The Fifth Cup: Why Do We Praise God on Seder Night?

This shiur takes up several interesting issues of Hallel on Seder night. First, there is the
debate about the existence and purpose of a 5th cup. While our version of the gemara--
following Rashi and Rashbam-- does not mention a fifth cup (so that Hallel haGadol
would be said over the 4th cup, with the rest of Hallel), Rif's version had R. Tarfon
saying that we drink a 5th and say Hallel haGadol. Since Rif generally assumes we
cannot drink after the Seder, and as Rambam makes clearer, this seems to be a way to
allow one more drink before the night is over; it is not that we are supposed to have a 5th
cup, it is that we may. (In Rambam, it seems that it is not necessary to recite Hallel
haGadol, it is just a way to have a reason for the 5th cup).

Baal haMaor disputes Rif on several grounds. First, he sees no reason to rule like R.
Tarfon against the Stam Mishnah (Rabad replies that the Mishnah meant only to say 4
cups are required, not to rule out a 5th). More interestingly, he also argues that there's no
need to say Hallel haGadol to allow a 5th cup, since after the Seder you can eat whatever
you want. While we assume we want the taste of the Pesach to stay with us all night (and
that's the reason for the eating prohibition), Baal haMaor argues that it is to insure we say
Hallel (he thinks that, in the time of the Mikdash, Jerusalem was crowded, so that people
ate their Korban Pesach and then moved up to the roof to make room on the ground level
of the city; out of worry that in the move they would forget to say Hallel, Hazal instituted
a prohibition on eating). Others think the prohibition was to insure that we fill ourselves
before the Pesach, since it was supposed to be eaten al hasova.

That debate leads to interestingly different views of the Hallel. The gemara right there
notes that we call Hallel haGadol "great" because it contains the line "noten lechem le-
chol basar™" If so, on Pesach night we expand our Hallel to include the "ordinary" state of
God giving sustenance to all life. For Rashi, that is an essential part of the 4th cup's
Hallel, which I suggest is because we are not supposed to get solely caught up in the
obvious miracles of SEder night. Rather, at the height of our celebration of those
miracles, we remind ourselves that it is an even higher level to recognize God's hand in
the "ordinary" workings of nature.

For Rif, it is not that way; rather, the themes of Hallel haGadol are subsidiary ones that
we can leave out if we are not thirsty. By the way, Rabad is the first one in this debate to
bring up the idea of the 4 languages of redemption as the source for the 4 cups, w hich
would mean that the 5th language-- ve-heveti-- would be for the 5th cup.

One other central issue in the sources is Ramban's lengthy discussion of the lack of a
beracha on Hallel at the Seder, which led to the practice of saying Hallel in

shul. Ramban sees no reason not to say a beracha on Hallel at the Seder-- he does not
think the meal is a hefsek, since it is part of the structure of the mitsvot of the

evening. The saying of Yehalelucha at the end of Hallel, he assumes, requires a beracha
at the beginning, since that 2nd bracha is a bracha hasemuch le-haverta. In the end, he
suggests saying Hallel in shul to have an easy way of doing it with a beracha. | note that
while Shulchan Aruch paskens that way (even though Tur does not mention it), Rema
says that is not the Ashkenazic custom.



So the Hallel of Pesach night has several oddities setting it apart from ordinary Hallel--
recited at night, broken up in the course of the Seder, perhaps without a beracha
beforehand, perhaps with Hallel haGadol being specifically joined to it. How we
interpret these aspects, according to the various opinions, should affect our experience of
the praise of God we recite after reliving the Exodus.
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