Remembering Purim, Remembering Egypt
Gidon Rothstein

The shiur focuses on the tradition (from a Midrash Mishlei; the tradition was better known than
where it came from, so there are teshuvot where people ask where it's found) that all the holidays
will disappear, but not Purim. I note that while the Torah Temimah assumes the Rambam reflects
this tradition, he actually is recording a different tradition, from the Yerushalmi, that says all
books will be batel but not Esther (and compares the Megillah to Yom Kippur and to Halachot,
neither of which will be batel).

Both sources are problematic, in that they assume that either the holidays or sefarim of Tanach
will in some way be batel. Ravad assumes that, for the sefarim, batel only means they won't be
read as much, but the same question applies. By moving to the question of the mitsvah of
zechirat yetsiat mitsrayim, 1 think we can see some light. There's the famous mahloket with Ben
Zoma (which we say in the haggadah), in which Ben Zoma seems to be the hero, for proving that
we should mention the Exodus at night (our practice), except that the implication seems to be that
we won't mention it in the times of Mashiach (which is odd, since we generally assume that
mitsvot will continue in the time of Mashiach). The answer, from various sources, but especially
the Gemara, Tosefta, and Shut haRashba, seems to be that Ben Zoma is holding that we will no
longer focus on the Exodus, because there will have been a more recent salvation worth focusing
on. This fits with the Rambam, who puts the idea of zechirat yetsiat mitsrayim in Keriyat Shema
(instead of in Pesach, where we'd expect to find it), and with Ramban, who claims that the
mitsvah of naming the months according to the Exodus changed after Shivat Ziyyon, because the
mitsvah was really to use the calendar to remember the most recent salvation from Hashem.

If so, it seems that sippur yetsiat mitsrayim is a permanent mitsvah, but that zechirat yetsiat
mitsrayim is actually a mitsvah to remember our salvation by God. If so, we can understand
Torah Temimanh'a explanation of why Purim will last-- in the future, the salvation may be more
of the PUrim type (nistar), and so it will fit with the salvation of the End of Days (btw, if he
assumes that the final salvation will be like Purim, he seems to have a sort of Zionist orientation
to history, one that might also fit with a novel such as Murderer in the Mikdash, which all those
who use this shiur should recommend to their listeners!).

It comes out, then, that the memory of miracles is more specifically directed than just having a
sense of history or even than having proper gratitude to Hashem-- it is about keeping in mind how
Hashem is acting in history at your particular juncture of history. Once the Purim version of
salvation becomes dominant, it is expected that we will focus on that, leaving the other types of
salvation more dormant, almost curiousities, but not needed for our daily expeirience of Hashem.
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