
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Rabbinical Council of America, held at the RCA 
office on Wed., May 1, 2013, the President Shmuel Goldin in the chair, and Reuven Tradburks 
acting on behalf of the secretary, the following items were decided: 
  

 A motion to accept minutes of the February, 2013 Executive Committee meeting passed 
unanimously. 

 A motion to approve the membership applications of Pinchas Dunner, Peter Kahn and 
Amram Maccabbi passed unanimously. 

 The following motion was passed unanimously: “Resolved, pursuant to Article XI Section 
2 of the RCA Constitution, that the following proposed amendments to the RCA 
Constitution be presented to the RCA membership for adoption at the 2013 annual 
meeting: 
Amendment 1 
The following shall replace Article VII Sections 2 and 3: 

“Section 2 
1. The President shall, with the approval of the Executive Committee, appoint a 
Convention Committee at least six months prior to the annual meeting. This 
committee shall make the necessary convention arrangements and prepare the 
convention agenda. 
2. The Convention Committee shall appoint a Resolutions Committee.  The 
Resolutions Committee shall prepare and present resolutions to the annual 
meeting in accordance with procedures adopted by the Executive Committee. 
Section 3 
Five percent of the membership of the Rabbinical Council of America shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business at the annual meeting. 
Section 4 
1. At least three months prior to the annual meeting, the President shall submit to 
the Executive Committee for approval the names of a proposed chairman and at 
least two other members to serve on an Elections Committee.  In case of a 
rejection, the President shall nominate another person to serve on the committee. 
The President may not serve on the Elections Committee. 
2. The Elections Committee shall have overall responsibility for administering the 
election, deciding all election-related matters, and tabulating election results, in 
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and with other rules that may 
be adopted by the Executive Committee from time to time. 
3. At least three months prior to the annual meeting, the President shall submit to 
the Executive Committee for approval the names of a proposed chairman and at 
least four other members to serve on a Nominations Committee.  In case of a 
rejection, the President shall nominate another person to serve on the 
committee.  The President may not serve on the Nominations Committee. 
4. The Nominations Committee shall submit to the Elections Committee its 
recommendations for candidates for officer positions and the Executive 
Committee. 
5. Any eligible member may become a candidate upon the submission of a 
nominating petition signed by at least 25 members and submitted to the national 
office of the Rabbinical Council of America, according to procedures to be adopted 
by the Elections Committee and announced to the membership at least 60 days 
before the election.  

http://www.rabbis.org/pdfs/constitution.pdf


6. According to procedures to be adopted by the Executive Committee, one 
additional person may be appointed to the Elections Committee as a 
representative of petition candidates. 
7. The Executive Committee shall adopt rules to determine the outcomes of 
elections that result in a tie.   Any changes in these rules shall apply only to future 
elections.” 

Amendment 2 
“The word ‘Nominating’ shall be deleted from Article VIII Section 1:2.” 

 Vaad Hakavod.  A request has been made by a member to bring Michael Broyde to the 
Vaad Hakavod.  Rabbi Broyde has requested that this matter be tabled in order to allow 
an Emory University investigation of him to conclude.  A motion to table the discussion 
of establishing a Vaad Hakavod to address issues related to Rabbi Broyde until the next 
Executive Committee meeting passed. 

  
Additional matters discussed: 

 Rishon l’Zion Shlomo Amar visited the annual meeting of the dayanim of the GPS 
system.  The meeting with Rav Amar and RCA officers was warm and Rabbanut 
acceptance of RCA conversions was addressed. 

 Ira Kronenberg, chairman of Military Chaplains Committee, reported that the number 
of orthodox chaplains has gone down.  An appeal was made for more chaplains and to 
contact Ira Kronenberg for direction. 

 Response to the convention is encouraging, speakers are many and varied. 

 The Resolutions Committee (Jack Bieler, chairman) has been approved by the 
Convention Committee.  A request was made for it to include those of a range of 
yeshivas.  Though the committee has been duly constituted, Shmuel Goldin agreed to 
advise the committee of this request and they will act accordingly. 

 The Agunah Yom Iyun is to take place May 7, 2013.  Due to poor response to the 
rabbinic part of the program, if there is not increased registration that part of the 
program will be cancelled. 

 The Constitution Committee is meeting including with attorneys and a communication 
will be distributed to the membership shortly. 

 Technical issues have delayed the RCA Artscroll Siddur publication. 

 Rapid Response Committee and Recent Statements.  Due to discussion following the 
statement of the Women of the Wall, the members of this committee shall no longer be 
permitted to be anonymous and will be replaced.  In addition, if statements are to be 
made on controversial issues, the committee will solicit input from the officers.  The 
committee will also consider that statements ought to be circulated to Executive 
Committee before public release. 

 Condolences to our Executive Vice President Mark Dratch on the loss of his wife, Sara, 
a”h. 

 


