
Lech Lecha: Malkitzedek's Message 

- From R' Yehoshua Baumol ZT"L.  

 

Why did Makitzedek bring out these two foods, Lechem and Yayin? To show their difference in 

bracha from all other products, demonstrating that Avraham was different in kind, and his going 

to war was for a noble purpose. 

LECH LECHA: AVRAHAM AND BERACHA  

 

From Rabbi Yehoshua Baumol, ZT”L 

 

 

MALKITZEDEK MELECH SHALEM HOTZI LECHEM VAYAYIN. 

 

Why did he choose that particular menu? 

 

People unquestionably had complaints. Here was a great religious personality, a spiritual leader 

who brought faith in One God to the pagan world, a man who represented the patriarchal quality 

of righteousness. Avraham was a man who represented shalom, serenity and peace.  

 

And now, suddenly, Vayarech et hanichav, and Avraham suddenly turns into a general! He 

mobilizes his entire household and goes to war. This is not the same Avraham we are 

accustomed to meet on the stage of our early history. It is not the same Avraham Avinu we once 

knew.  

 

Avraham in our mind’s eye is the picture of the old time Rosh Hayeshiva. And now he is a 

warrior! 

 

And what is more, he wins the war! He succeeded!  

 

Everyone was shocked! He is one of us? He is no different than the rest of us? Vayetze melech 

Sedom likrato beEmek Hashave... What is Emek Hashave? You could very well translate it, the 

“Valley of Equals”. “The King of Sodom went out to meet him in the Valley of Equalization! 

“Avraham”, he said, “Now we know each other, and you are no better than we are. We are 

equals.... 

 

Malkitzedek knew that this accusation was utterly false. He expressed and emphasized this by 

bringing out lehem and yayin. For apples the beracha is Bore Pri Haetz. For Juice, the beracha is 

shahakol.  

There are two exceptions: grapes and bread. The beracha for grapes changes from haetz to 

Hagafen, Wheat, when changed to bread, requires the beracha changed from haadama to 

Hamotzi. Ishtani liiyluye, ishtani librahca: Since the product was totally changed for good, so the 

beracha is totally changed. The lesson of Malkitzedek was that Avraham Avinu had indeed 

changed. Bu he changed for the better. Till now he preached. Now he became a soldier and 

practiced what he preached. It was a change to a higher state, far different from violent, corrupt 



Sodom. How could Sodom’s king possibly consider Avraham his equal. 

 

That would also explain Avraham’s anger when Sodom’s king accused him of seeking booty 

(something Sodom would certainly do), saying Ten li hanefesh, harechush kach lach. Leave 

spiritual things to me. We know what you, Avraham, really want. You really are out for the 

booty. Well then, take it. 

 

And Avraham lifts his hands to heaven, and swears by the Almighty, that he would not take a 

thread or a shoelace, and Sodom shall not say he had made Avraham rich. 

 

 

***** 
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