
Vayelech: Pardes 

- Nisson Shulman.  

 

Where did Moshe go? There are four approaches to interpreting a word or passage: "Peshat", 

"Remez", "Derash" and "Sod". This sermon analyzes the words "Vayelech Moshe" according to 

each of these four approaches. 

VAYELECH: PARDES 

 

Vayelech Moshe deals with the end of Moshe’s life. Our Rabbis were puzzled by the first words 

of the Parsha. Where did Moshe go? 

 

There are four approaches to explaining a Torah passage: the initials spell P'R'D'S' – Peshat, the 

literal meaning; Remez, allusions to be deduced; Derash, ethical and moral lessons, based upon 

the passage, though not necessarily originally intended by it; Sod – Kabala, the mystical 

meaning. The most well known are peshat and derash - the plain sense of the passage, and its 

ethical and moral lessons. 

 

Let us examine the first words of Vayelech in the spirit of pardes: Vayelech Moshe, "And Moses 

went". Where did he go? It is puzzling. This is the only place that Vayelech Moshe is used to 

introduce an address or speech that is about to be given. 

 

So the question is: Where did he go? To the people? But usually the people came to him!  

 

Why, on this last day of his life, did Moses go to the people instead of calling the people to him? 

That is the question. Let us answer it according to PARDES - Peshat, Remez, Derash and Sod. 

 

PESHAT: The Ramban explains; Instead of the children of Israel coming to bid farewell to their 

beloved leader, he made his way to them and bade them all goodbye. And only then did he 

deliver his final address. Now the verse that follows takes on new poignancy; "ONE HUNDRED 

AND TWENTY YEARS OLD AM I TODAY. NO LONGER WILL I BE ABLE TO GO OUT 

AND COME IN, AND GOD HAS FORBIDDEN ME TO CROSS THE JORDAN".  

 

But there is REMEZ too. Moses doesn't say he is to die. It is implied. But it is also implied that 

Moses really did not die. Instead, he was taken to heaven. Velo yada ish et kivro.  

 

And there is DERASH too. Because in a higher sense, does Moses really say goodbye? After all, 

Moses spirit is with us in every word of Torah! He did go with us into the Promised Land, for 

Joshua carried on with the leadership and the responsibility for seeing that the Torah would be 

taught. So Moshe Rabbenu lives on through his Torah. That is why the Torah says Vayelech 

Moshe. He lives in every word of Torah.  

 

When we pray at this season to gain a new heart, it is in order to carry out the Torah of Moshe, 

Vayelech Moshe. Moshe is with us because his words were lekol Yisroel, Vayelech Moshe 

vayedaber et hadevarim haele el kol Yisroel. 



 

Which brings us to SOD: That, say the books of our mystics, explains where Moshe Rabbenu 

went. He went and entered the souls of each of the children of Israel. In each and every Jew of all 

time, Jews of every generation, there is a spark of the soul of Moshe. Therefore the passage says, 

El kol Yisroel, "to all of Israel". In the soul of every faithful Jew is a spark from the soul of 

Moshe Rabbenu. In every Jewish thought and deed he lives.  

 

PSHAT, REMEZ, DERASH AND SOD: The beautiful garden of the Torah, taught by Moshe 

Rabbenu who dwells in our hearts till this very day. 

 

***** 

 

(Submitted by Nisson Shulman) 

 


