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Why is the 15th day called Yom Harishon> May deazal azal, mikan veelech nachal hushbena. 

rebilding after tragedy 

SUKKOT: BAYOM HARISHON 

By Rabbi Dr. Yechiel Michel Kossowsky, zt”l 

 

ULEKACHTEM LACHEM BAYOM HARISHON: This refers to the 15th day of the month, so 

how can you call it YOM HARISHON? The Midrash asks this question and answers, MAI 

DEAZAL AZAL, MIKAN VEELECH NACHAL HUSHBENA (Midrash Rabbah and Yalkut on 

Emor). 

 

The People of Israel is one of the oldest of nations. It is natural for someone who is old to be 

reluctant to start something new in life. The tendency of the aged is to be satisfied to continue 

whatever condition they are in, and in whatever situation they find themselves. 

 

No so the People of Israel. Throughout history, whenever a storm of destruction swept away the 

greatness and glory of Yaakov, we had the courage and the strength to rebuild, to begin a new 

life, to create anew without considering the tragedies of the past as permanent. That is the 

strength of our people, young in spirit, though old in years. The same is true in spiritual matters. 

Whenever we found ourselves in a country or community where ignorance and assimilation held 

sway, we made no peace with that condition and fought as best we could to stem the tide and 

turn things around.  

 

The symbol of this is the Lulav. The Almighty requires this approach to our life and condition. It 

is true that half the month has past, but we take a fresh and green lulav, as if it is the first day of a 

new life…. Like the freshness of the lulav, we have the strength to build a new life and create 

greatness of the highest order. 

 

(5718, 1957, when Rav Kossowsky embarked on the new project of creating the first Yeshiva in 

Johannesburg, which was a significant factor in recreating the spiritual life of the community.)  

 


