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A couple of days ago, I received the following very moving email: 

 

I just wanted to drop you all a note and let you know that I arrived safe and sound into Dulles 

Airport tonight at about 6:00. It was an interesting flight. The airport in Denver was almost 

spooky, it was so empty and quiet. No one was in line for the security check point when I got 

there so that went fairly quickly, just an x ray of my bags and then a chemical test to be sure 

nothing explosive was on them. Then I waited 2 1/2 hours to board the plane. What happened 

after we boarded was interesting and thought I would share it with you. 

 

The captain came on the loudspeaker after the doors were closed. His speech went like this: 

>First I want to thank you for being brave enough to fly today. The doors are now closed and we 

have no help from the outside for any problems that might occur inside this plane. As you could 

tell when you checked in, the government has made some changes to increase security in the 

airports. They have not, however, made any rules about what happens after those doors close. 

Until they do that, we have made our own rules and I want to share them with you. Once those 

doors close, we only have each other. The security has taken care of a threat like guns with all of 

the increased scanning, etc. Then we have the supposed bomb. If you have a bomb, there is no 

need to tell me about it, or anyone else on this plane; you are already in control. 

 

So, for this flight, there are no bombs that exist on this plane. Now, the threats that are left are 

things like plastics, wood, knives, and other weapons that can be made or things like that which 

can be used as weapons. Here is our plan and our rules. If someone or several people stand up 

and say they are hijacking this plane, I want you all to stand up together. Then take whatever you 

have available to you and throw it at them. Throw it at their faces and heads so they will have to 

raise their hands to protect themselves. The very best protection you have against knives are the 

pillows and blankets. Whoever is close to these people should then try to get a blanket over their 

head then they won't be able to see. Once that is done, get them down and keep them there. Do 

not let them up. I will then land the plane at the closest place and we WILL take care of them. 

After all, there are usually only a few of them and we are 200+ strong! We will not allow them to 

take over this plane. I find it interesting that the US Constitution begins with the words "We, the 

people" that's who we are, THE people and we will not be defeated.= 

 

With that, the passengers on the plane all began to applaud, people had tears in their eyes, and 

we began the trip toward the runway. The flight attendant then began the safety speech. One of 

the things she said is that we are all so busy and live our lives at such a fast pace. She asked that 

everyone turn to their neighbors on either side and introduce themselves, tell each other 

something about your families and children, show pictures, whatever. She said >for today, we 



consider you family. We will treat you as such and ask that you do the same with us. 

 

Throughout the flight we learned that for the crew, this was their first flight since Tuesday's 

tragedies. It was a day that everyone leaned on each other and together everyone was stronger 

than any one person alone. It was quite an experience. You can imagine the feeling when that 

plane touched down at Dulles and we heard >welcome to Washington Dulles Airport, where the 

local time is 5:40'. Again, the cabin was filled with applause.@ 

 

............With this true story in mind, ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking; 

 

1. Welcome aboard flight YK 5762. Our estimated time of arrival will be sometime after 7pm 

tomorrow evening. Our destination is to arrive at a place and in a state of complete forgiveness, 

solidarity, and strength. I and your flight crew hope that it will be a safe and meaningful flight, 

achieving all of the goals that each of us has set for the enxt 25 hours, in spite of the occasional 

discomfort that we might experience during the trip. We regret to inform you that there will be 

no food served for the duration of the flight, so instead of putting on a seat belt you may wish to 

tighten your stomach belt instead. Given the nature of our flight plan, rather than meals we will 

be providing a steady diet of inspirational prayer and song, while certified kosher food for 

thought will be found in the in-flight reading and prayer material that you will find in the seat 

pocket in front of you. The weather forecast calls for clear skies with occasional dark clouds and 

emotional turbulence. Our flight plan for this Yom Kippur flight calls for 5 carefully coordinated 

flight segments, starting with this Kol Nidrei service. Each segment will follow a set path and 

purpose that is designed to raise the elevation of the spiritual and moral thoughts of all our 

passengers, step by step, until we reach our destination, which it is to be hoped, will give each of 

us a genuine sense of spiritual wholeness, personal cleansing and divine forgiveness, 

accompanied by an unprecedented closeness to God and to each other. 

 

2. I understand that for some of us this journey may have been preceded by some fear or 

trepidation, something which is entirely understandable. After all, as both Americans and as Jews 

we are on the preferred hit list of the terrorist networks who have declared war on the civilized 

world. Your being here on this flight tonight, therefore, is in itself an admirable response to the 

sad circumstances of our time. But I can assure you that that we have made sure to post security 

personnel at the entrances to the facility, the police have assured us of their attention and 

availability, and we have made sure that adequate medical and rescue squad resources are 

available if and when needed in case of ill health. It is your spiritual wholeness and deliverance, 

however, which is uppermost in our minds at this time. 

 

3. The first segment of the flight is this evening=s Kol Nidrei and Maariv service. One of the 

purposes of this segment is to create a genuine feeling of harmony and shared purpose, unity and 

togetherness as the foundation upon which a successful flight experience is built. As you look 

around you therefore, we are sure that you may notice many people whose faces may be familiar, 

but whose lives have been quite distant from your own. Some may be complete strangers to you. 

If our journey is to be truly successful, however, it is important that we overcome any such 

feelings that might cause some to be excluded or left out of the group. On this Yom Kippur flight 

no one should experience any sense of personal alienation from his or her fellow passengers. For 

we are all in this together, and the only way that our prayers and supplications will be heard in 



the most effective way possible, so as to achieve a complete cleansing process, will be if we are 

genuinely together as partners, in spirit and in purpose. In fact , as the flight attendant would say, 

we must feel and treat each other as extended family, that although we may sometimes disagree 

or go our own ways, we are a clan, united by blood and history, common pedigree and shared 

past, ultimately descended of one father and one mother, Avraham and Sarah.  

 

4. For the words of the Kol Nidrei prayer (ve=nislach le=chol adat bnei Yisrael, ve=la=ger ha-

gar betocham) declare our hope that God will forgive and cleanse the entire congregation of 

Israel, as well as the strangers who dwell in our midst, meaning those who for us may have 

heretofore been strangers or outsiders in our lives. But if that is indeed to happen for all of us, 

then tonight especially we should not treat each other as strangers, but rather as family, and as 

brothers and sisters who are united both in prayer and in purpose, in sentiment and in speech. 

 

5. With this in mind, at this time I ask each of you look around you, and try to identify one or 

more people in the congregation who may be seated near you, and (this is very important) whom 

you do not know too well, or whom you do not know at all. For the next few minutes, after I 

have finished my comments, and before we proceed with the maariv service, you will have an 

opportunity to engage in conversation and get to know them. Not merely in idle talk, but rather 

in a shared effort to create a personal bond with each other: find out about their families, their 

personal histories, their goals in life. You don=t need to throw pillows or blankets at them, but 

only to throw yourselves sincerely into this exercise of solidarity and mutual support. Perhaps 

then we will discover magically that we have so much more in common than we might have 

imagined, in a way that might bring us closer to each other now and in the future, whether 

socially, spiritually, or in shared communal endeavor. 

 

6. There is an additional request that I would make of all of our passengers at this time: in 

accordance with ancient law and custom, on Yom Kippur, before we can ask God for 

forgiveness, we must first secure forgiveness from our fellow man for actions, words, or 

thoughts that may have hurt them. At this time, therefore, I urge you to take the opportunity to 

request, and also to grant, forgiveness, not from strangers, but from the people you know well, 

those who you may have wronged, or treated in a way which may have hurt them, intentionally 

or otherwise. And in reciprocal fashion, to grant forgiveness to anyone who may have wronged 

you and is now requesting your forgiveness in turn. This too will be an inestimable tool to 

overcome the divisions that may have kept us apart until now. 

 

7. A few days ago, following the great Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, I shared with the congregation 

a thought that bears repeating in this context. The custom is that when the Chazan recites Kol 

Nidrei, at least two prominent leaders stand at his side. This is done in order to follow the great 

war of Moshe Rabbeinu against Amalek, when he stood in prayer while Joshua fought against 

the mortal enemy of God and the Jewish people, his arms upheld by his brother Aaron and his 

nephew Chur. The three of them together were symbolic of the entire people of Israel whose 

prayers were joined together in indivisible unity, even as some went out as soldiers to fight a 

very brutal and physical war against the Amalekite people who had attacked the weak and the 

defenseless among the people, and who therefore had to be eradicated and destroyed root and 

branch. So too, when Jews gather as we do for Kol Nidrei, we must stand together , supporting 

each other=s arms and prayers, unified and concatenated, harmonized and aligned, to fight and to 



prevail over Amalek.  

 

8. I have no doubt that the many and various Tefilot ha-Derech, or traveller=s prayers and 

supplications, that we will share and proclaim during the flight this evening and tomorrow will 

be a source of great personal and group strength. And I am certain that their familiar words and 

melodies will take on special significance and relevance for each of us as we travel together in 

shared purpose toward our destination and safe arrival over the hours ahead. For indeed we are 

the people, and we will not be defeated or deterred, as we overcome and defeat any force that 

will stand in our way. 

 

9. Today our nation that is the United States of America, and our people that is the people and 

the State of Israel, are engaged in mortal combat with Amalek. The enemies of the United States, 

who are also the sworn enemies of the Jewish people in our time, have succeeded in bringing us 

together in common cause, as a result of their savage bloodlust, their religious fanaticism, and 

their determination to rule the world under the flag of a degenerate form of Islam. It is, as I have 

had occasion to explain recently, a war not just of military, political, and economic dimensions, 

but also, and I believe primarily, a religious war that is being fought against Amalek. And as it 

was with Moshe in his epic battle then, so it is with us now: it is imperative that we hang 

together, for if we do not, then as the saying has it, we will hang separately. Some of us will fight 

the enemy with guns and missiles; some of us will fight with our prayers; some of us will fight 

by strengthening the moral and spiritual fabric of our nation and our world; and some will fight 

by providing financial and material ammunition in this epic battle that lies before us. Together 

with our fellow Americans, and our fellow Jews, we shall overcome. 

 

10. And now, ladies and gentlemen, I am happy to tell you that we have reached our cruising 

altitude; I therefore urge you to loosen your inhibitions, and get up and walk around the cabin, 

whether it is to get to know, come closer to, forgive or be forgiven by, your fellow passengers. 

On behalf of our flight crew, I hope you have a most uplifting, beneficial and safe trip, and we 

thank you for flying with us.  

 


