Today I am a Fountain Pen: Is Thirteen Really the Age of Adulthood in Judaism?

"Shekalim" is sources about the npY?n» as to when a boy become obligated in 2pwi n>xnn,
but it's really a shiur about the age of adulthood. The first few sources show that there are
2 diff. reasons offered in the '»x for reading 0°9pPWw on 77X n'"-- either because that's when
"7 n°2 was 1°727 (in which case, there's no Purim connection) or because ' was 0>7pn our
°%pw to Haman's. The framework of the shiur was finding a way in which those 2 are
less different than they appear. The sources then note that, while 2"21n7 and 7"217
assume that one is 211 in 2°2pw from 13 up (although 0"2an7's not explicit, and 71°1777 7950
seems to have assumed that he thought 20; otherwise, there' s no good explanation for
how he came up with 20 as the age, since he's not generally a wrn»; if you look at the
nMxni1 190 and the verse 0"anM cites for the Mx¥n, you can see why someone might think it
was 20), many others, including X"»7, 893, and X71v727 772w " thought it was 20. One
halachic ramification might be whether a teenager can be the " for 7101, as noted by
7N 70 and TYUYR 7OX (who notes a n"wW that thought it was better to be 2 nn and
avoid it).

Aside from the specific halachic question, it also has broad ramifications for what we
think of as adulthood-- if an under-20 year old is not 217 in 7wy, as the X713 assumes, or
is not 2> 11 to support the public sacrifices (or, as one opinion suggests in TY9R 7Y, is 2°77
but 17 n°2 will not force him to give), we are saying that he's not fully a member of the
public M2’ yet, and that only comes at age 20. (712X y°% in source 42 on the sheet

cites a fascinating X"7°11, who claims that when the w7pni 01 is still around, and the 710w
is therefore more present on earth, the age of full adulthood is 13, but when its 71271172,
the age is 20. Aside from the metaphysical side, it suggests that the manifestness of God's
Presence affects the age at which we can expect someone to be an adult).

TIYHR PUx's answers to the N0 question are fairly technical-- he will eventually be 211 in
nen, so he can already be 21 himself, or "1 included him in @/l 21°n M%°5n, even if
this particular one would not have been his-- what interested me more was that o>9pw
turns out to be a "marker mxn" for membership in the public M2°¢. If so, it might be that
our 0°7PWw beat out Haman's precisely because they are a vehicle of self-identifying with
the public M2°% (as are My MHwn and 0°11°28% MNA); maybe, then, the way to beat
Haman (who attacked us as "771921 9197") is to heighten our communal identification,
which we do at this time
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