Remembering Purim, Remembering Pesach

1) Remembering Purim, Remembering Pesach notes that different sources show that the
issue of memory regarding these holidays is a relevant one. In terms of Purim, there is a
Midrash Mishlei that says that if all the other holidays would be batel, Purim would not
be. There is also a Yerushalmi that says that all the other books of Tanach are destined to
be batel, except for Megillat Ester. Interestingly, several sources remember the Midrash
Mishlei as saying all the other holidays will be batel, when it actually says if. The
Yerushalmi is more definite, and Rambam paskens the Yerushalmi, about the books, not
the Midrash Mishlei (others confused the two). To explain, the Torah Temimah quotes
his father, the Aruch haShulchan, saying that the other books will be batel means they
will no longer be consulted as often, since God will operate in a hidden way, as on Purim,
not in the obvious ways described in other books of Tanach. Interestingly, that implies
that the future Redemption will happen in a hidden way, that the Hand of God will only
be clear to those who believe in it (the language of the Aruch haShulchan is remarkable
and worth reading). To ratify the point, the Torat Hayyim on Sanhedrin, when the
Gemara assumes that if the Jews fail to repent, that God will bring an evil king who will
oppress them so much as to "force" teshuva, says that it will be just like Haman, whose
threat led the Jews to teshuva. So there seems room to argue that Yemot haMashiach, at
least at the early stages, will happen in a way that requires belief to interpret as being Yad
Hashem.

Turning to Pesach, Ben Zoma (of the famous Mishnah that we include in our haggada)
seems to assume that we will not mention the Exodus in Yemot haMashiach, and we
seem to rule like Ben Zoma, since we do say Yetsiat Mitsrayim at night. This raises a
question posed to Rashba, how can we assume that the mention of the Exodus will cease
when it's a holiday and Mitsvah commanded by God? As background to Rashba's
answer, | note two important facts: Ramban on Humash held that we are required to name
our months according to their proximity to Nisan (it was supposed to be Monthl, Month
2, etc.), as a fulfillment of the Torah's dictate, haChodesh hazeh lachem Rosh

Hodoshim. Why, then, do we use names? Ramban answers that the names came from
Bavel, and are thus also a fulfillment of that verse, since the Torah really meant we
should use our calendar to mention the most recent salvation by God, and Ramban quotes
the same pasuk in Yirmiyahu that Ben Zoma quotes (that on that day, we will no longer
say chay Hashem asher hotsi..., but chay Hashem asher heelah ve-hotsi... Second, I note
that Rambam includes the mitsvah to mention Yetsiat Mitsayim at night (Ben Zoma's
halachah) in Hilchot Keriyat Shema.

Building on those facts, Rashba argues that Ben Zoma never meant Pesach or any of its
mitsvot would be batel, just the mitsvah of zechira that we do as part of Keriyat Shema,
and that mitsvah is not actually a mitsvah to mention Egypt specifically so much as to
mention the most recent Exodus. So, he says (and I'm not making up this language), if
Hashem should ever bring Jews back to Israel from all over the world, we would stop
saying the 3rd paragraph of Shema (at least at night, when tsitsit doesn't apply), and
instead mention that most recent Exodus and salvation. Perhaps we will merit in our



lives to see such an ingathering of exiles that might signal a time to thank Hashem for
that latest redemption.

In sum, then, the two examples point towards a sense that the future Redemption will a)
happen more naturalistically than the earlier ones, and b) replace them, to some extent, as
a focus of our national memory of how Hashem saves us.
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