratic parties. He concludes his article as follows:) 

 

In the Greenberg poll, only 15 percent of the Jews surveyed ….mentioned “Israel” as the most 

important factor they take into account when deciding which presidential candidate to vote for. 

 

….Unfortunately, there are six million reasons why they are wrong!!!” 

 

I share this with you because…. No matter WHO you choose to vote for this Fall…. I simply 

want to re-inforce the importance of ALWAYS taking into account the security of the People 

and the State of Israel. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

6) Finally, in the bigger picture, on a spiritual level – we must see that the success or failure of 

Eretz Yisrael (Land of Israel) will be very much dependent on our commitment to the ideals of 

the Torah.  

 

After all, didn’t we see that the Jewish People were exiled a number of times from their 

homeland due to a lack of adherence to God’s Torah and commandments. 

 



I’ll just conclude with a beautiful something I heard once from Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau (the 

former Chief Rabbi of Israel.) It’s somewhat imaginative but at the same time very true and very 

real. 

Listen and Enjoy! 

An Olympia airline plane lands in Athens, Greece. A very old man steps off the plane. He is 

none other than Socrates, the great Greek philosopher, now a very old man, having been away 

from his home for hundreds of years. He steps off the plane and a young man, a Greek porter at 

the terminal runs up to him to offer some help. “May I take your bag” asks the porter? The old 

Socrates looks at the young man confused. “What language are you speaking?” Greek replied the 

young man. “But why are you not speaking our classical Greek? “, asked Socrates. “This is how 

we speak Greek today” replied the porter. I studied a little classic Greek in University but no one 

speaks it anymore.  

The old man leaves the airport to visit his homeland and to his dismay sees almost nothing 

familiar. He looks for the usual Greek idols which used to line the streets of Athens, Hercouleus, 

Zeus but instead he sees a Greek Orthodox Church, a completely different religion. He hears 

people talking but no-one speaking his classic Greek language. He has nothing in common w/ 

these people, just geography.  

 

Another plane lands, this one… in Rome, Italy. An old man of great Roman descent steps off the 

plane, his name Julius Ceasar. A young Italian porter runs to greet the old man. “May I help you 

with your bag?” “What language are you speaking”, asks Ceasar? “Italian,” answers the porter. 

“But why are you not speaking Latin, the traditional and classic language of our people?” The 

young man chucked:” No-one speaks Latin anymore, maybe some study it in the universities but 

now we speak Italian. The old man asks to be taken to his hometown, to the legendary city of 

Pompey but he sees that no-one lives there anymore and that like his beloved Colluseum where 

he used to sit with thousands of his countrymen it is now just a museum for tourists. He learns 

that Rome no longer rules over other countries like Ethiopia, Angola and France, that Rome is 

now just another city in a larger country called Italy. The Rome of today is not the Roman 

empire of yesterday. 

 

One last plane, this one, El Al airlines lands in Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv in Israel. An old 

man, a very old man who never visited Israel in his life walks off the plane. An Israeli porter 

climbs up the stairs to greet the old man and says to him: “Shalom Aleichem”. The old man 

responds: “Aleichem Shalom”. 

 

Same language.  

 

The young Israeli porter asks the man: who are you?  

The old man answers: “I am Moshe. Moshe, the son of Amram. I was never here in Israel. I died 

in Moav, in the East bank of the Jordan River after leading my people in the wilderness for 40 

years but I know this is the land of my people”. What is your name?  

“Moshe, my name is also Moshe”, the porter answered. We have the same name! 

 

“I was born in Egypt”, the old man said: Where are you from?  

I was born in Georgia, which used to be part of Russia and now I live here in Israel, can I take 

your suitcase?  



Oh my suitcase, the old man answered, you just reminded me, I forgot to bring w/ me my tefilin. 

Do you know what tefilin are?  

The porter rolled up his sleeve and showed him the 7 marks on his arm from the tefilin that he 

had just put on that morning. My tefilin are here in my locker, I’ll go get them for you.  

“You have the tefilin I gave you over 3000 years ago? Do you know what is written in them?”  

What else, answered the porter, the Shema.  

…..The same Shema which the Almighty had revealed to Moses thousands of years ago.  

A powerful message!!! 

PAUSE 

Despite the fact that so many ruled over our people and over our land, the Babylonians, the 

Persians, the Greeks and the Romans, somehow the same greeting of Shalom, the same name of 

Moshe, the same Tefilin and the same Shema continue to be recited and observed today.  

But with today’s unprecedented rates of assimilation and intermarriage can we really perpetuate 

all this? When so many of our Jewish brothers and sisters are being lost to our community, how 

can we hope to preserve and pass on our beautiful heritage and traditions? The answer my 

friends lies within the hearts of each and every one of us here tonight.  

In the next 24 hours….we’re going to ask God for forgiveness for the sins of this past year. It’s a 

time when we assess our actions of the past and make commitments for the year ahead. 

 

On this Kol Nidre night – let’s be honest with ourselves. 

 

If Moshe Rabbeinu were to walk into your home – next Shabbos: 

 

· Would he feel comfortable? 

· Would he see the table set, the candles lit, someone making the Kiddush? Would he feel the 

glow of Shabbos in your home? …Could he eat there? Do you keep a kosher kitchen? 

· Or would he walk in and see the television on, the kids on the computer, and someone on the 

telephone? 

 

Yom Kippur is a day for Tshuvah. It’s a day when we examine our values, our spiritual goals, 

and consider why God put me here on this earth. 

 

On Yom Kippur we also think about Jewish continuity; the future of the Jewish People.  

 

· It is on this day that we each ask ourselves today…. Am I paving the way for the next 

generation of committed Jews. Am I doing my part? 

 

On this Yom Kippur 5765 let’s never forget: 

 

“Torat Yisrael - Eretz Yisrael - Am Yisrael ….Chad Hem.” 

 

(The Torah of Israel, the Land of Israel, and the People of Israel …) 

 

They are all one …they are all united.  

 

Let’s take to heart this message and pray, and do our part for the future of the Torah, the Land 



and it’s People. 

 

 

With warmest wishes for a happy, healthy, safe New Year and a meaningful Fast. 

 

Good Shabbos 

Good Yom Tov 

 


